
NOTES & NEWS
NEWS FROM SAFRING

P.D. Morant

Activities in 1979

Traditionally the report for each ringing year is published
in Ostrich. However many of SAFRINCTs activities are only
mentioned in the Annual Report to the Steering Comnittee.
The Conmittee felt that much of the information in the Annual
Ran^rf whila nnf srrifalrlc for nrrhli.ation in a formal scientific
paper, would be of interest to ringers.

During 19'79 a major task undertaken by SAFRING was the extraction
of af1 the bird body mass data in the files. The aim of this
project is to provide baseline information for ornithologists.
where possible the data are being analysed on a sexuaf, spatial
and temporal basis so that seasonal and reqional variations may

be identified. For those species for which Iittle existing data
rra rrrri lrhla +h6 avicfind da+a uri lt ho nnmhinod f^ di\/a 

^ 
qimnla

mean figure. A paper "Patterns of variation in body-mass in the
Black-eyed Bulbul" (Pvcnonotus barbatus) utilizing some of the
mass data has been accepLed for publication in bis^. The paper
is a combined effort by Dr. Tim Crov/e (Percy FitzPatrick Institute
of African ornithology) , Mr Tony Robelo (a third year zoology
student at the University of Cape Town) and Messrs w.J. Lawson and

A.J. Manson (wef1-known southern African bird-rinqers).

A review of seabird ringing in southern Africa during the period
'rq4R - rQ?A rr-c ^,,hlished in the cormorant No. 6, 1979. The

paper included lonoevity records for southern African rinqed
seabirds. This paper has fed to another, beino produced in
conjunction with I'iessrs R.K. Brooke and R. Abrams of the PFIAO,
coll-ating all the records of recoveries in southern Africa of
extralimitallv Lrreedino seahirds- At ihc rFdrcsf of the Sub-
connnittee on Bird Biology, of the Scientific Committee for
Anl-Arefic Reqe:rch SAFRTNc nnmnilod : r6n^rt rrRird Rrnzlir_ -*.-..rng 1n
+-he Antarctic and sub-Antarctic: A Sumrnary". The report, which
summarized the banding activitjes of eiqht nations operating in
the Antarctic and environs since World War II, was presented to
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the meeting of the Sub-committee held
August 1979. Subsequently the report
suhr i t ted f.r nrrh l i Cat ion j n the SOUth

Antarctic Research.

A paperfproduced in conjunction v./iLh yr John Cooper (PllAO) and

Mr Rod Randal.I (University of Port Elizabeth) , "The success of
attenpts Lo rehabilitate oiled Jackass Penquins" vras presented to
fhe Svmnosirm on Birds of the Sea and Shore held at the Univprsitv
of Cape Town in November 1979. The pa1>er reviews the efforls of
the South African National Foundation for the Conservation of
Coastal Birds (SANCCOB) to clean and return to the environment
Jackass Penguins Spheniscus demersus which have been victims of
oi1 pollution.

SAFRING has provided distributional data to the South African
national Red Data Book: A\/es prcject and to the Cape Department of
Nature and Environmental Conservation's survey of the status of
raptors in the Cape Province.

^ 
LrIi--..-r /r--r:-hlAl-ika:nq) nrrhlie itv rramnhlFf wic desioned

^nd 
nrintod drrri-- l-ha rza:r errnnlioc nf rho n:mnlrl^f h^'.^ L-^-glluY!.qtst|rLJtLL.-LFul''vll

sent to all the active bird clubs. Copies of the pamphlet are
enclosed wiLh every recovery report sent to the finder of a ringed
bird. Besides being more attractive and inforrnative than the old
pamphlet it is hoped that the new one will help to increase the
raf c of ra.^\rar\r nf ri naozl l^,i rrlcf vr ! rIYUU !f,!vJ.

in Pretoria from 6 - lt
has been condensed and

African Journal for
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Mr P.J. Le Roux, Chairman of the
checks the Agenda for the annual
on 6th November 1980.

