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vJhen uging a baichatri tnap fon a "a.niety of raptons, one sjocn
learns that it is possiole io s+':op the car a veny shont d.stance
fncm binels such as the kestnels a'rii the Llttle Eanded Goshawk
Acciplrer'qadius, but:nai most- eagles have to be grvcr-l natner
rnone ncorn. lt i$ lhenefoae carmori pnactice to st.rp ihe can ai
a distar:ce whlch just allcils l:he eagle tc be ooseIve0 through
binor:uLars uni-i1 lts actlons show i-hal rt has been Caughl. in
ccntTag,t, the hab j-t of si;rne kestrcls of aalmly biirrrg thrcugh a
noose. whlci, happens tc s,rag thenr , rvj-t!-r no slgn of panr. cr'aon-
ceni, naKes it esser:tral tnat one lle clcse enotrgh t!r oriv-. up at
the rrght time to ensuae ihat the br.rd be cartgl'r I once it ha! been
nccged.

we wene necenriy lucky enougn io have a Le:;ser spc,r. led Eagl-e.to|rre
dcwn t.) a t?ae dropped by us, and lve fci-loweC the usual technlilue
of stopping at an extnerne L1 istance, ihere das 1-he u'juaL o!.as1cn-
al, uJi.ng f-lap as the bi.d appeaned to iose its b,alance, buc no
srgn at ally Llme that 1i had been snagged by a nocsr:, iloweve!,
.n examirl.lticn of the tnaiJ when tire binci had fira-ll-r been cha:.,eC
au,,ay b_v a oassing mol:c.rst sl,:pping rr-ght next t.- .l .rId the i rap,
we f crlf ci that ihnee :rccse; ilaJ been neaLly riDptd cf f f I uslt !!itn
tne rvine nresh. Oovrouslv, trre bind nad used t.re :itandand keilnei
iecnnlque.

fi're f.1o: thar ihe SirC had nor lefl'.he tra.p, .lr.even paused i.r.'
rts artarnptg t-.1 g9i tire rlc;, whefr.,l motcri:1r had pagseC ai-r tire
otheI srde of ihe r.raal , an:l haai rer elV f lcrrf a f ,..w me'anes wncn
a can passrid wrth . I tira:r rnei:l3s ci i-l.e i;'an, al,rir in!l back rm.,E-
d,aiely af tln.^J.l.ldr., oir,.,,u.lrj riave Shur/, us tlraL il'r ls p6.itCuaar
brro was non-standai'J ri .t-< b)ehavto!r. ilad !1e ini,.,en L.til cjogi:.
at thaa Linre, watchrr)E the cirC fcrn 4r'y sign of renycusness, pe
vrould have been close enough to see exaatly what ryas happentng,
and rue could have taken ccunten neasunes.

1\4.nal? Neven genenallse on bird behaviour.. E'/en Dinds of the
sdme specics shcrv renrankable penscJnality diffei en.tes, allC these
can rneai the difference between hav:ng a bifd in the i'tan(i or
nenely a bald balchatr.i.


