close on 7 700 for the former and 23 000 for the latter. Most
Turrstones were focund on rocky shorelines away from normal bird-
ing and count areas but, surprisingly, the largest concentra-
ticns of Sanderling were in the two large lagoon areas, but

also geood numbers on rocky and mixed rock/cand sheres, and

sardy beaches.

[t is intere note that while the Sanderling does not
seam ¢ De Con ~o a particular area of the scuthern African
coastlire the populat.on of Curlew Sandpiper :in this area seems
to be the same each year with very littie interchange with the
population summering ir tre South West and wWestern Cape.

I have one complaint - nct enough ccpies of the report were

published.

REWARDS FOR RECOVERIES

J.A. Ledger
P.0O. Box 1038
JOHANNESBURG

2000

I would like to comment on the question of rewarcs recover-—
ies, following Pat Morant's interesting acticle in ring News
6 (1) 1977: 34-37. Firstly, humans being what the :e, finan-

cial incentives offered as bait tc encourage pec to report
ringed birds must inevitably result in abuse and courruption
(the Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres, Tor example, wculd be
extinct within a fortnight if me and my mates got R10 for each
recoveryl!). On the cother hand, ore can acknowledge people in
non-monetary ways. A nice example cof this is practiced by the
Japanese Bird Banding Scheme. Al the Fourth Pan African Orni-
thological Cengress in Seychelles ir 1076, soms of us had the
cleasure of meeting Mr Masashi: Yoshii, Chief of the Bird Migra-
tLOr Researcn Centre, and nhe showed us how they "reward recover-
ies"™ in Japan.

They have designed a very neat and pretty little tie-pin, which
features a miniature bird ring, complete with return address

and serial number. The whole thing is silver-plated, and they
send one to every perzon who reports the recovery of a Japarese-—
ringed bird. The tie-pins are mere trinkets, withocut any real

commercial value, yet they mean something and are a2 tangible
form of "reward" for the person who tcok the trouble tc repor

the recovery. Nobody would bother to shoot birds in order ta
fill nis top drawer with tie-gis, so the danger of the system
being abused is miInimal.

cur part of the world
token like a shiny

Many of the people repc
are relatively unscphis

Ting reccveries
“icaeted, and a 1litt

tie-pin, or a little medallion. cr even a ely printed certifi-
cate, would impart a serse of recogrniticn, and make people will-
ing to report further recoveries. More important, such tokens

would very often become talking points 1in the community, and
would effectively spread the message about vird-ringing at
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zze~rzcots level.

stal reeded to implement such a scheme would be minimal,
resuits could be excellent, and certainly would pay
s in the long term. How about it, SAFRING?

3

- d

)
ot

‘
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The Japanese "Recovery Reward'" tie~pin, seen here on the
Endangered wWildlife Trust's distinctive fie. I've never
recovered a Japanese bird, but I managed to persuade

Mr Yoshii tc part with one c¢f his pins!
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