LOCAL NEWS

NEW WORKING GROUPS FORMED

As a result ol discussions held at the S.AWildlife
Management Association Svmposium in Pretoria in June this
year, two new Working Groups have been sct up. The lNirst of
these concerns game birds {(Convenor: Dr.Nolly Zaloumis,

20 Musgrave Centre, Musgrave Rd., Durban) and the second,vul -
tures (Convenor not vel establish . The idea of thesc
working groups is to coordinate research ol these species in-
cluding ringing studics and to organize the sxchange of infor-
mation belween membors.,

WEW RING NOW AVAILABLE

Fallowing observations of the extremely rapid corresion
of aluminium or monel rings on small waders such as the Little
Stint (Ring Siz 2,3mm 1.0.), NUBRA now has supplies of 2, 3mm
stainless stecl rings especially for this purpose. Except
for a few recoverics made from studies by Mr.Middlemiss at
Rondeviei in the 19507s, the numbor of recoveries of stints
is very low. From now on, we should be able to sce il this
is due fto the rings Falling off within a few munths of being
attached, or is really because the birds migrate and breed in
Yory ramole arceas.

TRANSVAAL ACTIVITIES

The lMirst live months of 1973 were Filled with more action
by Transvaal amateur ringers than at any timz previously. Since
the Northern Transvaal Qrnithological Socicty re-declared its
independence [rom the Witwatersrand Bird Club some vears ago,
there resulted a lack of contact between ringers based in
neighbouring citics, which many of us Felt should be remedied,
Acecordingly, on h danuary same 27 ri rs and intercsted
persons met ot University Experimental Farm in Pretoria to
discuss matters of mutua i is stimulating, and at
times controversial, mer important results,
brielly reperted he

The First resolution was that the R g QFFicer of
MUBRA should be asked to visit the Transvaal to mcocet amateur
PIngers. Clive Cliiott kindly agreed to come up in April,
and it was lell o the NoT.0.5. and W.B. 2. to arrange two
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davs of activities, The W.B.Co arg
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k. thouah the W.R.C. Ringing was a b1t oappro-
nsive about what sort of reaction Lhis posal would have
all fears wers unlounded and the a 15 oan ungual T
. Cli Elliotd sat up Meont in the ‘hobt scat’
the Chatrman of the meeting, and Tollowing the presentation of
cach group of projects, participated in the di fon and
gave hi i Lo how projects coufd be modif or improved
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1 A total 13 proj Litles were listed in the prog
and i is probably right to say that all of us were impressed
by the wealth ol data collccted and the sotential of the
Transveal amateur ringing ol fort The mesting was ol groat



value to all who took part, as it provided the opportunity to
set our thinking straight on just how our individual projects
arc best carricd out, The formal session was el lowed by an
excel lent broaivlieis and becrdrink and thanks go to the
organisers of the wholc business - we hope it will become an
annual event.

The next day was arranged by the N.T.0.S, at the University
Experimental Farm in Pretoria. The morning was spent handl ing
and processing birds caught in mist nets, informal discussions
with our Ringing Cfficer and looking at the equipment and
ringing kits brought along by various people. Everyvbody was
intercsted in John Lodder’s ring dispenser - perhaps John will
give details of this titillating deviece in a forthecoming
SAFRING News?

Another result of our January mecting was a discussion be—
tween representatives ol the N.T.0,5., the W.R.C, and the Trans-
vaal Provincial Administration on permit application by
amateur ringers. Agreement was reached on a number of points
and we now have a workable system that allows [or two kinds of
independent ringers, the A peemit-holder, who may ring any
species in the Province and the B permit-holder, who may ring
a selected group of birds. ¥We hope that any prospective
Transvaal ringers who have been holding back because of the
permit system will now go ahead and obtain their qualifications.

The [inal important event was the formation ol the Trans-
vaal Raptor Group to bring together all those in the Province
who are interested in birds of prey. Several amatecurs have
becn trapping and ringing raptors for some years and it was
thought important te bring everybody together from time to
time in order to exchange infarmation, build up a central in-
tformation bank of publications and reflcrences and to collabo-
rate on joint projects, since the number ol paptors that can
be captured by the individual is usually fairly small, and
more significant samples will obviously be obtained by pooling

data. The T.R.G. is lortunate to have Dr.Alan Kemp as convenor
and the Tirst mecting was held at the Transvaal Museum in Pret-
oria on 3th May. While the group is initially Transvaal-orien=

tated, Alan would welcame contact with ringers elsewhaore who
are intercsted in raptors; the address is P.0.Box 413, Pretoria.

