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ln the 0strich of September 1967 W.R. Siegfried publ ished a

poper, in a series covering r.rre ond endengened species, on

the distribution ond status of the Elack Stork Ciconla niqra.
The fol lowing notes, which include observations by the
Matabelelond Franch of the R.0.S. over the past 12 yeans,

add to what is knorn of this interesting fami ly. Observations
have been maintained concurnent with the Black [a9le survey,
os there was thought to be competition for nest sites.

While still mentioned by Roberts and Pnaed and Grant as a

Palaeanctic migrant, Moreau in Bird Migration 1972 is positive
it no longer reaches the equator. Significantly the Cape Bird
Club say it is most often recorded betreen November and May,

but other records cite June to August. In the Cape, flock
sizes range up to trenty-nine birds, and about half that nutnber

are seen during the breeding months; these lould be rnostly
young birds not yet paired for breeding. From this it is un-
likely that any Palaeanctic migrants reach here, as these
would be recorded en route both ways throughout the Ethiopian
reg i on.

Habitat. Pnofessor Voous descnibes the Black Stork of the
northern henrisphere as'A bird that retneats before cultiva-
tion, its bneeding habitat is heavily fol iated f-orest rvith
poolsl grasay glades and narshesi also wooded mountain gorgea
and streams in forested regions". Here in southern Africa we

have no record of tree nesting, the preferred nest site being
a rock cave where the young are not exposed to direct sun.
hhi le the genera! hebitat within the Matopos corresponds to
some extent with Vor.rus' description, there are many instances



wh<:ne the nest site is on a rocky hill in open grtrssland ond

qut te near human lrohitations. Frcm this it is re.Jsonoble to
concitrde thaf t-lrerr fi,r:. bt:en nc irri;r::'r;h.:nge between tlre
P;rloenrct-ir: ooouia'tiors irr!d orir soutr:herrr member.s ot'ihe f amiiy
'rr a- .,rr.l (,1n,/,'t.1, Iif.'-.,
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!gdt_m. Present kncwn h.eerding anei;s n.ln\-te fpom Southern
lanzatria arrcl Z.:nrbia. the greatest known c.)ncef'tration being
.tcr'oss the Rhodesian wrtershed fnonr Sal isbury to Bulowayo,
In the scutlr, *hile concent-i'ated in the Drakensber.g nlountdins,
sightirigs indicate bree.l in9 lrom Auglrral-i.:s arid Fislr Riv'er
Canytrn rrorth throtrgh tlie Kr:isi'b Rrr';t tr; soulirr:nrr An.t<rl,t ori

tht: westenn side tlf :-.iLrrLir(,r.,' A{ r:cc.

Erce:.lirig tales pla.:e durirrg the ci:lcie: n..flths intn, il.r'' {:l: gsp-

tenbi:''r o clutch L'r:ir,q 'l-,,,, :o I'orrn, 4v,:r;rge of ;oi:nq r.,:,rr.crl

to f lvrr:r; a,rcr r:t t!,r!. 111,1.g.-l:;i11iy., 1:i...clatir,l o1 \o!-lr!l ()n

th: :r..51 gy !ri. '1.:,., r:\fr,1;rr.i 1'1; i:,: l(rs:! of a trlcblem 1:hrn wiih
cirtl-i,'i--r:t1 jr'q .:.:.tlc-i" ,i,i rr.-tl r; ,rirr.n c,js.l: .r(j!r.s3!fil€l

4rili i)c ,Jue to i.h,t .:cii;."1'.', l',- .j, .j'r i - \i lrv i:h:.- 1.,r1;rrq .;;;,1 pr..-
srtrr;bly' $;, the o'Jults, :!::: .-r,:1 i .rr' , irc'lu.:ies ;;, .ri 5n11'; irr.:1

+:t-lr vi::ious thrus;s cf t;rr .,ii'i''i, h,li .rn'j guttur.:i ,;r.r'uii'rg

Iict unll[s a tlog. L]rir j:li;teci ixr,:.:i:'i:r.rrr l(-run.l In t"ii iri the
ITL in ihe southenr: Moiopos rrydS .rrr r.'gg -'he | | rhere iL ras
ev ident the ch ick had st.irit:d to c h iF, orrt. lt had been eaten
frorn the shell a fe''v hours befont- A vcnvet ironkey was boldly
sitttng on d rock.iust abuve as t.lre nest wds checked. This
nest is we I | !way .|rrom b.Lroon terr I tci'!. .
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The bne.:d i ng h i story of one nest at I'la I eme has been:

