
Availabil itv
The I{.8.C. put its ne! colour-rine d€sisn to the NUSRA Techni-

cal Subcommittee. The desien vas approved and the Llnit will be
stockins supplies of the 2,1.omn vulturc rins' The Unit will also
be investisating the possibilitJ' of obtdinins other colour-ring
sizes in Odr!ic and it is likelr that 16,Onn and possibly 10,Omm
rinss rill be availablc. For the -ix available colo'rrs, the pF;ce
is likely to be around R5 per 100 for 24,0mn and R4 per 100 for
16.0mm rings. Enquiries should be directed to the writer or to
NU8RA.
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It is d pleasure to acknorledge the assistance of many W,B,C.

rineers rhose imaeinative minds and vapied skills have mede the
Darvic rine possibler Richard Sadler, Mike Fasan and Paul l{hite-
house did the necessary machining work' Frank von Maltitz desiened
and supplied the trimming device and also cuts the sheets, while
Manfred Schmitt is especially thanked for arranging the leathering
test dnd fo. desisning the Mdck 2 die. Severdl othersore acknor-
ledsed for spendins their free hours makine rinss, dnd Peter Mundy
(University of Rhodesia) has kindly provided information on his
experience with colour-rin9s on vultur€s in the field,
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In the Bnitish Irust for Ornitholosy publ ication "Rinsers
Bulletin" vol,4 No,3 dated July 197J, Mr.J,Ely 1."t. an-Tn{l "I" "na desien of pli€rs to remove bodlv fitted rinss. lt occurred to
me that Mr.tly's desien ras both cumbersome and almost i'npossible
to use shen rorlrng srngle-honded ( rs is the . dse on ny ringing
ercursbns). Accordrnsly I asked Mr.R,Klomfass, Senion Technical
officer at the Human Anato'ny Depdrtment, ljniversity of the l{it-
watersrand, if he could desisn a more practical set of pliers. He
then made rhat I considen to be a very useful addition to my F;ns-
In9 equ rpment.



An old sursical instrument 'tas used rhich rorks on thc samc
principal as circlip pliers. The attachnent and some of the nose
ol the pliers was cut ardy so thdt the sprcad ras not too sreat,
then an angled sroove 2mm deep .:nd lmm wide uas cut lmn from the end
of the nose of the pliers. (0rdinary circlip pliers could also be
nodified in the same woy).

The erooves must not be at risht ansles to the sides of the
pliers or thcy !ill not srip the rins and open it but instead !ill
slide to the *idest points of the didmeter of the rins,

To rcmove a ring the tro points on thc tip are inscrted up be-
twecn the nins and thc lcs !ith the pliers closed .rnd then slisht
pressufe is applied to the hondles to open the rins in order that it
might be slipped oFf th. bird's le9.

The pliens rork very 
',cll 

on rinss made of aluminium and starn-
less steel of sizcs ransins from 2.3mm to 6.Onm. There must be
enoush room betkeen le9 .rnd ring to inscrt the point of the pliers.

I necord my srdtef'r I thanks to Mr. K I omfass for h is he lp and
.:ssistancc liith the desisn and makins of these pliers,
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