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Some humans are burdened with a great explorutor, urge, and
others may be sublimated great white hunters, but these are
barely sufficieni reasone,
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Vultures as o whole arc DssPntia!!y w: o rness~type birds,

though cne, the Hocded Vulture, has ++ -+ successfuliy
to tiving with man., ¢ Piving spa' - is disappearing and




Pomatt oy i, et Save geeat aesthotio and cnspae [AEATe
appeal, thes arg boin their way to the farmer, and they
have been of powertui significancs in the spiritual fantasies

of developing man i¢.g. the ancient Pharoahs, the modern Africans’.

Secondly, they arc birds of very low reproductive rate and
therefore of considerable academic interest., Also in several
places, five or six species live together and this interspecific
"soup” is well-worth investigating.

S0, two primary questions are:

"How do vuitures Jive and interact?”
"1 they are dectining how might we ceonserve them?”

We, therefore, want to know (umong other things) where the birds
move to and why; where thew breed, how often they breed, how

;
oid are theyv when they breed; what their immature and adult

survival rates ore, and what are the causes of mortality. These
gquestions can best, if not oniy, be answered by ringing the
birds, in addition, the i{ife-styie of any animal is always

greater 1n scope than is the imagination of the researcher, and
cach species holds many surprises in store for us. We should
thercefore at the outset of anv project invoiving the capture of
birds, individually mark them so that afterwards they can be
recognised at a distance. Secondly, many species (including
vultures) iive in such a way that only group of workers could
even begin to cope with the biology. 1} should be interested

to know how many man/woman vears of research have gone into the
creat Tit, or into scabirds, It must be phenomenal. And are

we any the better for those years, or any the nearer to
salvation? OOt course not, nor are we any the better for nuclear
fission, red-shift, superconductivity or Concorde, just lazier,
more knowledgeable and more horrendeus. 4ali this research

gets done because of the exploratoery urge, dynamism, imagination
and intelligence of individual peopie, and of course, research
into avian biology (ca!l it bird-watching if you like) is as
much on the ‘frontiers of science’ as is inventing the H-bomb.
It happens to be not so earth-shattering.

Thus, we study birds because that is our bent, and ringing is
an esscntial tool for getting certain answers. And two very
important awarenesses emerge from our research efforts. We
get Tirst-hand knowledge of our one-ness with rature and the
beauty and wonder of Planet Earth. Secondly, we are inspired
by the feeling that Albert Einstein put in these words: “The
incomprehensibie thing about God is that he's comprehensible”.

Reing ulorified baboons, we are orimariiy animals of vision and
vouch., That we have, therefore, ¥ poussible, to handie the
objevts ¢f our interest comes no osurpptse, and |ohave

i a bird-watcher that didn’t marve! at 5 bird in the
ways 10 which cach one of us might neod to atono
sults and injurics {and deaths) tha+ we hand to the
irds remain, however, our own secrets.
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