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The lesult ot t€StS c.rtJucteri into tlre volue of- f ree ze
branding binds slroxeJ tl,i,t it i,,rJ little rrlue os a penmonertt
nranking technique f.,-,. rs 1.', 1 t.lreenxoocl li.J, l'.)15, An attempt
to freeze-bndnJ',i-l l.:r.o .-j,,,^l i n.Js. S, fd._]gt:.j!Uf 40 :,104-2fi ).
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\ian) seo b ir-ds or"e Lnot.n tu be l ong I i u eci,
Fr-r lmar r{ere ringed on Eynhallor', Cnkney', l!50,
later seven of them were sti l l al ive. {token from
iulmar by Dn. G.M, Dunnet of A[.erdeen tlnivensity
ot U,C.T" iri November l\r;5),
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CAPTUR I NG EAGLTS BY HEL I COPTER

Four penched Golden fagles, Aqui la clrrysaetos, tlene capturec,
in l[ontane by lorcing them to land and cnouch (El l is D.H, 1q75,
First experiments with coptuning Golden Iagles b;' hel icopten.
F i rd Bend i nq 46:217-2lol .

Finst -vou need a hel icopter, then vou have to avoid [righ rinds
and then find eagles in suitablc open flet countny -mmayLre not a
srlrrtion to captuning Flack Eagles in the fr4etoFos hills after all.

I i ri L iL\T R | \G \1FrAl i
A study of .Jiftenentirl lcss oi rings rnade of aiuninium,

'titanium, and incolov shcr:ri lirtle crt'fciences betueen the three
types. The birds ringed u.:r. clulls lKarliec ,J.A. loli, liecoverv
r"ates and loss oi'cluniniun, iit-',iutr on''l ircolor L-,arrds on Herrirrg
Gulls. Eird Fanli Lnsr 46:l3l-llir. lhe studr rnas Jone oven stx
),ears. However of the end oi that;'epiod the aluminium rings
lrad begun t-o deteriolate aftei-:.!'en !e{'rns, Thus aluminium rings
should sti I I onlv be used on nelativelr shont I ived birds.
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The feature article in the l ast SAFRING Editonial : "What
results from bird ringing?", should have bee'n fol lowed by this
letter which nepl ies to the anticle, We ane gnateful to the editor
of Bnitish Binds for penmission to publ ish and apologise for not
having included it with the first article.

There is sti | | plenty to be ained about the value of ninging
and minimal information so far obtained thenefrom. There was no
nesponse to the anticle by local ringens, lt is essential that
eveny ringen examine the reasons why he nings bi rds. lf you
were asked to justify youn ninging effort how would you?

Letter:

Dear Editor,

Results from bind-ninging,. The editcnial in your Febnuany
issue (British Binds,69:53-56) .riticised ningers fon being
mone intenested in ringing binds than in analysing the results
they obtain, and supponted this al legation by nefenence to the
l ist of publ ications which .:ppears in each annuel "Report on
bi nd-rin9in9", In so doing, it overlooked the fact that much
o1'the output of reports.:nd enalyses From the amateur ningens
appedns in ringing gnoup, local ond county neponts and that,
penhaps wrongly, these are not alreys inclu<ied in the I ist which was
quotecJ, Some ol' these p.:pe ns woulcJ probabl.v be judged local on
intenim in chanacter, bu't the Ringing ond lul igration Committee is
convinced of their value,

The position is not static, Ringens, who contnibute about
€,15,000 a yeor towards the cost oF running the Ringing Scheme and
finence the publ icetion of the annuai report, have necently, voted to
support and pay for a new journal, This wil i publ ish the results
of their work on a national scale, together with analyses by both
amateurs and professionals, the latter havirrg the required time,
ski | | and experience to make the best use of the data.

We welcome the editons' plea that future contracts fnom the
Natune Consenvanc,v Council should include support fon analysis
as well as fe.r administration, and believe that it would be a
mistake to cuntai I ninging just as the analysis of data is beginning
to gain momentum.

Dn, A,B, Watson,
Cha i nman of the R i ng i ng and

Migration Committee,
British Tnust for 0nnithologY'
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