
RINGING OI{ THE XAROO

Bv: J,M,WinterbottoD,
c/o Fit,P!trick Inrt itutc,
Univc.sity of C.pc To,n.
RoIDEBoSCH' C.pc.

It h.. for lons bcon e.lisod that thc tp Dost profit-
6blc lins6 of bird ri.gins in S.uth Alric€.r. thc rinsing
of nd*hern-6r€€din9 nigrants and the resul.r rinsing of biFd!
in th" s.i€ pl.ce, kcc|( dfter iccl, non'h.f!e. nonth .^dy.€r rftcr G!.. Smctid.6 th. tm (dn b. co in"d, !6 rith



r!d..s .t Ronllcvlei or! sN.llors on the Nitratersrond, F.r
ordin.fy Innd birJ!, ho,evcf, regulnr ringans in thc :nn.
r\l!c€ hr3 bc.J, ri€cn'Ft.d r.ah(r ri.elrr tl\oush thc \.:lu: ol
!h( results h.'s lccn !*ll sho(n hy ilrs.Ror!n's dnol):is .t'
Mf,n.A"Rpc(l's rii!ifS ")t Bryafston, Such Fcaula. .i.!irnl
hohever, his hithp.i:o only b.(r d.ne ir
,,rvironneits, li li)71, I ,lc.iled t. try nh.t couLJ be Ji:-
.o!€rcd iD tr r:onple+.1'- rur.l .re. dna to see hoi thc r€sulrs
rf this qnp.rreJ nitli rhose fror m.r. url'.n rrersi lr: is

rlr.! conr:t!sions yit bur.3omr nc-unt of th€
r.tL.rl p..\:riss .,!l tlf pfohl€hs involve(l Fr) be .f irtrr.st"

Thr ei!f of ny ,insin! is o t'.fo .illcd l.l,d!l.nrl, in
rl'. f,.in.r Alberi 0isrri,,t of thr aJp€. lnc l..rn ir in-
hnbiil:d only by one colaur(:(l lonil:. , lt lies scn( s.ven or
ei!rht iLil.€ t'ron rl,e hd.,l.t oa (i.rrsl.,..om nnJ db.ut l5 mil.s
frotr th. siull i.rrsliir5,if Ffif!(: Albefi nnJ D. nlst. t is
li tl! v. ey of th. ilf(,ot ['ivi(f. . *nl (desFii:+ its ].'mel
bul..lmosr pcrer.i.rl fivcr, brru.n th€ Srirtb.rg Mrs. to
th. s.uth rn!l r:h. Itiltcb€r! \ts. to thc north. Tl\c v.llet
its(:ll' is oostlr und( irri!nl ion? cnirilv llcernf I'ut .lso
rfcr,nrrls !1' Dr.:ch, !nfic.t, plun. fia rnd \dlr!t, .nd thr
str,ri(-lJrl,a nf,. itrrJ N tr, 1r,).s Jn!l li!.h.s, ."sily A.n.ii
,tr(l Rhus, l)ut i,or. rl,i.e ritl\ i J.ns. sr,ia ol por,ldrs,
\h'.h is virrurll) l)ir'Jless, 1h.....( tlro 5rt.11 3trms-

Th. in|r1,und,,,!t f.ld is lafoo, .,1 thc r!or 1rl
A,o,ts, k.,,rojd A,.oL($ Veltl; but siij1. no nlrfirt
(rJ. to .it.h. f.,r s\,,iLtfr.r bi' ns tIfrrr tf]s i.(,i'lrtr,er. (orsi,r.,.f lL ..

I hnd iindtS.-,J i.r nse ltoth ncr..trli 'LJll-in rroFs to
(!1,li ilt.. !rirds l).rt. iii'i! t. rlt. fnct i:l'ij. it r,fo\eJ ii'-
i),i!. bl. 1o Ii.r\, !l,.rf lfoL trJ-l.c(]in9 rirJr
(orL.1.rrf.r1_!1\l/ rh. rIt..f r.r.li!J f.ovi:(l f! trersr

Rir!irLe \n"...rirJ,r!t !. r r..k rv!.r Bontl', I

s.!r lounJ rri.,t it \.,,,.:.:.5i.,!\ t.,:!\, th.
rilrs e!ff\ dd), !ln , 11,. aifLr, :,r ..1.1\ j.t 