Five positive breeding ner:or'.Js'.rith.-r tot.rl c,f eleven i'ledgeo.
Fr>ur positiv'. r itr, .i potentiol oF scven, making t:igh.ker:n ovet-

ten y'r:lt's r-:ti. istc \.e-f r'i (ttr:n n.: trre('i.jrr,,. i ,,ri.. l\i.)(:e .
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.l_ls:l rS T€"sr-l'ritetl ttr rIs breu,l.rtc i-1!1J i)i\-:i-i,.r'eeJir,9 C,-i-
persol tc, sui{abie food suppl ies, :ir p.rri:iculor during
bnt.:.Jrno, at the time of greatcst demoL'd - i,r'. wtren the vr;urrq

dFe growirrg rrpirJly cri Llre r.;est, a reo,Jl Juiiply ol'suih focd
mlrst be avoiloble rn th.. nedr vicinity of i.he nest. lrle ally
the opt imum .:r>n.l it ions are a dr ied-up r iver .ounse u,hcrc the
r<:mainin13 aquatic li{e is concentr'.rte.J rr, smoll pocls up tcr

November', The present yean 197tr has been an exception in
that oll rlams have remdined fuil" end h.:avy rarins in 0ctober'
have cluse d f ish to be mcre w i<ie lr, dispersed. ,^rs qirote'rJ bv

Sicafri.:.Jr tlr.':li'rirt.r'coi:ccntr'.:Licr:.,f fold ir' isoleteJ oools
rnay c.<D I a in h r ti-rerto tJncrriri irne-rl t'+:;rcnis of Ft ,rck Storks bneed-
ing :rr iirr: Fi.h .:n.l f'ui;.'i; (:.,ir!.);ri oi South tr'est 4flica. Wlren

i u i i ,;r'.:rrl ;,rrd rr:d1 1;

.ri:rrur J.7: k1i.

ir the Capr, i)t'.,. lnr:,': iootht iis oi' the lll'.rkr:irsLtr'5.1 r'i e r': ti,'
irilti rs sctilrLri;1,-.s ._irllr,,-j tht, ''(in9 r_,1- i.ir,gl-ishr,;.s', tt'orri:
.j;l3iens rji'c Lirii:r:t 

"rp 
!1;i,1; rl-'.;t-.5rtvt:r.ri ::ii.rci !r':.i.5 llth,,trgi,

it is ;,rrotctted L,ird. in tiie il.:r'i.ir i:sl..jtst:rrcn ii irir:;

i)earr rr('cusc(! rll () i*:it" irrg rlans a:r.i str'r'.:ai.\ c.l' tr i,u r i

R r ng inq. il i ng ing oi nest I in!.ls has been clon.: as ';i'ti-ii i:s

possrbie sin(:c i9o5r both in tlre Metog:os ind or! tire de Bt'crs

Ranch in tlie :lhangdrr; iir4a, Tc t'late no t'eL:over i!'s ilitvc bcc:ll

ne,;e ivecl, tliough th is i s a lorrg-tvrri i,]ro jcct .rnJ one hop')s
'1:.lrat l:utune ne(:rvcr ies w i | | ;do muc lt l.' otrr kr!rw I t:dge c'f the
spec ie-s,
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Sl{IFT TERNS

A combined Seo Bird Group and Wcstern Cape Wader Study Gnoup

party vrsited .lutten lsland (33 O5S, 17 58E) near Saldanha
8ay on 30 April 1977 to ring Srift Terns; some I 336 pul I i,
al I at the "nunner" stage, were ninged,

To date 31 recoveries have been reported from Lambert's Bay

in the west to Richards Bay in the eost. A single ringed
bird has been sighted at Maputo, Mozambique.

Please report any Fecoverres
Terns to:

Mr J Cooper,
P. F. r .4.0. ,
University of Cape Town,

Ronde bosch,

or sightings of ringed Sr"ift
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