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wWhen using a balchatri trap for a variety of raptors, one soo
learns that it is possible to stop the car a very short distance
from birds such as the kestrels and the Little Barnded Goshawk
Accipiter badius, put Lhat most egagles have to be given ratne

+

more rcom. It is therefor commorn: practice to stcep the car at
a distance which just allgws the eagle to be observed through
binoculars until its actions show ithat it has been caught. in
contrast, the habit of some Kestrels of calmly biting through a
nocse which happens to znag them, with no sign of panic or con-
cern, makes it essential trhat one bBe close encugh to drive up at
the right time to ensure that the bird be caught once it has been
ncosed.

We were recently lucky enough te nhave a Lesser Spotted Eagle come
down to a trap dropped by us, and we followed the usual technique
of stopping at an extreme 115taan. There was the usual occasion-
al wing flap as the bird appeared to lose its balance, but no

sign at any time that 1t had been snagged by a nocse. However,

on examination of the trap when tne bird had finally been chased
Way by a passing moterist stopping right rext tao ot and the irap,

we found that thres ncoses had teen neatly ripped off flush witn
the wire mesh. QOpviously, the bird had used ihe standard kestrel
technique.
fne fact that the bird had not left the trap, or even paused ii
its attempts to geft the mice, when &4 motorist ﬂdd passed on the
other side of the read, and had merely flown « Tew metres when
a car passed within thres metres of the frap, coming back 1mae-
diately afterwardo, shuoula uaxe shows us that this pacticular
birg was non-standard in its hav‘Gur. Had we driven ug closer
at that time, watching the bird for any sign of rnervousness, we
would have been close enough to sese exactly what was happening,
and we could have taken counter meacures.

Moral? Never generalise on bird behavicur. Even birds of the
same species show remarkable perscnality differences, and these
can mean the difference betweer having a bird in the hand or
merely a bald balchatri.
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