PATAGIAL TAGGING OF WAHLBERG'S EAGLES

Mr A J Anthony
Pravate Bag 7003
CHTREDZT
Rhodesia

he Wahlberg's Eagle Acuila wahlberg. ¢ a commoen sight ir

£

th= =z=avarna woodlands

Southerr Af-ilca durirg Its breeding

Seancr, August through tc April., ATueLer . ItoLe Tansploucus

Ly ti o abserce durirg the rest af -he Lzar Sreyr (1062)

RS Tirst persan to draw atte toor T2 re Lazrlinerg’'s
disaprearance during ite nor—pbreetirg <ozsor Africa,

while Crowr (197 corfirmed thz- v Fast Afri-z thic eagle

G <
alec leaves its breadirg grourde after resiira. HMore recently

Smeenk (19743 poted corceniration: Of sahlberg's Eagles movirng

rorlh o December 278 and 7

saruary to early March 1971,

A correspording coris

tior of south bound migrants in
August or September sas ro: cocerved. However, large numbers

the eastern shore of

Tember ((Ulfstraad

B

2z report Cahlberg's movirg
Lake Yintorla v fuguet and a

o Tanzaria durirg Auc

<7 ard September,

= could well irvolve =t mogration of

Marircera’s to Southern Africa.  What e co-fuciro, 1o o-ie

<

rthuard movement of these eagles in December ~- arch 2misey
187457, wher the maiority of the adult birds -~ Fas*t arc
Scuthern Africa are ‘n the middle of a breeding cycle. <culd

it be that those eagles seen moving north by Smeenk were sub-

adulte moving out of adult breedirg territories? Or s there

a “crossroad" area from

1ich the eagles migrate north and

south? These are some of the questions that we hope in the
leng run will be answered by patagial tagging wahlberg's Eagles

in Southern Africa. Detailed obtervations at the nest site

durirg tagging should assist ir answering questions on the

size of breeding territoriec and male/female share of nesting

activities; while the returr or otherwise of marked birds

28



to their breeding sites in futu

us answers to the strength of p

toc the same n

At

and female return
bord.

The

precent

of the pair

guestions. basic krcwleage

n < &

raturac

d

LT or

sh

any animal I

conservation, ul it e

9]

ce

Q

chicks we woul he acl

4]

tagging

resting, where they set up the

they migrate scuth while they a

data would be difficulz coll

birds

tc

+

C away from their nestin

rre from these tagged eagle

journals in Africa

British Ornithclog

we feel maximum benet i car be

Wahlberg's Fagles.

The tag¢ we are uetr

(1577 ou

cle

hy Kemp

beern made from ite; thi

rylon Impregnated e, which
criginal Darvi P

out ¢f Sterkolite ard one colou

arother to contrast to

kind of

give the

The effect of this tag

Kemp (1977} and other workers

w

even preferable to leg rings.

Aryone wishing to assist in

to please contact us at the g:o.

codes are rct duplicated.

References

Brown, L. 1970. Africar Sirds

Brown, L. 1968

& Amadon, D.

the World. Hamlyn P

both East and

fcal Union

Numbers and letters are

re breeding seasons would give
(do the same male

and the length

air bond
est each year?),
here are no answers to these
of the average life span of
crrert vital to its

1e

-

of conserving.

By

ct data on age at

@

rritcries and whether

. Scrme of these

=otall, whoge pertaining

g rcrease tne

S

west

member =

derived from

in

design to that described

r availability and oost

, has

s is a tough plastic with a

is more flexible thar the

easily cut

r can simple be glued con

cut out secticn.

or eagles has

neer

o pe regligib!l

Eagles 1s acked

that tag colour

of Prey. Collins, London
Hawks and Falcons of

Feltham.

tagles,

ublishing Group,

29




Kemp, A. 1977. Some Marking Methods used on a Variety of
Southern African Raptors. Safring News 6 : 38 - 43.

Smeenk, C. 19074, Comparative Ecological Studies of some
East African Birds of Prey. Ardea 62 : 1 - 97.

Steyn, P. 1962, Observations on Wahlberg's Eagle. Bokmakerie
14 7 - 14,

Ulfstrand, S. 1960. Migration of African Kites and wahlberg's
Eagles at Lake Tanganyika. Kong. Fysiogr. Sallsk.
Lumd, Fork. 30 : 31 - 39.

Wing-tagged Wahlberg's Eagle, sketched by Duncan Butchart.
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