's.,i tD rroi(l na
t1,.,. t!.', !i, tl. i,:.1 ri ,s, r,r !,!i,r i.) t)rLir!n ir n
!ff! vrll ,:.,.!,, [,f!] .,o,i.irtfition r!int!
I i, ,!r.l t'r! I !h!n r r. f.r.r.lie> L, ins .t .,.
fifr, th. ort l:Jf!l: !r,,r..1 n!s' i..u)rJ,,L!
1i .s, lh( :tr..nfr i'.J \i"illid oo!t 5irds; (h(n th( 4.f.,
h,.,vcrs ',.r.. ,r.5i i,,n rr ,! r..d-6.r 

'n ora or th. ind:, r, !
on .lil J.rn \!Jlt !.f( ff.r it.rt,lf. ii F.bfu.r, .if !r".,h,
li7j, r,,.ri (.,.. sooi ftin: .nl rl,is c[.ns$l tl]. Lr,. p

r,,r rrrf.f hir.l nistrib!tion by r).orilirl f..l Jl .vrf tl,e
rrlJ, ll nnc loun\l o l:locli lo.din$ in oh. Fr.ti."lrr plJi.
r^(l .r.(r..d tl'.: rct3 rl1{,rct tht birils. of courscr dcD.rri.d.
l'.io. to I lr, rrinsr ho!!!e' , tlrcy s."" f.:t!rn.d b.,,:ousc
tl,. c r.fc iie! oth.f l.rJ'fn r)lrt:.,s .qu. I y qoorl; dft€r
th. r.i Li, tlr.r.e !.r!: .. rnfy otlrer. sood sitcs .vuilnblc
rhnt tl,.) JiLl not ..+d t. inJ .uf tordl suc.esst'ul ,:opturca
srDr rD .r verr loh l*v!1.

f\ih.l Lo trre ',i(l(!.lisp!rs.'l of rntef, in thc ir.i!"l.ion
!r,r.lsr .iverr nJms rn.l trnis !l,r s.ttitrg of fcts !t r.ter,
!hich I hin Iouf(l s. profitali. in S!uth tcst Af.i(:!. !rs
usolcss .1 llbrrldrJ. cr.n Juri.c the dtoueht.

l0
Anothcr trouble N.s {ind. 0n 3t ledst four (loys out



Su.culfnt nountr in
s.rub nbnv. r!.

ol rix, it !.s.dlF !nt | lbout 10."fl., lhen a !ind spfdns
up LflcLr .t Lestr nrie the 

^etE 
d.pln.nb t vlslLl€ anJ:t

(irst, bler thcn J.vn, nll too ollqi i.1o tl,.rnt velrctntion
lron rhi.h they re.€.1is.ntan9leJ !itfi ditricLit!.

Fou" sp.ci": nnde uF t-i oF tl,e ..t.[ _ crF€ SF.rrcn,
Palc lrh:t. .!. dnJ {;pr .t..! \lnnl.l h(iycrs, kh;tc-Ld.(cd
\l.usebi.Js I i.+i.e r hEi |,rb, I it\ td Jrsenr dt'sl€ .hcnsclv.!
fror rhe net! Jr.l a"oe Robins $.fc thc nexr
.f tlc i: :pr!i€s c:uslt to J.le. ilne ol thc rnrcr sp.ciet:
cruqht i.i5 r Lc:s.:r Hore}9ridr ,n\n n^other rds L.'.i llant's
Ci3ticoli,.hEs€, in.n.h cnsc, bein! t$. o.l! rcccrJs lor
thts l.in!€ Al bcrt nisr.i!1.

For r.i€.ti1ir rnrl)sis, iL i3 thr f...rptur":, ""rf'er+lidi tf€ .ottrls r n!.J tl,it ir. imF.riinr, TIL€ or.'rll
:l o thc I f(]s .ir!!rd; but this is t.n!lirs

l! i.f..s" .r.l ir ti,. 1' f.t riv( rnrtl,s nf 1!il, 1.1 : ol:
thf l,ir.lr i.:L!ht h.,,1 ,,e..1\ li!ri fii,i!,r. Th. o J.s+ birJ
so f.,.'e!. rlrJ i: i n- e i,,r. l(r\{f, rc.nFt!ff.l f. ll,.
s...i,l tirr ii! .li\. i t.. ii
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