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TRAPPING WADERS AT THE NEST
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The majority of wader.s ringed in southern Africa are those
xhich breecj in the northerri hemisphene. Hoxever" Africa has its
own set o.F [:reeding wadersl the Eiac!, 0;rslgpc,atcher, Avocet, Stilt,
Snipe ancl various plovers, xhoge moveme:rts, population ciynamica, etc.
have received little stud.y, I'lost rinEing af t"hesc species has been
restricted to o,.:lli vhose survivai to i-!eJgiing stetus is often !on"
ihe l:cL of ful l-grorn hirJs probebiy refiects -;herr difficulty in
trapprnq. The Fol lcwing rrotes may therefore be of, scme intenest to
i- hose i rrter.d i ng to stud.r Af r i ean 5ne.:ci i no vi:iiers.

I hove used the fcl iovinq technique in Scoiland, and wi',h two
coi !ea'qi'res" have trappe,:J over 1lC *adcrs in two seasons, 'These
we;.e +ain!y iiinged Plover o:rd furo5eer l,lyst.ercatcherr r"ith ernel!
numbers oF Redshank, Snrpe and Curleru. I'isc I have caught a fex
Kit:tiit.z and White-f r.r:;i.ed Plovers in So'.rth .4frica.

$Sl #] ; To make e t.r:;!: --hich xiii h,e s'ri*cubir for birds urr to
ivstercatchsr si:e, or:e requirr:s e lengt,r, ri chicken wi13 45 x 200 cm
forned into the ahap*; su shcwn in Fi.;, l" a:-:C then roofeC. 'lhe f inal
ilpticle shculti epprcxiFinte Fig. 2. ine can make d sn*ller trap
(20 x 120 cmj il' onl.v irrte;rding to catch sm6ll plovers, Four pegs
are requi red to [:eep the trap in pocition.

OPtli-AI iOii: F i rC a xaijer rrest and p iece i:he trep over it such that
the nes,f i* tn ths, cc.:ir-idn as seen in F rc, i. This ie critical.
lf the trap is plr,.e.-t rver the nest so thet the lotten ic rre*r the
back or eides, the Sirci ma-v ialse-b!..eod outside t-he trap, A!sc if
the nest is in rjirect ! ine xith the entrdnce the bind wil I walk out
::gain. The irap should thersfore be pl.:cerl as ehown, and witF. the
entrance faci ng the ri nsen's di rect i nr-, of 6pproach, The trap ent-
rance gho,.rld be adiusted so thnt it is.j:",si; wide enough f,:r the bir.ci
to get thnough. Pegs are pushed through ihe wire and intcr the grounci
keepingThe trep steady, Then retire.

The'nonmal" behaviour. tc the trao br the negt owner is as
fol lorls (es se.n in Eurapean 0ystercatcher): once the ringer has
dep":rted frcm the s!:ene the bird reappears in about 5 minutee and
lands some 50 rn from the trap" it apprcaches the trap and then
starts circlins dt a rrdius af 25 n but getting closer and closer
all the iime. This circlirig $ey be intersperseci uiih periods of
gtandin{f, or" short retneate fncm the trap. After about 15 minutes
the bird circles xithin i.:ches of the trap, sometimes pecking at the
mesh" lt aventual ly concentrates its ,?cii vities nean the entrance,
as the nest ie closesi io the trap xai I at this p.int and about
20 minutes later, the bird enters and settlea on the eggs.

We gave the bird a rnoment or tlro on the eggs and then walked
over to the trap, The bird rises from the egga, moves to the back
of the trcp anC pushes vith the bill trying to effect an exit,
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0nll xhen the r,nger !s erLoui 10 nir Frc;m the tl"dp doe* the bird
panic and stant to fiao about, so the lasi i'ev netres shorrld be
covered qu;ck ly and the L, i r,j srtbdued.

20-25 minutes was Lhe usual trapping time though 4 minutes a
racorci, lf the bird is not shoring signs ot'entrv after 20-25
minutes (i,e. not concentrating its activities at the tnap entrance),
the trep mrrst be remcvedn and 30 minutee must be regarded as a mexi-
mum for the bird to be kept off its eggs, Sometimes the drive to
incubate will !^,e low (e.g. befone a clutch is complete or in hot
*eather) and one must -r.:cept failure,

The advantages of this type of nest trap are that it is simple
to nrake and openate - thene €re ncl strings attached. Algo the
bird is nct startled b'y dnopping doors or other" moving parts so
there is no danger of egg breakage. In ai I the nests we fol love.J
up after trapping the edult(s.) no desertions xere recorded and we
lere able tc ring the chicks as wel l.

Th i s trap mav a I sc be su iteb ie 1'or other gr-ound nesters, e, o,
terns, courgers, etc,

It goes pithout saylng that the knowledge of this technique
must rerain within the ringing cincle. In the wrong hands the
el iminetion of local bneeding populations would be quite possible.

Fig. 1
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