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;im,.: lo;t.t b.rr;!<.rrrJ rssess irl-r,rt li.rs ireert lc.rrnt of the m.rir1-

spc. ics th,rt visrt this ccrrntry. Some species hove pnovidetl

morc d.ltd than cthers and it is interesting to look briefly.irt
c\ne aspect - recaptuPes. Tnble 1 shows the numbers rirrgcd cf

the nrajor species handied in the five yean period; the totol

number of recaptur.es as a percentilge of the ringing tota|, The

or,dcr of the table follows the f inal f igure, lt should be rnen-

tioned here that netting tekes pl ace throughout the vear,
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Treble-banded Plover
Kittl itz Plover
Blocksmith Ploven
Common Sandp r per
P.rinted Snipe
I ittle Stint
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As would be expected indigenous species head the I ist but it is
surprising that there is such a poor retrop rate for such common

wo.lers as Wood Sandpiper and Ruff. Nowadays one does not ning
pure I y i-on the sake of recover ies but f or tlre i n1'onrnat ion one

gcins at the time of ringing and on subsequent reca6rture, there-
{'ore, it would seem pnoctical to concentrate on these spec,ies
which one is I ikely. to necapturr: on one on mone occasions as

the information col lected on these e.cccsions only enhonces the
original data.

Although not indicoted in the above figures colour ringing has

enhanced the "recapture" rate for the Blacksmith Plover but
not, surpnisingly for the commoner Wattled Plover. Here I

use the term "recapture" rathen loosely and refer to sightings
of individual ly colour-ringed birds either at place of ninging
or of sites in the vicinity of Salisbury. In the one year of
the colour-ringing survey the "recapture" rote has improved
from 3116% as shown in Table 1, to 35r8%. Unfontunately, al-
though more colout"-ringed birds have been seen in the field it
has not been alHays possible to get close enough to determine
the exact combination of colours. Too few Greenshank have yet
been colour merked to dra* conclusions.

For the palaearctic wadens it is interesting to note the per-
centoge of individual birds recorded in subscquent seasons
(tcbl e z) .

Tabl e 2

Cr>minon Sand;. ip,en

Marsh Sandpiper
Little Stint
Wood Sendp iper
Ruff
Curler Sandpipen
Greenshank
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The Common and Marsh Sandpipep are much mope restrictecj
seasonel ly, to favouned habitats in the Sal isburl, area tlran
the other sDec i es.

The necaJ:tune Figures in flhoclcsia i'or pulaeanctic visitors .:nir

likcly t,o v.rny greai. lv l'roin thos,: in the t-xtreme south of thcir
rilnge <ls m.rnr-, il' rrct .rll ,:s in t:he case of the Curlew Sandprper,
ale p€ssing through our dnea. lt would bc interesting to sce
comparetive figures from other waden enthusiasts.

W
R, 69 N ight Heron Nycttisgta;r rycticorax H 2801 (M. Moscu)

23.06,69 Bnai la, Romania 45 05N, 28 05E

09.02.73 Villa Nova, lvlo:ambique 17 30S, 34 10E

B i rd found de od.

Prrbl ished in Central.: 0nnitologic.r Romona No: 2 Psge 1{

R. 708 Red-backecl Shn i ke Lan i us col I ur i o 80 484 1f!6 (Germany)

17.18.74 Darmstadt, Hessen, 6RD 50 37N,0,3 10E

Janrlary 1977 Que 0ue, Rhodes i o 1! 55S, 2q :lgt

B i rd found dead.
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