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IntrodVc:t ion

Thc Crowned Guineof.oxl, Numidg gele agris and Swairrson's Flt;ncolin
Ptqrrristis g-!_gJ-lgg!_i are the tuo rost h'.rnted game.bird species in
t.lre I ncnsve;T. 

-Thii 
ini'orme.t ion i s b.rsed on the meagre l-5/

hunt irrg I iccrrse returns {'rom huntens, Fven r.,ith this low neturn I

think one can accept this :rssumption, becouse the Crowned Guineafowl
and Sreinson's Francolin ar"e well iJistributed all over the Tnlnsvaal,
Ver! litf le or no infonmation i-. "vailable on [:reeding seoson,
bnce rl inq su!:cess, netun.t I nrrrtl I it'' orrd anrrua I i ncnement. Dun i ng
l1),I, a nr<;.ject uhich is mrinl\. .:ined at oopulation stucjies on
thr frc,ttrove-rnention...-l sftr:r:ies, r.,:s st.rrted orr Suikerbosrarrd
Nitturr'R.rsenve" A g;'ei,t dcal of this prc.iect involveJ trapping
rnd ringing the birds a{-ten thcir- trreeding season in onden to
establ ish the ratio of odul.r to imnatune birds, chick sunvival,
arirti.rl incnement, the aqe of clri.rks.rnd the number of adult netrops.

A{-icn fhc chicks have hr'i:ci.cLt ii is.iust about impossiirle
to i'ol lor 1:irc'm .is thev niovc il t.rl i r':)\',rr' (iii thr-, ruserve, A

penioJ betweerr lratching .rnd tr'.rpr.irg elcpses, rh.:r'e little
i ni'ormat ion ccn be obta i n.:d oncj r: irc bleed i ng succcss is ma i n | ,-
dcr iv,:rl f nom the numben of cli icks hotched .rnd t-he necnu ir:nrent tc
thr adult r-.apulation oftrr the bneeding sersor.r"

Tr-dpo itrq Seeson

Al-ten thc Lrner:rling seascn qLrine6fowl flock toSr,:thel and on
Su ikr'r'boslond N,rirrr,:, ilc.,.t rle it n.s lotrncJ tlr;lt the best t ime to
tnap them wa,. l'rlm f'llw to Septenrber, lf' the guinc.tf owl ane tt';tpired
car'l,er than ltlo,r,, th.:'r'e dre usuoilr a nurnber oF immrture bind:;
in thc. flock which irre not rc:ady ror ringing, lt w..rs found thot
severdl flo,:ks, which might number'50 to 00 binds edch, join up
at the rcost and breok up into flocks again duning the day,
Aften the first rains have fal len, which is usual ly cluring
Scptemben to 0ctober, the fomi lv i'locks bneek up into smal len
flocks .rnd pains. Then tnapping is less worthr!ri le, because
orrly -<inglc binds.rnd pairs are tropped.

Srainson's Fnancol in are also best trapped during lr'lay to
Septenrber. Duning this period the binds ane stil l in coveys
(family gnoups of up to l3 binds hove been seen), and a number
of birds cut of d covey or even the whole covey may be trapped.

l"let hodTr

For
to trap
val'y r ng

l2

this pr.oject the funnel-type walk-irr trdp has been used
Crcwned Gu i neafowl and Swd i nson's Fnancol i n, Traps of
size have been used and it seems as if the size oi- the



tnap does not affect the success of trapping, as long as the
entnance of the funnel is high enough to al lor4 easy accessr The
si:e of the tr.aps me inly used was 2 2 m long by | 2 rn wide and
| 2 m high. Each tnap was fitted with two funnels, one on each
of the long sides, with measunements given in Fi9, I, All the
sides and the top were covened with 3 8 cm diamond mesh and
the funnels wene covened, except fon the base, with bird mesh.
The sides, top and funnels ane detachable for easy transport fom
tnapping site to another.

Fi9. I lvleasurements of funnels used to tn6p Cnowned Guineafowl
and Swainson's Fnancol in.

Befone the traps ane put out, mixed gnain is spnead over aneas
whene the guineafowl move through frequently unti I the binds get
used to feeding there negrllarly, Then about 5 to l0 traps are placed
oven the area and baited with mixed gnain, with one of the shont
sides, used as a gate, left open. As soon as the binds get used to
feeding in the tnaps, the gates are closed after sunset to ensune
that no more binds enter the tnap. Any bird that stays in the trap
ovennight stands a lrigh risk of being caught by nocturnal predotons.

To trap Swainson's Francol in, gnain is spnead in aneas wherc
co\/eys ane regulanly seen, Then the same procedure is fol lowed
as fon trapping guineafowl, and often Froncol in enter tnaos which
have been set fon guineafowl.