Report. from: John Ledger, W.EB.C.,
P.Q.Box 103%,
JOHANNESRURG,

S.A.0.8, SUPPORT FOR KENYA RINGING

Kenya ringers rccently asked For support from all bodies
with a dircet or indirect interest in African birds. They
have discovered that the lNMood-lights used at the Ngulia comp
in the Tsava National Park, For night-time game-spotting, act
Fike a lighthouse to migrating birds, After cloudy opr roiny
nights, the dawn reveals the bushes almost crawling with mi-
grants iike Whitethroats, Thrush Nightingales and Red-backed
Shrikes. Presumably the birds have been attracted in the
murky vonditions by the |ights. The birds then move off
shortly atter dawn. The trouble is that Tsave also crawls
with clephants and the latter do not mix well with mist-nets.
The Kenvans were requesting funds to help construct an elo-




phant-proof ditch around the main catching arc
ringing can proceed uninterrupted, The 5.A4.0.
cided to give a doration to the caons

so that thein
. Council de-
ruction of the ditch.
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ELRCPEAN SWALLCW STHDY

Abstract:  Age ratia, body weights and moult patterns
were oxamined noa migratory populuetion of Hirunde rustica L.
in the Cantral Transvaal. The data obtaitned are compared to
ohservations made of other populativns in their wintoring guart-
SvEy The ceniral [ransvaal population showed some differences
which are probably related to difterences in the Palearctic
artgins of the various wintering populations.

(Ret = Mendelsohn, JuM.(1973) - Ann.Trans.Mus, 28(6) ; 70-59)

W.CAPE WADER STUDY GRUUP

A summary of ringing cutings reveals a successfal 7I/73
season but also shows up the hard work invelved.
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105 outings have been reported, bringing in a total of
about 3 120 palearctic waders, This is 30 birds per outing.
It sounds very efficient but a further analysis of the catches
will give an idea ol the enthusiasm our members need.

884 wader and 50 607 x 3 shelf nets had to be erccted for the
total catch. Transtforming the 3-shelf nets into wader nets
gives an extra 300 nets, making it 1 184 wader nets in all.
This gives 2,7 birds per net or Ll nets per outing. A Tigure
of birds per saquare Toot of net will not be given as this may
discourage some of the would-be ringers or even somc of the
older members. Add to this the time involved and the fact
that Tor more than 2/3 of the catch a trip ol 850 miles one way
had to be made and vou have a real discouraging picture. Spec-
ializing in one type of wader is even more time-consuming. O
trips specially madz to vcatch Sanderlings, one of our more
common waders, brought in 39 birds or 9 birds per outing. Fur-
ther Figures arce 12 nets por outing and 2,5 hirds per nect,

In spite of this it is felt by all members, that a highly
successiul scason has just ended, This is mainly due to the
fact that cooperation between mambers of Lhe W.C.W.G. on and
of I the Field has been without fault. Wark and knowhow have
been povled and o good basic kaowledge of our mare common
waders has been acquired, Big numbers of birds are ringed by
all ringers participating in the outing regardless Trom which

nets the birds are taken out, Cheecking the nets is done in
turns. Small catches may be ringed by one man only, the other
members supplving the nets and helping out with the moult-
cards, lhis sort of cooperation has cncouraged all the mem-

bors in osur group and way be heartily recommnended Toar others
as waell.

Report from: M.Waltner,
5 Mentagu Way,
PINELANDS,
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W.ELCL AWARD
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MP.NU;man Clwell hands the W.B.CuRinging Award to DRes Hawitt
(Left



At a meeting of Witwaterseand Bird Club ringers held
on Zlst July in Johannesburg, the Annual Ringing Award was
presented For the First time to Me 4.0, S, Hewitt. The award
was designed and made by several of the ringers themselves,
The owl is made Fram old rings, [lattensd, polished and cut
and is imbedded in o clear plastic. The plague is mounted on
a teak base, Fram noew on, the current holder of the award
must decide to whaom thoe trophy will be passed at a mecting
held in July sach vear,

In presenting the award the Chairman of the W.B.C.,
Mr Norman Elwel | said that Des Hewitt was a particulariy
descrving recipicnt, For the past 1) vea he had been
Branch Ri 1y Organiser and thro ticulous and eflic-
ient administration had guided the gers through a
difficuit peried. Furthermore, throuah his dirccetion of the
Europcan Swal lew project, during which more than 40 thousand
birds were ringzd, Des had made the name of the W.B,C. known
to ringurs and ringing administrators throughout Europe. Her
wished Des many more yvears of healthy and productive rinaging.
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