
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

S in,

lhank you fon the Yol.2, No,1 received today. Ther.e is a lot
of food fon thought hene and much to leann, Congratulations.

Youn remanks about making nets and about nylon v terylene nets
bning to mind some of my expeniences. Finst of al I I have fon a

numben of yeans bought bulk netting
fnom the BT0 for making up into nets,
This is a cheapen way of getting
netting, but I would add that making
the nets is hand work, The bulk
netting comes in 3ft widths and so
each shelf means "sewing" on anothen
length, We have made 6ft nets
nonmal ly, which ane ideal fon the
gnassl.end ninging carnied out at
Peterhouse, I am sune 9 or 12ft nets
could be made equally well if nequined,
I have even used some as 3ft single-
shelf nets with success at open waten-
holes, I do not considen the wonk
panticulanly difficult, but it is a
strain on the eyes and unless one has
plenty of spdce the net seems to get
caught up in one's legs al I the time.
We have used old steel knittinq
needles (tne tong sont) with a hole
dni I led in the end for threading the
tie-strings, This is bent sl ightly
and is easien to use than a netting
needle. The loops ane made with
the white nylon guy cord suppl ied by
the BT0.

\tihen lstanted ringing up in Rhodesia,
the Japonese nylon nets wene al I we
could get so we used there, I found
thot many of the birds were damaged by
the nvlon which was "coanse" to the
touch, I found that shouldens in
panticulan seemed to be nubbed now.
Anothen disadvantage I found was that
the nylon soon became bnittle and any
fast-flying bind went stnaight thnough.
0nce the ten-v I ene nets became ava i lab I g
I dumped the nylon as soon os I could
af f ond rep l.rcements, The ten;, lene is
much soften and does not danrage the
birds nconlr as eosi ly lalthough I

sti | | get the odd bird rith damage -
rusuirlly' when the bind is the wnong si:e fon the net) .rnd the nets
never have the hansh feel th.rt the nr lon had. The ten;.lene also
lasts nruch longen than the n;.lon,

l{hi le on the subject of nets and netting, I think it might be
usef ul to ment ion th.rt xe bought tr lerrgth of the supenf ine br,rlk
nettirrg to tny, I hove found this to be too weak fon the sont of
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conditions unden which we work, The net teans too easi ly if hooked
up - even the wind is often sufficient to tean the nets off a hook,
I did not find that the finen netting gave me any advantages in
trapping binds and it centainl,v became bnittle much mone quickly
than the conventional netting, This again shows that the nylon is
not as good as the tenylene nets in nry opinion (the supenfine being
ny lon L

I think that probably the simplest way,to repain mist nets is to
use r piece of buik netting or else use an old net, I I'ind th.rt
tr,rnn '."r netting in either ter.;lene on ny, lon is difFicult.rs the
knots sccm to slip, but this in.r;' be because I lack experiencc rn
net -m.rk 

' 
ng,

lrllI n2fgpelnce to lhe nr ist nct poles,Jcscr!be.l on P 1!; .Jchn
iirri,ooil .:ire-'s irot tJescn ibe rhat he uses to arrchcrr t,f .: po le i n t-he
rlr':rii,..l, fh: :r\stcn r\r u:il rs to ie!.1 .r ;,icr,: ,r{- ;" t,f, ,:;.riv.rrrisr:rj
, '., .. .-;, .,t,1r.j , ;1,,,,..;1.-;11 i ;,ir,::t ,ri ]" l,l, riJrj,j s-ire,ri lr, i'ri-orcin,t,
il . ' s ,ri::r.ji-til ,.:'i .. 1. !,1 91'1,1;r1l ::s i,rq .rn.,i:irer. p, ii:r:e o[ ]" nouri,J ii-,,n
t..rFc:'ed ;rt tht Lrottlm so th.tt thc siight erponsror coes nor cduse thc
inon to stick irr the socket, l'his rnethod elimin.rtes the bunring of
the top of the soi:kct which erccuns if the socket is stnuck directlv
" it h r he h,r'rnt,r'. into the socket I sl ip l p!er:e .'f r?" conclu;t --Lhe li:nqr:lr r-ii ..' lii't, depcnd i ng on the nets be i ng used ancl the hc i ght
nerquir.erJ. i^'i, i,..:ve.r!so found that 1" nake h.:ndl.:s tapencd to f it in
to the socf..cr.r.'€r quite suitob!e" Having nead John Hanwood,s dnt;cle
i think I rnoy rel l use his s;stem to join my wood.:r poies and I think
his idea of using snap hooks fon anchoning poles ln excellenl one.

