other) environments. Both of these studies have a roost in the
area, but at the Brankhorstspruit study there was a sudden
disappearance of all the birds at the roost. The B.S.K, roosts
appear to serve at least as communication centres.

Apart from this ecological! research, there has also been an
increase in the number of birds ringed per annum (200 - 300

per year now); and a considerabie amount of data available from
the bird in the hand has been analysed by J. Mendelsohn and
others ~ this is to be published soon. The current return on the
ringing effort is + 37, Many road counts were also done on all
raptors. These have proved of little value in assessing
population densities, but have proved of real value in assessing
distribution of raptors in the Transvaal in the recent Transvaal
Bird Atlas Project.

At the most rocent meeting of the group, there was a fairly

ciear ideclogical split between "ecologists” and "ringers”,

The ecologists feel the ringing effort is a high-cost~low-return
activity, and that the ringers should give up the impossible task
of monitoring B.S.K. movements ard confine their activities {o
limited area marking studies. The ringers, on the other hand,
point out that only by continual ringing of the B.S.K. has it
been shown that the species is capable of considerable movement
(500 - I 000 km), and that only by keeping this up, will anv
movement pattern finally emerge.

in an avtempt to unite these two Tields of activity, it was
suggested that the Springbok Flats be divided into grids, and
that ringers do rcost censuses, and colour mark birde on a
regional bas's. There were various practical motivational
problems, and after the recent Ringing Conferunce, Afan Kemp
suggested that the B.3,K. group as such be dissolved, and thert
the Transvaal Raptor Group define a new project on all raptors,
This project will at once replace and partially include the
B.8.K. project, This recorganisation would then “airly acourately
reflect the situation that most of the really productive R.S.K.
work being done in the Transvaa! {now that the bird~in-the-hand
data has been aralyvsed) is that being donc by Tarbnion and Xemp.
The new general raptor project gproposed will involve analvsiu

af a detailed set of specialised measurements to be taken by
trappers, and the detailed vhotography of eash individuai -~ this
proposal is te be discussed by the T.R,8. sconr,

WESTERM TAPE WADER STUDY GROUP

M., Waltner,
5 Montague Way,
Pinelands,

7405.

The W.C,W.S8.6. was founded in 1971 to co-ordincte fie activities
of people interested in studving waders in the Western Cape.

The main objectives have changed fittle since they were first
proposed by Geoff Wiison iSafiing 12725, These were:
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l. To determine the origins and migration routes of our
palacarctic waders, including local movements,

[ 2]

. To determine the structure of populations each year in
terms of age and sex,

(9%

To monitor population levels,

o

To describe the seasonal! changes in mass,

]

, To describe the seguence of moult.

These objectives are achieved byv trapping waders and also from
censuses. The group began with 0 members but has grown little
as people have come and gone, At present there are |l members,
although occasionally various helpers come along.

The commenest species in our area, the Curlew Sandpiper, is also
relatively casy to trap. Therefere, most interest was initially
directed towards this species. Several recoveries have heen
obtained and the moult and weight cycles are now known. A paper
on the migration system within Africa is now in preparation and
incorporates data obtained ir Mauritania, Ethiopia, Kenya and
other parts of South Africa. Co-operation with wader ringers

in cther arcas helps to give a more complete picture than would
otherwise be obtained by only using data from one locality.
International co-operation has also been made in the writing of
a paper on the Knot to show that our populations are likely

to be of Siberian origin whilst those found in the north west

of Europe are Greenlandic. Unpublished data on various species
has also been made oavailable to Glutz ven Blotzheim who is
writing the “"Handbuch der Voge! Mittel Europas”.

in order to improve our understanding of the migration routes

we started a dye-marking scheme in 1976 on Curlew Sandpipers,
Knots and Sanderlings. This gave information on local meovements
but only one long distance sighting - a Curlew Sandpiper from
Ethiopia. However, this is our first recovery for East Africa
and adds another link to cur knowledge of the migration route.

Analysis plavs an important part within the group. At present
the data obtained on the mass is being tackled to show the
seasonal fluctuations for each species, Such data is rarely
found in standard bird books and will make useful comparisons
with work done on the same species in other areas {e.g. East
Africa and Furope}.

Wader habitats in the western Cape have diminished in numbers
and size ever since the group was formed. Others are still
threatened with development, Reiliable population figures had

only been obtained for the vieis of the Cape Flats and virtually

nothing was known for the rest of the area. There was, therefore,
a need to kriow more about the wade- populations 1f they were to
be conserved, On the recommendatiorv. of Professor Siegfried a
wader cernsus of |angebsan Lagoon was undertaken in 1973, and

each year the pmpulntlon has been monitored, Steve Pringle and

John Cooper were given the task of srganising the counts and a

paper on the first two years’ work has becn published. In the

summer of 1973/76 these counts weee extended to cover ali the



coastal wetiands and coastiine i1 the south-wasienn Uaps.  This
gave estimates of the total pepulation for cach species,
Jistribution and habitat choice.  The most isportant caast i
wotiands have been identified and i s hopod that consor s ation
bodies will Foilow the recommendations for creatine rceee: e

The work was sponsored by the S ¢ ;

2 SLALCLS. and the project
completied within seven months, [t is hoped that similar
wili be corducted in other parts of rhe country.,
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HAND WADER GROUP

M.B. Schmitt,

98 The Sentinel,
28 v.d. Merwe st.,
Hillbrow.

The Rand Wader Group, uniike other study groups, does not exist,
It started with twe people and after six years again consits of
two people, Altogether 14 people participated in the activities,
but dropped ocut after a very short *ime. The most likely

reason tor the high dropout rate is the conditions under which
wader ringing is carried out: through the night, walking through
mud ~ sometimes waist deep, and occasionally doing this on veryv
cold and/or rainy nights. it is furthermore very likelyv that
people only joined wader ringing to obtain A-permits, as many
dropped out giter qualifvirg as A-ringers.
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