
LETTERS TO THE FDITOR

S i n,

Since the launching of Safring a yean ago it has done a gneat
deal toward !reaking the isolation between ningens within southenn
Afnica. l-ioweven I feel that there must sti I I be some internotional
isoletion, I received my ninging tnaining in the Cape, but since I

retunned to England (i am now doing my apprenticeship with the BT0
ringing scheme) | neolise the blissful ignorance I enjoyed, in
South Afnica, of bird-in-the-hand techniques used elsewhene.

As yet I ittle is known of ageing and sexing cnitenia fon African
binds - indeed many of the ninging pnojects negistened with NUBRA
are concenned with this problem. But much of the spade-work has
alneady been done on Eunopean binds, so why not cash in on it? One
is deal in9 with different species in Afnica, but the bcsic biologi-
cal processes e,9, moult of the birds are unl ikely to be radical ly
diffenent, The appl icabi I ity of techniques used in Eunope for
ageing of passenines could be tested on simi lan African species
fairly napidly - at least a good deal quicker than rediscovening
themi At wonst they can give an indication of what to expect. and
therefone what to look fon and recond e,9, some juveni le feathers
retained in the gneaten coverts on the alula, contrasting with
adu lt 'eathers.

Fan be it fnom me, a novice with these tools, to wnite an
article on their usel Neventheless may I suggest that a copy of
the "ldentification Guide to European Passerines" by Lans Svensson,
should be in the possession of every serious South African ningen,
It is obtainable from:

Naturhi stoni ska Ri ksmuseet,
The Museum Department,
104. 05 Stockholm 50,
Sweden.

I wes panticulanly intenested in llln,Pipen's anticle on the
analysis of ninging data, Most of us do not have the.statistical
backgnound to make ful I use of the infornation we ane col lecting -
and Safning is just what is needed to disseminate this knov'ledge.
Let's have mor'- of these art i c l esi

Youns sincerely,
John Hanwood,
2 Montague lt4ews South,
London W, 1., U, K,
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Dear Si r,

,. Reading in the Ostrich Vol,44 lrlo,1
Shnikes netunning to the *me !fintering
I might contr.ibute with a small article
f or ptrb I icat ion.

. A, f"d:9.cked. Shrike. female tanius collunio _was tnepped ancrrngec In x Incnoek, 50uth West Afnieo on the 19th December, 1970,lt was netnapped in the same dnea on the 6th Febnueny, 1972,

pege 81, about "Red-backed
Crcrrncls" bl' Davicj [1 Skead.
of the some obs. n\{r. ion

Yours sincerelyr,
D,F.Luclwig,
P .O,Box 472,
Windhoek, S,W,A.

Dear Sir,

Tom Choate's ant icle on ,,Economical Coloun Banding,, (SafninqNews 2,2;t8-20) seems to have noise,d a...tuii -r"""i"i+ iin-nou-ensy, some of it nightly so,. . As I am pnobobl> the oni> jI"=on,
othen^than him, to have used this metho! ii ""it;;;^";i;iIl t r..tjustified in enswering some of the comments made,

Tom Choate has used^these rings cnl.. on garden bird studies,panticulanly with House Sparnors ei.! |\4asleC W;;".;;.-"io"i"t. on"House Sparnow has been found with its colour "ing "^t"^gi"i;n tt"nest material and l.would agnee that this sont ;i .i;; :;;ul.l notbe used on binds using this-type of n"st es the danger.,t "nioi{i"_ment is incneased.

Howeven, I have. useC it qr.iite succrssfully on my KittlitzPlover studies at Lake I.cilwaine cnc ha'e onry one oir".=" comnentto make about its usage; extnemg care has to te taken in-stapl ingthe excess pontion of theTTi!-To ensuFe that it is not too tightor too loose, Incidental ly I always colour ning plovens dFounclthe iibulo /tiLio to.obr iute trre nini-b..oring wei ona a; "tv. Suit-oble wc..ler cotour-r,inss fnom U,K, clst f i.J0"p;;-h";;.;; ll',n tt,i=case the saving oven d period of a year b".orl" 
".;t-s;;";-espec_ial ly when extra money is nequinedeven;time one o"U""! o-".ubutcl cf m;st-nets' In tlre Fierd this rype of ning i=-*i.h easrer.to see than the conventional type,

There, uas no indic:iior tfrot either eggs on chicks were clamagedin any ra-v bv these bands, intensive obs.riJtio"s b.i;;;.;;.,,.mdn)/ clutcr::s ..'rd brcoiis of plovers.

One nrust not be too sctrthing obout attenrpted new methods untilthey. are. proven unsat i sfactony. Rememben that when the cannonnettrng technique wds first used on wadens in the U.K, the mortal i:rate was as high as 10i1. This was eventuelly over.ome U"t ;t--everyone got up in arms about it at the offset we might not havethe most useful wader catching device in use todav.
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Simi lanly with Tom Choate's coioun rings, we can only learn
fnom our mistakes and in time it will be found on which birds
these nings may be used satisfactoni ly,

Nlist-nets ane widely used and I would be very sunpnised if any
ninger can tell me that he has a nil montality nate. Should the
mist-net then be banned?

Yours sincenely,
A. J,Tnee,
6 Glenside,
Glenside Dnive,
St rat have n ,
Sa lisbuny, Rhodes ia,

Dear S i n,

ln Safring 2,2; 3-4 mention was made of flood-l ighting acting
like a lighthouse to migrating binds and specifically mentions
Whitethroats, Thrush Nightingales and Red-backed Shnikes being
attrac--ed in this way, My wife's father has a rench in the
Darw:,rdale District of Rhodesia and, owing to the regulan tenrorist
incursions of the last two yeans a I ittle further to the nonth,
has had extremely powerful flood-l ighting put in aFound the fanm-
house. We spent this last Chnistmas on the fanm and on annivol
found a few warblers fl itting around the garden, I quickly stuck
up some nets and the main catch was of Whitethnoats (al I of the
race ictenops) and European Mansh Warblers, but also Thnush Nightins-
ales Eiile-tlbacked Shrikes as well as a good variety of othen
birds that were no doubt attracted by the large numbers of insects
that hid in the bushes having been attracted by the I ights duning
the night. An interesting point to al I this is that I have not
necorded either Whitethroot on Thrush Nightingale in that area be-
fore nor could they be found anywhere but anound the ganden at that
timei the habitat is also atypical of that normal ly nequined by
t J:e two spec i es,

0n a short visit to the farm in November large numbens of
Willow Warblers wene pnesent anound the ganden and being noctunnal
mignants as well wene probably attracted in the same way as the
above species, Thus it was intenesting to note that in late
Decemben not one Willow Wan[:ler was seen thus thein mignation had
obviously ceased but the above species were all still on mignation
at this late date. No birds were netnapped, even on the day of
ninging,

Yours sincerely,
A.J.Tree.
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