Final ly the anticle on tnapping plovens at r.ight, I cannot
think wh;, I did not think of using this on oun Botswana tnips, When
llsht hunting I h.eve uscd the hunting lamp quite successful ly to
"hold" plovers on dank nights and I am sune that using a net we could
catch them, The bnight spot-l ight would have advantages over a tonch
in th.:t it is much bnighten, thus a netten who openates fnom a vehicle
ma)i be able to incnease his catch. I shal I endeavoun to tny this
out next time I am netting in Botswana whene plovens ane commonr

Youns s incene ly,
Peter G i nn,
Petenhouse,
Manande I las,
Rhodes i a,

Sin,

I would I ike to make a suggestion fon a negulan featune anticle
in Safrinq News, Most ningers do not become awane of necoveries and
recaptunes unt i I the end-of-the-se<rson reponts ane c i ncu I ated un I ess
the;'ane the oniginal ninger or can visit the NLIBRA offices.

A feature anticle could give panticulans of intenesting necoven-
res dnd necaptures made in the pnevious quanten, selected to point-up
novements, longevity or detai ls of I ittle-ninged binds.

I suggest that the ant;cle be model led aften 'Recoveny Round-up'
in !h9 Austnal ian Bind Banden in that a complete I ist is not given
andm as f inrl publication, This alio,is
ningeps to retain thein data for thein own usen and possible

l
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publ ication.

John Coopen,
A 401, Lynwood Gandens,
P i netree Road,
Claremont, C.P.

)l n,

Dr,Tom Choate's article on "Economical Coloun Banding" (Safrinq
News 2 (z): t8-20) cal ls for immediate comment, I and many 6EIen
ringens considen his method highly dangenous for the bind. The
letten fnom Johnnie Cloete in the same issue dnamatical ly i I lustnates
that even a metal ring with a sl ight gap can be dangenous to species
that gathen bits of thread and string fon nesting material, Dr.
Choote's coloun tags, r^ith thein long protnuding tails, would be a
death-tnap fir spannows, as h,el I as othen Passenines which use simi lan
nesting matenial, or frequent dense thorn scnub whene the tags might
get caught, lt is also not inconceivable that weavers could tie
themselves up with stnips of nesting m.rterial while building, Inter-
fenencc with bnooding of eggs, egg bneakage and injuny to young chicks
by the tass with thein metal staples ane also hishly I ikely,

Those of us who are concerned with ninging administration have
a constant battle to convince membens of the publ ic that ringing is
a strfe technique. lt needs only one newspapen anticle featuning a
bind that hos died on been maimed by a ninging technique to destnoy
yeans of publ ic nelotions wonk, Dn,Choate says that no evidence of
injury is evident aften three months of using his tags. We should
nemernber th.rt a bind may become entangled inside its nest, or in an
isoloted ploce, or be napidly nemoved by a pnedaton on scavengen
al-ten becoming ent;rngled, Thnee months is handIy enough time to
ev.r I uote a techn ique ol' th i s nature,

