REPORT ON THE KEAARSTROOM PROJECT, 1975/
J.ML Wintervottom,
c/o Percy FitzPatrick lnstitute,
University ol Cape Town,
Rondebosch.
A total of 300 birds of 34 species was ringed, as against 29t
birds of 34 species ltast year. Fifty-four birds of |7 speci
were recaptured, a recapture rate of 15% of alt birds caught.
The most numerous species ringed were the Cape Sparrow Passer
melanurus (01), the Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus (4%) and €he
Pale White-eye Zosierops paltida (45). QOwing to my absence
overseas no ringing was done in June,
of +he recaptures since the project began suggests

sresting cenclusions on the lengey ity of the different species.

ce rhe age at ringing is mostly unknown and the recaptured

rds were released alive, no conclusions can be drawn as to the

intervals between

act longevity but a comparison of the average
ringing and recapture (the !last recapture in the case of birds
caught several times) shows that the mortality rates, and hence

the population structure, of some of the species varies very much.
The figures are set out in Table 1.
TABLE |
INTERVALS RETWEEN RINGING ANO RECAPTURE FOR VAR!OUS SPECIES
. ' Number of éveragc Max imum
Species individuals interval interval
in davs in days
Colius colius 98 530
Parisoma subcaeruleum 425 {057
Cossypha caffra 246 1014
Lanius collaris 370 I 10% !
Zosterops pallids 573 1785
Passer melanurus b7 752
Ploceus capensis 237 765
Ploceus velatus 208 1255
The much greater average interval between the recaptures of the
smail, |n<exttvurc\s bush-dwel lers, Parisomg and Josterops, than
those of the open-country, graminivorous Passer and Ploceus spp.
and, stil!l more, the frugivorous Lolj is very striking, in
this connccti ‘the ooen country, but insectivorous Lanius is
tntermedicote et the bush-dwell ing ssypha conforms more
o the sesd-saters, it may b 'ru‘r‘um"-’ that the only two
recaptuies of another small, bush- iting )nbekf:{CPP, Apaiis
1, werc atb torvals of 332 av{ FRe dJays 1.2, atmost
ve vears in the second example and the fongest interval tfor any

i specics)
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