anvthing wrong with jt.

Unfortunately, | had to leave the areag obout two hours after this
last tneidont, Poam, however, at a loss to explain the strange
behaviour and can on!y assume that some physical facter might\
play a parc in it. Ciearly more observations are needed to come
to any cenclusion, and | would appeal to anyone ringing teens

to take note of any unusua! encounters,

BIRD-IN-THE-HAND

TERN MORTALITY

A. Cheke,

Department of Zoology,

Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology,
South Parks Road,

Oxford,

Engtand.

I was intcrested to see your appeal on tern mortality in Safring
(Potential difficulty when ringing terns S5(1):8). | had a

very similar experience to the one described when trapping terns
in the lvory Coast in February 19¢%, | had mistnetted them at

a roost on a sandbank, and kept them overnight in large cardboard
boxes, scveral to a box. The next day all but three flew off
alright, but | had three recoveries within days of birds picked
up wandering about on beaches furthep up the coast. | caught
about 90 birds on two occasions, losing three directiy as they
failed to fiy away and later died, on the second more successfui
occasion, which also produced the recoveries. The birds were
about haif-ecsach Common and Black ferns, and were affected
indiscriminately, At least some survived all right, as two of
the BRlack terns were recovered in subsequent years in Ghana.
Although my boxes were perhaps less stuffy than Tony Tree's

bird bags, they werc cleariy not good enough , though well
impregnated with airholes. The overnight temperature at Grand
Ragsam, where | caught the birds, was certainly not less than
JSOC, and though in the open, the bird boxes were under cover

on o varandah and sheltered from anv breeze there may have becn.
Tony Tree specificaily mentioned sea~terns but obviously ALL
terns arce at risk, as half of mine were Black Terns,