The pnime requisite of ninging is that any technique uscd should
l.c s,rFe, I am not r:onv inc:ecl that Dn. Choate's method is e ither saf e
on rlcsinable. The only advontage over standand, pnoven coloun nings
is thot the poly,thcne tubing is cheap - but can dny smal I saving in
t:ost- be offsct agaitrst publ ic displeasure against al l bind-ninging?
I woul.J oppt,.rl to ol I ningens to avoid using these colour tags, and
to the adrnirr s1:r.rtons of the ninging schenre to ban all expenimental
m.rnLirrg, unlcss it is done unden strict contnol in onden to evaluate
r port icu l.rl teclrn iquc,

John A . Ledgen,
Bnan<:h Ringi n9 0ngani sen,
\{itwatcnsnand Bind Cl ub,
P'0'Box l0lt,
Johannesbung, Tv | ,

q;-

In his drt;clc "tconomicirl Coloun Banding" Dr,T.S.Choate states
that thc cost of 600'bands' is R0,30 and that this amount is
.rpf)r'clx inrate l-"., 10 . of the cost of contmcrc io I n in9s, I n othen wonds
the sirmc numben of commencitrl rings would cost R3,00 - his sitving is
tht'r'r'f one 1i2,70, Dn,Choatc considt:ns these costs considenable'

lf In,Cho.rtc is .r declicated ringer, he will neadily' agnee that
he spcnds in the negion of SO to 100 times os much nroncy pen onnum
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on petnol, can wear and
his ninging efFont, and
seen in true penspective

1e,rn, inaps, bait, nets, ctc.
therefone this saving of R2,70
.rs having no beaning at all,

in punsuit o1-
shou I d 5e

I Jo not think that these so-called coloun-bands c.tn be considered
ranmless fon L.inds rhich spend a gneat deal of l:hein I ives in under-
coven.rnd canr;'long pieces of stnaw, gnass, wool, etc. fon making
the i n nests. \pant Fnom thi s, it i s known that weavers have been
recoptuned lf reans often nin3ing, and that the aluminiunr rings that
had been used on them were wonn down to half of thein oniginal
thickness, so how long wi | | these staples last?

\l: opinion is that Dn,Choate, by saving himself R2,70 definitely
does no good cy using these contnaptions, neithen to the birds non
to the Ringing Scheme as such, as we al I know how easi ly nany yeans
of good pu5l ic nelations can be destroyed by one thoughtless. ningen's
actiors, trVe can be gled that Dn.Choate's letten was not sub.ject to
any mone publ icity bhan that covened by the I imited cinculation oF
Sa[i_19 News,

I wonden whethen NtiBIiA should not only appnove a coloun-nin9in9
schene as such, but should also specify on appnove the type of coloun
ring to be used.

fvl , B, Sc hm i tt,
95 The Sent i ne | ,
3S van der \lenwe Street,
liL_LlIsJ, rut.

NIBRA Comment - I feel that both these lettens penlraps exaggenate the
dangens of this type of coloun-ning, The only prrt of the design
which onesents an additionol hozard to the bind othen thanthat of the
sLandand coloun-ning is the staple, which if not propenly flottened
could fonm on entangl ing on pnotruding hook. Howeven Nl.lBRA is
cunrentlv assembling a negisten of coloun-ninging in southenn Africir
and is intending to tighten up on its negulations fon colour-ninging.
No coloun-nings othen than the standand ty'pe suppl ied by NIBRA,
sho:ld be used without pnion appnoval and ningers should centainly
not adopt the colour-ninging technique advocated by Dn.Choate urti I

it has been tested none thoroughl;,, Penhaps the most significant
point in the above lettens is that the actual saving costs ane
neal ly insignificant nelative to the othen costs of ninging activities.
- C,C,H,El I iott,

S i n,

A comment on the editorial note (vol. 2, no, 1, P 35, 1073) that
vultunes in the S.W.Transvaal may be electrocuted by "flying into
wines, e.g, Mute Swans in South east England": This suggestion is
pnobably not consistent with the habits of normal ly high-{'lying
vultunes in the nelatively tneeless S.W,Transvaal, away from thein
breeding colonies, lt may, howeven, apply to vultunes in othen
ancas and is centainl;, tnue of quatic species in South Africo, e"9.
Flaminqoesi on the occasional Sacred lbis on its way in to roost,etc.
0F course non-aquatic binds are also killed by flving into wines (in
daylight os xell .rs ot night).

