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THE PROBLEM OF CCLCUR-MARKING PASSERINE BIRDS

C. . Stutterheim,

Rand Afrikaons Uﬂ!\k”'l’\,
Auckiand Park,
Johannesburg.

Marking birds to enabie fieid ntificaetion of individuols
without rchandling is important in most research p.ojects

Preferred marking techrniques are those which have the least offect

upon the behaviour and survivai of the marked birds, A two )
vear study on the red-bilied oxptc& er (nghaqu cerythrorhynchus)
in the Kruger National Park permits a review of six colour-
marking techniques used on this species. The colour marking
techniques tried were the fellowing:

Jolour neckbands, Backtag markers, Wing tags, Pornche markers,

Colour riangs and Colour dyes

mark:ng method has 1ts advantages and mu<r he caretully
evaluated in relation to the objectives of the rescarch orogramme
undertaken. The present paper covers three aspects of +the
technigues:

2 -

dentification
2 bi il
irfluence en popuistion dynamics.
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