SAFRIT"G Steering Conmittee,
meeting held in Pietermaritzburg

An interestin recover

An Arabic letter was received from Saudi Arabia via our colleagues
in Fin-Land. The finder, lvho picked up a Finnish-ringed bird
beside the Steppe BuzzaTd, sent both reports to Finland whence it
was Sent to SAFRING.

What does one do when faced vrith a ]etter in Arabic? I took the
nrnhlam t^ n\' ..I Ioaorre QicL^rd Rrnnke who said "Co and see the
Professor of Hebrew, of coursel" I was taken aback until Richard
Doinl-c.l.rf fh/f anv Drefessnr nf Hpl-.ew worth his salt would know

Arabic as welI. Jenny CarLer, Lhen SA|RING's secretary, used her
charn or) Professor S.A. Hopkins at Lhe Unjversity of Cape Town

who klndly t-ranslated the letter as follows:

To whom it may concern:

I came upon a falcon/hawk and on its l-eq was a ring on which was

wrilten the address on the envelope, I wish to send you this
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i-n the hope that it will be of some benefit to you in helping
you reach useful results.

This hawk was captured on 4/11,/'98 according to the Islamic calendar
^^'-..\t in NW Saudi Arabia about I07 km west of l{edina.drru wd5 uaugr

For your information another hawk was caught at the same place on

5/Il./t 98 and on it was written the folfowing address:
Inform Zoo

Pretoria
KO 4032

l
If you wish to have further information I hope you will writet-

I to mp ^f ihp address befow.f '"
With best wj-shes,
Muhammad Hamd Ahmad al-Hazimi
Centre for Educational and Social Servlces
Media, Saudi Arabia.

The ful1 details are:
Species: (RI54) Steppe Buzzayd Buteo buteo
Ring No: K 04032
Rinqing date: I November 1975

) ni"qj.ng tocation: Holme Park, Transvaal 24 56 S; 28 32 E

r Ringer: Frank von Maltitz
/ n".overy date: 7 October 1978

Recovery locality: ]0? km west of Medina, Saudi Arabia
24 30 N; 38 20 E (approximate co-ordinates)

Status: Presumed dead
Finder: Muhammad Hamd a1-Hazimi

I',ledina, Saudi Arabia.

The liqhter side of SAFRING

The following Letter was received from the Pretoria Zoo:

The Curator,
Pretoria Zoo,
Pretoria
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r6.12.19

Dear Curator,

Further to the instructions on the enclosed rino i rr in:',rr.ing
you of the circursL,-inces surroundina the der isc ^f 7' ur ;i reor.,

At 5.30 a.m. today this bird alonq with several others was

observed feloniously destroying crops in a Bryanston carden.
Between that time and 7.00 a.m. several birds were shot, this
6n6 Amnnfl fham

The rino was n-f iec.l .rrnno fhe do:d anri fhe hird kanl- rcidg f6r

cfose inspection. ft was in wonderful condition, very fat, and is,
at thtr m.menf qorkinn in e qnacir'l merinedc nrinr fn ini'-- J__nrng us

T look forward rzerv mrrch fo reefind qome more of these madni finenfLrteJrrr r :!Lrr L

birds in identicaf circumstances to those pertaining today.

Yorrrq f: i i.hfrr I I rz end Hrhnv Ym^c

Pigeon Lover.

P.S. WoulC it be possible to have some rock pioeons next? They
are equally good for the Lable and rnake a far more presentable
appearance when served to guests than their srnaller cousins.

However the finder did not encfose the ring and qave neither the
ring number nor his name and address! The fetter bore a

.Tohannesburg postmark. We at SAFRING wish that "pigecn Lover"
woufd add ornitholoqy to his ot:vious interest in qastronomy -
at is very frustratjnq to hear of the dernise of a ringed bird
without recej-ving the recovery information.

P.D. MORANT, SAFRING, University of Cape Town, 7700 RONDEBOSCH.
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