0ver two trapping secsons a
and 84 Swainson's Fnoncol in were
w ith wa I k- i n traps and the g i ven
b i nds,

Some Probl ems encogntered llij_Le trapo insr

Whi le tr.:ppin9 guineafowl it was noticed that each tnao held
a moximem cf ten binCs. Whether this can be overcome by using
largen traps has sti | | to be tried out, although tnaps of about
double the size have been uscd.:nd the sdme nesults obtained, Ven)
l.:t'ge tn.rps nroy tnop mone t'irds, but are diff icult to t;"anspont
and are usual ly permanent fixtures, lt was also noticed that
.:fte n .: f ew d.rys of traop irrg, the samc binds entened the tnaps(trrp-happy i'irds) and others, stil I unninged, refused to enter the
t nap { ir,rp-sh1 b i ncjs) ,

On o few occcssions, pr.ed;rtors, such os the Slender Mongoose
and Spotted Gcnet, enterecj the tnaps ond ki I led r few binds, Of
all th. trappr:.1 bin.r,., f hr' loss clue to pner.l.-:tons was or061 oter
Two tt'app i ng seasons,

tot..rl of 613 Cnowned Guineafowl
ringed. Al I these bi nds were trcppecJ
totals do not include any retrappe(J

IJ



,1 dis.:Cvant. gc oi the w.:lk-in trap is th.:t birds lre f.,d
with grain duning the tr'.:pnin9 seoson' and tliis might ir,prot'<:
the survival cluring the winten months,"

l.ir:r'i inq ltleth,od

All the tnoppeci guineaFowl .:nd Swainson's Fnancolin x'ere
ninged with ll mm lrrcoloy nings. Duning l97l .rnd lQ72 a few
lrowned Guinerafowl wene tr,-rpped (rrr SiJikcrbosnand Nature R,:serve,
ringeci with r:n | 1,5 rnnr ;:lunr iniurr i-ing .rtrd monkcd uith a P'V,e 

"reiil'c,rcr,ci backLag (l,abisky end iv'!otin, l9i'2)" A guineafoul ningecj
on 2,lnJ Novembcr, !971, ritir an aluri i,rium rirr!;nd monked with.:
vhite backtag rv.'rs ret--optunerl cn lith.ltril, 1q73, Ttre rirrg wos lost,
but the becktcg w.rs stil | .rn thc, bit-d. This sl.ous that aluminiurn
rir,gs nra;,', easily be lc,st crn gi:tne.,Ftrrl .tnd r,thcr gomebir"ds ond that
in futune only Incolol'rings shoulC be us':d,

lslsrelsss
LABISKY, R.F" and f4ANN, S,H, 196.1 . Back.tag l,lankens for Pheasants.

.l . wildl, l"lqmt. 26(;1):293-299.
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In reply to the chol lenge in SAFRING 4(ll:17 we have very l ittle
to bnag.:bcrut the knowledge ol'our visiting wadcrs. There ane only
lwo uaiJe r"s, the L itt le S.t iui' lSl-LddS 91l!{tri and the Cur ler Sandp ipel
Ce I i .iljs .t--t-r-usi-[::r' *h.t,, thi*iiiTT-.'J-TJ-i-t .eas<>nei:lv te | |

.,.tab! i.-,hi d"

!-Lt!!S_.)tid, lhe sierling xoni. ct- \1 i,r.ll.r, i*-s ll16l) shoxed
thrt the Litile Stir,t moult tireir. 1:rin;.:r,ics i..iwr tr; thc irirst Hr:c1,.

in \c,'.erLrcr, and 1i,e' s,.rcirnJ "eek in April. Tl'r: ir',lir irjl:.rl rroult,
l'.or,ri,e't, i:: mcst i!i.clv to be o{ si-rcrt;--t rJ';r.,i:icn. i.if :ic Stirr:s
lr .rve .t i'r: r'opc t ohartls ttir cnii oi- ;\pr i I f i;r' tlre i l brerii irrl; Elourr.is,

lq.-lq-,-!Snd11.ii::I, ilie- Crrlic,, Sr*lpioec is llr.r nrost itb,r',ri.,'ri;
r... l,:r ri! (!ur' (rre1r. l-ilsi:--r'e1,' Jui'ir:r Soi,ijt. ii.e ns rit iclt ri c:-u iti.,:
.rr l;1;1,1,1i1 r{rn, >1idi'1. a p.llti:l I'rin.tn,t tncttit;lrl', 1.ir:'e:l'(lql iel'r'l::r::'
r)1, ..rj'(i rosi ci thL'm stitrt tt,:trt',.'tr Junr' 1,:, illi!r-AirSlusl . Illis i;ir)riit
.rri-,sl conmotri), ir;r,ol.,'r,-,i tht: outr:r' three, i-tl!-li' o" f i' c ;:'itrl"tr ''.
All tii,: {'irst-re.ir. i-,irc1s u:rder,lo ihi:,; r',.ruii. irr r;lri: :,t."irc'r' rr.l li,.\
rirr':,'r' l-rolr rei.)oi-tg :l tlrt: iii:l'iarr i-ird-., l'i,c'' .:isr: t'.p!.il' t: - ,

!rrr:.,.rtosi: sc<:ottd.rnr! s .r:; ueii .;: +!.:, =cr+ntl.ri-'i ' r'v!i ia. ihis
r,'::l ,,,r ct- i1,,., .i..'r, ,j.r,'i, 1. 1:.., - . 1 ', r " i' i l:r,,,::: 1.'.,:,iri'",":i
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