
,iT]RT KILLING EIRDS IN I,IIST NETS

!ist n€ts lere beins used to catch Red Eishops Euplectes 95.]-! for
rineing, on the farm 'Thorn9rove", on the Modder Rirer north cl' Bloem-
fontein (28.525; 26.llt.). The nets re.e set up on the unplanted ridses
divid;ns a lucemc field into blocks fo. irrisation, These ridses rere
covered with seedins srasses, on which n';xed flocks of ouelea ouelea
quelea, Red 8ish"p'E'uolecils 9{1 and Golden Eishop t,electE!-iFE.

0n Decenber lSth, l9i2 dt about 9.00 d.m. d white Stork iiconiJ
ciconia was seen at ihe net, It was appdrently tryins to sruoTTii-i-Uira
;;u6IT-i" the botto'i shalf of the four shelf net, The sto.k eas chased off,
but eight dead quelea and three dead bishops were found in the bottom
shelf. The head and body of one quelea kas co'npletely crushed, and the
feathers sodking Net. Another bird ras lacking a head, but the renainder
were int6ct. Again on 2lst December a stork tlas seen to dpprooch the net.
watching through binoculors, it *as clearly seen cnushing n bird betreen
;ts |tt.ndibles, then noving on to attack anothep. Thnee queled and two
Le Vaillants' Cisticola Cisticola tinniens were killed.

8y the l8th, nets h6d al.eady been used twice at this location and
storks xere alrdys p..sent, though they had never dpprodched the nets. lt
is possible that the same bird llas involved on both occosions. Howeven'
feeding storks mdy prove an unexpected danger to daylight netting,
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