COMMON TERN - RINGING CRSERVATICONS

M. Waltner,

5 Montagu Way,
Pinelands,
7405.

Whilst catching Sanderlings near the Olifants river mouth, Common
Terns were caught in the mist net as welil. The first tern

taken from the net was released on the spot and its reaction
observed, Without any hesitation the bird took off from the

palm of my hand. However, it did not seem to make a stout eoffort
and after somc wingbeats, it just glided along until = landed

on the water, The very same procedure was tricd on a Sanderiing
which flew off intc the moonless night, After this incident

the remdiﬁinq catch of 17 terns was held in keeping compartna
until first light in the morning. The birds werc then ringed
and put on the ground from where they took off after ruffling
their feathers.
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No unusual behaviour from terns was observed during the day when
a count of the surrounding area was made, Just after dark o
roosting fiock was disturbed. All the terns took of £ but one.

This bird was very aggressive but did not make the lcast attempt

to t'ly away. It turned out te be a bird Pinged the previous
night. it was kept over until the next morning. During the

course of that night more terns were caught. Several times
during the night a check was made on the keeping compartments.

On each occasion one or two birds were found to be Iving on their
backs but otherwise they were fust as aggressive as the rest.
They were turned on their feet but unfortunately, | did not
ascertain whether the same two birds referred to above were

amongst them, In the morning all the terns took off from the
ground except twe. These tried to walk away. | decided to throw
them into the air, as high as | possibly could. Arter & short

free fall these two terns ruffled their feathers in mid-air and
flew off strongly, repeating the ruffling several times until
they flew out of my sight.

No unusual behaviour of any tern was seen during the mor
in the early afternoon however, two terns were spotted s

on
a sandbank near the river mouth. When | agpproached thea e
made for the river, walking all the wav., QOne swam across the
river and the other swam ashore about {00 metres further
downstream. After leaving i+ in pcace {or scme time to cnaiin
it to dry, | eventually bes i t
turned cut to be one of the biv.
the ground earlicr in the mornicg. It any

visible 1njuries but no rsason was ,ppulwnt For this stroange
behaviour, Holding the terin on the up of the legs o
moving the han abrorma observed while
the bird i i ond
+to

the bird ) o
release the mourning by throewing
it into the i done in the

never heen

o
mcerning, the
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anvthing wrong with it.
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Unfortunately, | had te fcave the ares about two hours after this
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last !HL!JxL?. Poam, however, at a loss ta explain the strange

behaviour and can oni} assume that some physical factor might

play @ part in it. Clearly more observations are needed to come

to any COUCIUS{GH, and | would appeal to anvone ringing terns

to tgke note of any unusua! encounters.

BIRD-IN-THE-HAND

TERN MORTALITY

A. Cheke,

Department of Zoology,

Fdword Grey Institute of Field Ornithology,
South Parks Road,

Oxfard,

England.

I was interested to scc your appeal on tern mortality in Safring

(Potential difficulty when ringing terns 5(1):8). | had a
very similar experience to the one described when trapping terns
in the !vory Coast in February 1490%. | had mistnetted them at

a roost on a sandbank, and kept them overnight in large cardboard
boxes, several to a box. The next day all but three flew off
alright, but | had three recoveries within days of birds picked
up wandering about on beaches further up the coast. | caught
about 90 birds on two occasions, losing three directiy as they
failed to fiy away and tater died, on the second more successfui
occasion, which also produced the recoveries. The birds were
about half-cach Common and Rlack Terns, and were affected
indiscriminatcly. At least some survived all right, as two of
the Rlack terns were reccovered in subsequent years in Ghana.
Although my boxes werc perhaps less stuffy than Tony Tree's

bird bags, they were cleariy not good enough , though well
impregnated with airholes. The overnight temperature at Grand
Rassam, where | caught the birds, was certainly not less than
2592, and though in the cpen, the bird boxes were under cover
on 4 varandah and sheltered from anv breeze there may have been.
Tony Tree specificaily mentioned sea-terns but obviously ALL
terns are at risk, as half of mine were Black Terns,



