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It has for long been realisced that the two most prolfit-
able lines of bird ringing in South Alrica are the ringing

of northerp=breeding migrants and the regular ringing of birds
in the same place, weck after week, month after month and
year altor year. Somet imes the two can be combined, as with




waders at Rondevlei and swallows on the Witwatersrand. For
ordinary land birds, however, regular ringing in the samc
place has been attempted rather rarely, though the valus of
the results has been well shown by Mrs.Rowan®s analysis of
MroR.ALRecd’s ringing at Bryanston. Such regular ringing,
however, has hitherfo only becn done in urban and suburban
envirenments. In 1971, | decided to try what could be dis-
covered in a completely rural area and to see how the results
of this compared with those from more urban arcas., It is
too soon to draw conclusions yet bul sone account of the
nctual process and the problems involved may be of interest,

The site of my ringing is a farm called Tabakland, in
the Prince Alberi District of the Cape. The farm is in-

habitaed only by one coloured Tamily. It lies some seven or
eight miles from the hamlet of Klaarstroom and about 235 miles
from the small townships of Prince &lbert and Do Rust. It is

in the valley of the Groot Rivier, a small (despite its name)
but almost perennial river, bebween the Swartberg Mis. to
the south and the Witteberg Mts. to the north. The valley
itself is mostly under irrigation, chiefly lucerne but also
orchards of peach, apricot, plum, Tig and walnut; and the
stream=banks are lined with trees and bushe mostly Acacia
and |'\’hLls, but inone |,1|<:;Ct-e with o dense stand ol po;ﬂar‘:—;,
which is virtually birdless, Ihere are two small dams.

The surrounding veld is karoo, of the tyvpe called by
Acocks, Karroid Broken Veld; but since na attoempt has been
made to cateh o Mew scoattered birds there, this nocd not be
Fupther considered here,

I had intended to use both nets and walk-in traps to

cateh £he birds but, owing to the Tact thai it proved im-
pussible to discover any place wher
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st birds; when the Cape
Weavers were nesiing in a reed=bed 1n one of the dams, nets
on the dam wall were protitable, In February and March,
1073, there were good rains and this changed the whole
pattern of bird distribution by providing feod all over the
veld. It one Feund a Flock leeding in one particular place
and erected the nets there, the birds, of coursce, departed.
Preior to the rains, however, they scon returned boecausce
there were few other foeding plaoce cqudl ly good; after
the rains, there were so many ather good sites available
that they Jdid not need to and our total successtul captures
sank to a very low level.

Owing Lo the wide dispersal ol water, in the irrigation
canal s, river, dams and tanks the sctting of nets at water,
which | had Teund so profitable in South West Africa, was
uscless at lTabakland, cven during the drought.

Another trouble was wind. On at least Tour days out
10



Succulent mountain
scrub akove Welwe-
kloel,

of wix, it was calm until about 10 a.m., when a wind sprang
up which, at best, made the ncts deplorably visible and at
werst, blew them down, all teo often into tharey vegetation
From which they were disentangled with difficulty,

Four species made up 73 of the catch - Cape Spaurrow,
Pale Whitc-ere and Cape and Masked Weavers. White-backed
Mousebirds (dospite their ability to disentangle themsclves
from the net! and Cape Kobins were the next most numerous
of the 42 specviesz caught to date. dne of the rarer species
caught was & L :r Honeyguide and another was Levaillant’s
Cisticala, these, in cach case, being the orly records Tor
the Mrince Albere District.

For scientific analysis, it is rhe recaptures, rather

than the totals ringed that ure impoctant, The overall
avirrage 12 % al the birds #inged; but this is temling
to incpease and in the Fipst Dive morths of 1873, 14 T et
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