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The total number of birds ringed during the period was 393
of 40 species. This is considerably in excess of any previous
total and is chiefly due to the assistance of Mr G D Underhill
in April-May 1979. Two species not previously ringed were

taker, the Fairy Tit-babbler Parisoma layardi and the Boubou

Laniariue ferrugineus. Another Tchagra Tchagra tchagra, of
which the first was ringed last year, was also taken.
The most numerous species ringed were : Masked Weaver Ploceus

velatus, 51; Pale White-eye Zosterops pallida, 44; Cape

Weaver P, capensis, 37; Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus, 33;

Cape Canary Serinus canicollis, 30; Common Waxbill Estrilda

astrild 25; Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis, 24;

and Red Bishop Euplectes orix, 19.

The number of re-traps was 79, also a record, representing 17%

of all birds caught. The most numerous were the White-eye (15)
and the Masked Weaver {(11). However, other species showed a
higher ratio of re-capture to ringing. Thus the Cape Bulbul

Pycrnonotus capensis showed seven re-captures to 15 newly ringed;

the Cape Coly Colius ceolius four to six; the Marsh Warbler

Acrocephalus baeticatus five to ten; the Tit-babbler Parisoma
subcaerleum three to one (!); and the Fiscal Lanius collaris
six to six. Tn these species, therefore, a substantial oro-

portion of the entire population has been ringed.

Another interesting feature has been the re-capture of birds
ringed originally five or more years previously, e.g. a Fiscal
ringed in October 1972 re-trapped (for the third time) in

April, 1979; a Cape Robin Cossypha caffra, also ringed in

October 1972 and re-trapped (for the second time) in April

19795 and another, ringed in the same month, re-trapped (for
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the second time) in May 1979,

Two species or the farm for the first time in

this pericd, Saxicola torquata during a cold spell

in October -9~ ! 4 Slack ‘rows Corvus capensis in December.

The ©.-:t .as probably a 2ird driver down by the weather form

the Swartperge and the secord a stray from the Karoo further

north, Other seldom-recorded species rcluded a Creenshank

Trirga nebularia and a party cof Karcc Zreer Wwarblers Eremomela

gregalis.
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Recertiy ringed scme D lycaToner Mugicapa adusta pull.,
After the cnicks had been replacea in the rest, the adults
cortinued with feeding., Af-er a fe. feedirg visits, one

adult bird was observed to bte oull.rg at a ring on a chick.

The rirgs beirg of a s._ lver . Lo meEfekble the faecal cacs

and as a result the adult n.rde -, =35 ~emcve _hem. The
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parente tug so violently, =ha: Tnhe C¢hicks could be injured

cr o even pulled right cut ¢ —re
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I suggest that anybod, rirg.-
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x¥lth oright rings

(stainless ctee acken them first.
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If colour-rirging

£.7g urzerta-~er, coembirations using

bright colours such wrlts, Z.gnT green, light blue and

yellow, should be avcided, or the cffending rings should be
blackened. An indelirle marker seems to be adequate for the
purpose and will wear off shortly after the bird leaves the

nest.
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