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Introduction

Althcough ringing of vulture chicks has been carried out pre-
viously at the Potberg, the Department of Nature and Environ-
mental Conservation started ringing annually in 1972. The
object of tnis project being to obtain data on movement, lon-
gevity, mortality, age at first breeding and any other relevant
data in respect of this colony, which appears tc be completely
isnolated Trom other countries. The rearest neighbouring colony
was near the Gamka Mountair Zebra Nature Reserve, in the Oudts-
hoorn District. This ccolony has since disappeared, the cause
¢f which remairns unsolved.

Methods and Materials

The nects of the vultures zre plotted on to black and white
photographs of the Potberg cliffs, This is done annually,
usually at the end of July or beginning of August, when the
vultures are busy incubating their eggs or have newly hatched
chicks.

The actual ringing is then carried out towards the end of Septem-
ber, when the Tarsi of the chicks are mere or less fully deve-
loped. The nests are re-checked za er two before ringing

so that only the successful nests ars then plotted. This saves
time and unnecessary abseiling.

The actual ringing is done by members of the University of Cape

Town's Mountain Club. From 19872 tc 1976 twelve mountaineers
assisted. In 1977 however, only six members assisted plus one
cf our own officers, who 1w ar experienced mountaineer and
abseiler, Ringing is done over a weekend as this is the most

suitable time for the students.

The mountaineers abseil to the different nests and each chick is
ringed with a numbered metal ring and a blue plastic ring on the
right leg and a combination of three coloured plastic rings on
the left leg. OCur own officer also took wing measuremenis and
weights of a number of chicks.

Results

Numbers ringed from September 1972 to September 1977 are as
follows: -
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Year Number ringed

1972 14
1973 15
1974 22
1975 15
1976 11
1977 13

Total 80

2 carcases with rings were recovered belcw the Potberg cliffs.
1 ringed cdead vulture was recovered 24 km west of Swellendam
and 1 ringed vulture was recaptured near Calvinia approximately
547 km from Potberg.

Discussion

The use of the colcured plastic rings was started in 1974 and
this is being done in conjunction with the Vulture Study Group,
which covers the whole of the Republic and South west Africa.
The blue plastic ring on the right leg denctes that the bird
was ringed 1n the Cape Province and the combination of the left
leg will give us: year of ringing, nest number, which nests

are the most successful, etc. Sighting reports will be appre-

ciated. The number of active nests has shown a decline since
1972, For example active nests in 1974 were 44 and in 1977
only 21.

In 1976 blocd-sucking flies of the family Simuliidae were
cellected and sent for identification. Chicks were badly
infested with these, but in 1877 infestation was slight.
By correlating wing measurement and weight of chicks 1t will

be possible to see if the chicks are obtaining sufficient food
for normal growth, and by collecting regurgitations of the
chicks it should be possible to work cut the type and nature of
food which is being fed to them.
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