FURTHER RESULTS FROM RINGING THICK-BILLED WEAVERS
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This rote supplements the accourt <f rirgirg Thick-billed

wWeavers Amblyospiza albifrons in a Piezsrmaritzburg garden

given ir Safring News 7 (1). Frocm Sectewoser 1876 to April

o

1979 158 birds of this species were ca.gh: acd rirged in the
garden while 70 were ringed as restl_rcs at reed beds within

3 km., ©f this total ringed birds secre rezracoed 17 the garden
o 75 occcasionsg, These retrapped H."a: rourecered 36 Individuals,
32 having been ringed as adults ¢~ :sur-adults arnd four as
restlings. z7? were retrapped corl, crce, one was retrapped 13
times! The lorgest irterval ber.eer ringing anrd retrapping
was 2 years and B85 days (rirg rc. 4-48229). As this bird was
not a juverile when it was rirged it would seem that three or
four years is not ar urcommcr age for these birds to attain in
the wild. The dates c¢f rirgirg and recapture c¢f 30 of these
birds are shown diagramma::caily ir Table 1, but retraps less

than one month after ringing are rot Ircluded,

The trap used has been improved irn several ways, It has no wire
floor but stands on a bird table abcut cre mezre high.
Omitting the wire floor would seem tc make the <rap mcre

inviting but it has the slight disadvar-ace the Trap can-

not be used as a cage in which to carry cap oirds to the

ot
c

t
o
[}

place where they are going to be ringed. Ir ocrac:tice ihis
doesn't matter as they are taken from the trac -rrcugh a small
side door. Leather gloves are always worn ard a “-lerd who
tried to help but thought they were unnecessary 1..22 <o regret

the experience!

The trapdoor drops vertically when the electroragret cr the

trap roof releases the catch. This is much more eff:

than having the door swing down on a hinge. The trap is made



of 1" mesh welded iron wire. One inch sguare holes allow

small birds, usually Bronze Mannikins Lonchura cucullata, to

escape while Thick-billed Wweavers are retained.

Ar electric contact maker s used at the trap entrance. This

consists of a rarrcow bar ¢f palsa wced hinged at one end and

resting onr a weak spiral sprir A bird treading on it brings

el

two brass points into contact and ccmpletes an electric circuit.
This may be arranged tc release the trac deoor directly but is

normally used to switch on ar electric bell ir the house, which
goes or ringing until someone turns it off, warred by this bell

one can watch the bird{s) at the trap, reiect species that

several car be

are not wanted ard on cccasions wait unrt

caught simultaneously.

with doves excluded by making the trap door tco low far +them,
the only spec.es that really competed with Thick-t. i«

for sunflcower seeds was the Streaky-headed Seede=!.r

gular.s. o fird that this daint:

bird can with such large ceeds.

Birde are ofter atrtracted toe the aviary without visiting the

trap at a:l and anocther methad has deer used Lo oacch rhefe,
Tzt Twe acors wiThoaoemg il comparimenrt
aonLrn v e resr g o nmer
~ L o s e Fovoer
a spiring to cluze 11U T SER B - > 8 b .
t opern. A siring attachs B e - SR S - P
side -f the garder as soor @ LoL LT tLre o * AL . &
girde in the nardg «riie Zelrc rir LT e e s
may =truggle Ly At Tl eyl - [STERE S A
srick, like a “nick maton, L I T S S¢ove
ringed. fhe nird g-azgcs Thi SRC xiy o and rear § Ay
the fout Jloanil® o Trs clon e st o ang the ars e

In previous years no birde were trapped durling February, “arch

or April, presumably because there was plenty of food avaiiable



elsewhere. This was unfortunate because moulting occurs during
these months, Trn 1979 an effort was made to close the gap in
order to obtain moult data. The aviary was enlarged and the
number ot birds in it increased, sunflowers were kept in
blossom for practically the whole summer and autumn and the
trap was set every cay whether birds came or not (except In
very wet weather). Ten birds were trapped in February, four

in March and five in April, two being retraps. These 19 birds
were five adult females, eight juvenile malez and six ifuvenile
females. Adult males were conspicuously abeent ard this must
have been due to their leaving the local restinrg =ites before
the females and fledglings and perhaps wandering further afield.
That the males did rot leave the distrist altogether was shown
by the presence of a few adult males with flocks of females

and iuveniles at local roosts during these morths,

Eleven birds in moult have now been caught during July anrd
August 1977 and 13978 (late secondary moult) and Jarnuary to
April 1979 (early primary moult). So far none have been caught
in the middle of their moulting season. Moult score data

from these few birds are shown in Table 2. Tt appears that
moulting in wild birds is spread over a longer period than

in captive ones.

TABLE 2 -_’

Moult sc¢ore data from 171 birds trapped in the garden
o = primary moult score (P.M.S.) 8 = secondary moult score
(5. M.S.)
Moult in aviary birds (1978) was completed between A & B.

Prcbable moult score curves are indicated B OB e
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TABLE 1

ates of rirging and retrappirg 28 Thick billed weavers

MOULT SCORE

ringing data =+ = retrap date No - ringing at nest
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