
and spec;mens could be collected for bacteriological examinations
without any diff iculty,

Catching and ninging started on o veny smal I scale in July, 1972 and
aften a yean a total of 32 vultunes was ninged, The project has
alnead.v pnoved to be newanding with a number of ground to air sight-
ings being neconded within the first thnee-months peniod aften cap-
tune. Al I of these have been local obsenvations within a 50 mi le
nadius from the capture site, No ring necovenies have been neconded
to date.

Although difficulties wene encountened, the catching pnocedure
was found satisfactony and wi | | be used with o few minon altenations
in the coming yean, Howeven, suggestbns on the catching technique,
from neadens of SAFRING News wi | | be mosr wercome.

THE ANALYSIS OF RINGING AND RFTRAP DAT{

Part I l: Lonaevit
By: S,E.Piper,

P"O.Box J09,
Honeydew, Tv I

I nt noduct i on

A stant was made in the pFevious anticle in this series, SAFRING
News 2 : 12-16, on the pnel iminary analysis of rir,ging and netrap dJta.
As before the example used is the African Marsh Warbler Acrogglgbs
baeticatus. In this anticle I will consider the p.obl"i-iElTIilT-
ing longevity from ninging data. The data consist of the combined
nesults of two geognaphically close populations at lvlelnose Dam and
Roshervi I le Dam, both on the Centnal Witwatensnand. As befone I am
gnateful to the fonmen W,B,C, Bnanch Ringing 0nganisen Des Hewitt,
fon co l l ect i ng and co l l at i ng the data,

N4ethods and Resu lb
Veny I ittle is known of the potential on actual I ifespans of

most insectivonous passenines, The elapsed time between the fi nst
and last captunes is shown in Table 1 and Fig.1. A dunation of zeno
means tlrat the bind was handled once only, i.e, it was neven necapt-
uned on necovened,

I ntenpretat i on

From either Fi9.1 on Table 1 it is possible to see that the max-
imum dunation between finst and last captunes is appnoximately eight
veans, (in fact it is 3 045 days, i.e, eight and one-thind yeans.)

lf we include those cauqht once onlv the mean duration between
finst and last c.lptunes is 450 days (i,". t,22 yeans), lf rnose
caught once ane excluded then the mean dunation is 502 days (i.e,
1.3F veans),

Now it should be fairly obvious that if birds ane caught in a
punely nandom mannen then the above method fon estimating therr mean
and maximum I ifespans wi I I undenestimate the tnue values, lf the
binds ane initial ly caught in some post-fledgl ing stage of develop-

TJ



ment then the time taken fon the binds to fledqe mev be added to the
above est i mates.

lf some of the binds are trap-happy' on ttnap-shy'then this will
distont the estimates, In genenal we may say that these estimates
pnoduce a lowen bound to the mean and maximum ages,

The most nel iable estimates of the I ifespan of a species comes
fnom those binds ringed as pul I i and eventual ly necovened.
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