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An ara]-vsis of -1 -l 5 r'ecover!es of t.he
'inansvaal slrows i:hair there has bcren a

recovened in the Cape Province, The

accond ilrg tc the yean that they we.e
j-n the Cape ane shown in TabIe 1.

Cape Vr:1t1,neS r inged in the
decl rre 1n ',he numben

neicvenies of vuitr-rnes
ringed and number necc/vered

RINGED TN THE TRANSVAAL

REGIC\ OF'RF'CVERY

TABLF 1

RfCO!'ERrfS CF CAPE VLt-TlrRES

BY YEAR CF R]NG]NG AI'JD

Yean Numben r'ecovened

Ringed in Cape Fnovini:e O/c^al1
1953 1 i
1954 ,': 4

1955 1 5

i9a6 2 :J

1957 3 5

'1 959 C ?,

-1 95S ? 4

1950 : 6

196-l 't ?

1952 2 3

'i963 C O

1S64 i 3

1965 C) 4

1966 '1 8

1967 0 4

1968 ? 3

196s O 3
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1971

197 4

1 975

o-84
- ol

3-65
1-45
o-22

o

1

o

2

2

1

Recoven ies
in thc eane OveralI

o

la

o

25

t3

4

"z necoven ies
in tho aa^p

25

11

95% confidence
1im i.ts

IJ - OJ

12-4?
4-23

2

3

d

IJ

23 I

Note the Cape Province is taken as the anea south of latitude 29S.

Although the pencentage of the necovenies that are found in the
Cape vanies between C a^d 67%, there is no signigicant diffenence
between yeans as the sampl-e size each yean j-s small. Howeven by
grouping the rel-r,er -er'; by decades shows signiFicant tnends,

IABLE 2

SUN4MARY OF RECOVERTES OF CAPE VULTURES RlNGED IN THE TRANSVAAL

8Y DECAOES Af.ID REGION OF RECOVERY

Decade

1950's
1960's
1970's

1953 - 1964

1965 - 1975

1S65 - 1972

1973 - 1S75

?6

36

53

'1 1

9

6

17

I

5

40

75

31

42

12

11

27

o

3

-59
-2?
-30
-25

Tn the i950's 42% of the 26 necovenies we'^e reponted fnom the
Cape. This propcr^rion decneased to 25% Ln the 1g60,s and ta 11%

rn the 1970's. The diffenence between the 1950,s and 1970's is
si-gnif icant at the 95% level.

Similarly 1f the reco'.ds ane divided into only two peniods,
befone 1965 and aften 1964, the differences ane also sign lficant
As it was possible that increased effort tc obtain recoveries

I
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fnom-1973 onwands may have blased the sample the neconds fon the
period -j965 to 1975 were djvided and companed. Thene was no

dj-ffenence between the recoverres of 1965 - 1972 and 1973 - 1975.

Thus the increased seanching d1d not apoarently affect the shift
in repon'.ing L:cality,

Assuming thati the shift in neportrng 1ocar. It.v rs real then it
may havc resulred Deca{.se Ihe'.ultu'es g-aCL.a]l_v clecnrasec thtrir
nate of dispensal to the Cape on necoveni.es of vultunes in the
Cape wene not neported. Thene has been a iec I ine oi ihe a-aOe

Vultune populations in the Cape in the l970's but the causal
factors ane r'rot known, Two possrbillties,.lecneased food
a.va Llab--1:ty and pensecut ion, corrlC boi h speed the decl i ne and

shift the necoveny Iocality. The dispersive vultunes fnorn tl're
Transvaal may have gone elseurhene to betlen food supplies anC,/on

they may have been poisoned by Cape farner: and not repcnted.

AN INTERESTlNG RECOVERY

R144 Lizzard Buzzard Kaupifalco mon:gnammicu:

[4ns D. Hal] reponted the necovery of a L tzzacd Buzzand, ring no.
635-03857, on her farm Boschnand near Mataffin, Eastern Tnansvaa
The details ane:
Rrnged at ilataff in ?5o27'S 30o56'E on 6 .7 .69. Adult male,
Rr-ngen: Cltve Hunter.
Recovered at Boschrand Farm, Mataffin 25a?7' S 3Oo57'E on

24.?.7A. Fcund dead.

102 months elapsed between ninging and recoveny.
longevity necord in South Afnica was 40 monlhs.

The pnev ious
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