The ultimate entanglement of th.:t numben of vultures (148) with
the guond steels (which-ane attached to the steel masts) and high
tension conductons is mone I ikely to be the nesult of penching -
which has, in fact, been obsenved. Hence the statement in the
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onigindl papen: "lt is
tnying to pench on when

not known whether these lange birds ane ki I led
flying off, on both".

M i les !1ankus,
Dept . of Zoo I og-v.,,
lmpenial Col lege,
London S,W,7, U, K.

c;-

The report of Mn,N4anfned Wa ltnen concern i ng the pa I eanct i c
waden ninging nesults of the.W,Cape Wader Study Gnoup, Sqfling News
vol,2 no.2 page 4, has stimulated me to do some calculutGF"
concerning oun nesults in the Transvaal, In the 72,/73 season Bob
F.leetwood and myself caught 452 palearctic wadens duning 2z{ outings,
This is dn avcnage of 19 binds pen outing, An avenage numben of-10
single-shelf wader nets wene used on each outing, whiih gives and
crver'.rge of 1,9 binds pen net per outing"

luln.W.rltnen is absolutely conrect in talking about a discounaging
pictune fon would-be ningens. Neventheless even we considel our
past season veny successful,

Manfned B, Schm i tt,
9E The Sent i ne | ,
28 van den Menwe Stneet,
Hilibnow, Tvl,

S in,

P i nate Ri nqing_Stat i ons

I would like to dnaw ningers' .tttention to a potenti.rl noz.rncr
to thein sturiies.

I find that we have on our boundonl, o r.dre - penhaps even
.iJfl]menci.rl - banding station which oper;te. spasmodicall,v but to an
1rs ret unknown plogndmme, Thein activities while perhaps not
s ign i F icrnt t .r ir:rt be ignored,

These strticns.rre disguised as poultry;,ands with the noosters
.rnd hens strutl::::q anound os bait not to mention l-owl Food; brnds
beaning Rondevlei's rings ane lured ane{ tnapped,

As vou note, on os you should note, one becomes uel I ocquainted
w ith o lcl Ir,rr;cls ar an estob l ished stat ion an.:l some of oun b i ntJs. now
conpletel. p:rupenized, rely on us fol a daily hand-out, L\ne neco.t-
ni:cs tht iirnp, the twitching ey,e, the nervc-us cough and the guiltil
clowncast t res of some of these and, indeeci, it is fnequentlv not nec-
essarv to scnutinize thein identity crriJs, These ane the old Rcnde-
vlei htrnds who wast€r oun tine and fill oun necords,

0ven the past l ean I lr.tve noted on severd I occits ions a rdthcn
bnazen | ;, out-thnust I e9 of sevenal L.ru9h i ng Doves and a I ooL wh i ch
olmost snys "l am o newcorner. Pleasc mank that," This note is
pnompted bv a captune tod.r), of what I necognize to be an old fniend
o1'ouns who was notchjng up sufely his 150th to 200 netnepping_ in
place of what should be a wel l wonn borrd, he wone a pale blue ribbon
neatly tied into ar bow.lpound his night ieg, 0nly last week one
bind turned up with no less thon two bands on one leg,
l0



Al I this goes to show that some Gnassy Pankite is tnapping,
nemovingrne-annanging, distorting and making a nuisance of himself.
As I have mentioned one wi | | never know to what extent thcse activi-
ties may neach. I do feel that it is worthwhi le keeping such an
incident in mind,

E, H. J.14 i dd l em i ss,
Chief Wanden of Natune Resenves,
Rondevlei Bind Sanctuary,
Retneat, C.P,
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