
THE USE OF COLOUR CHARTS IN THE PHOTOGRAPHY

OF CAPTURED BIRDS
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RINA BIGGS, P.O. Box 20120, 9100 WfNDHOEK, South West Afraca.

RTNGS FOR WADERS

M. Waltner

Recently we trapped two Curlew Sandpipers @
which were rinoed with stainless steel rings in 1972 and L9-73

rach6^fi"6r" a^fh -i ,,n-nit^,1 and clearlv lecil-rl_e.

The appearance of Lhe outer surface did not differ much from a

new ring. Inside wear is difficult to judge, but these two samples
and various other retraps sugoest that the life of the ring far
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]".ave hal n. reason to replace nonel rinos on reir3pp66 hi-ds.
However we have had no retraps with a time lapse of more than
five years.

Wader ringers will find the introduction of the 5,25 mm monel rino,
D-series, a welcome addition to the ranqe. We find thj-s size very
rrseFrr'l on (:rev plovard q^,,5f rr^l r -^,,atarOIa and GreenShank

Trinqa nebu.Iaria for which the 4-series rinq is too tiohtr and

the 5-series too loose a fit. Overlapping a stainless steel ring
is a tricky business at the best of tirnes, therefore this
intermediate size is certainly welcome when deafing with these two
spe ci es ,

M. WALTNER, 5 Montagu Way, Pinelands, 7405 CAPE TOWN.

BODY MASS OF RAPTORS

D. Whitef a\^/

Assessino the mass of raptors is complicated bv variability in
the amount of food retained in the crop. fn an attenpt to
correct for this, I grade Lhe conLents in small raptors (in
practical terms Black-shouldered Kj-tes, Elanus caeruleus and
Rock Kestrels Falco tinnunculus as follows:

O : Nothing left in the crop
* : A srnall very mobile mass, less than I cm diameter

++ : A mobile mass between I and 2 cm diameter
*** : A mass no longer mobife, easily felt

++++ : Crop visibly bulqing

Recently I was able to form a rouqh idea as to how this correfated
with actual masses: A first year Black-shouldered Kite was stunned
by a motor vehicle and brought to me. It had not suffered any
obvious damage and it was decided to release it, Before release I
force fed j-t on raw chicken gtzzard, cut into strips approxinately
I g in mass, its crop was palpated at intervals, and the bird
weighed. This showed the followins correlation:
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