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Tl,L LrsL. of torch nn.l l,.ndf.t lor thc !,,nt!rc of hoth rliLrIf,rl rr,l
.,'rrr.rl r,,,lcrs is,,ot.,c.ent ifno!,,i of, nlthough ii h,rs br,cn lrrgrl\

.\, ' lo,,L,.J i,1 Sorrtl, '\lIi(:.. lt/s ui ilit\ t! thc rrrltr rlr.rt r lirs n
:r.- r-.r.1 t h.rt l.rrgc nunbcrs ol otl,c, \is,r !f..,t.,h,,b1. t.f,'.sri i(rr \i,(rc.s
-, r. .,. l\illops, I'lovers an.l
.l'ri.ult\. This 'nethod hrs.rlso h,,.n prorc.l usclul in 

'of,o!rn(r 
thc

,t. ht,s ('l slrcretri.Js, liLe. FlncLs, it'h. l';ttlit:. ah.stnut-b.,n(l(i,l .,n.1
1:irr-l ,.ontt (l l'lovcrs, os \.ll .,s Snip., iurl.s-snnJt'i!'.r, l,,ot .rn.l

Thc suc,:css ol- this mlr horl is shorn br nr. c.,tcir ot or..
l;.\,,.r.lLIs JuIiD(r thc r.rst s.,teD iiro',ths.rlone.

a.ulr. nt:

Tlrf Nosi css.nti.,l nrti(:le ol c(tLriporcnt is n por'crful h-(j,,1 fl.rsh
i.rht, l rt(,J !ith ., pr..-fo.!sscid bulb. The import.nt f.r.tor' , r'rL', I n,fq

.,,\ | .rslili!rhr, is th.,t it rin:tl thfo', r tofcrntr.rtcd [,erDi, \lost ror.hes
rlrJ 1. rlrr.or oLrt., s.nttcrc,l liqht, .,rJ .ir.. onlv cf l-..1 ;vc when thc
l..,tt.rl(.s ,,rr 1r',.s1,, Thr f,,r1t is rior,r oft.r to bc Iourrrl if thc str'!.t!.tl
.,r rl,{ l,ullr, r,,ihL,. tl,.,n tl,..t(,r.. li its(ll. Th. b.si f.o(:eJu,.c is to t.ikc
rlL, il.,slrli,rhr to fh! shor..r,r'l t,\ or1 ., \hol,, serirs o1 Lr!lbs i;,5 volt

'!,.., 
(,-,,.11 t!,,.. hr u,,1 il .,,,( is l(,!,,,1 rh,,r ei!(.s.r ron,rr'nir'.rtcd be.ri,.

fk. iJ..rl to,eh to usr is., rrr.'r,r s. -rr.,.l \rllolit. \.,.htinq for.lr, (l\i.:h
.lo.s not se(n i! b. .n s.!l(. in S.,,1 l, \t'i..,.,n'do.., .)ll l,oL,.rh ., sim;1.,r
,r.'Jt.l as lor s.rlc hrrc. j..rltJ i'..,r, r(,,.1,(s .,r. ,,lsr r.,i,l\ .roo.l,
.sprri.rllr il one has th. ,,JdeJ .:.1' ,, t ,". ." rr'Lirr r..,r,.' t,l,i(1,.
ioI prl)t lootrorl thc! .,r'e. bit r,,,, ',.,,1, .,,r1 -lo rrt 1,,,r. l,,ll tl,,
r..r..rL ol ihr \ikkolite,

!r,1.(, .n. h.s. toncl,, tli. f.st is c.,s . Thc iJe.rl "dll-!onthcr"
nli ou!rl,t to hdve . ieht roorL.n h,rnJle Irom 5 to b fe.'t in lcngth, sith
,r l,rir'l\ h(.rv\ rire loop (nboLrt I xl,i fect d;.rmetcfl trith,r sm.ll bns
n.,.1. ol hdlt-inch rnesh or lrrer:n. I lons-handled net of thesc rlinrensions
lr,rs hot:h rrnsc .nd acc!rcrcy. Thc ldrsc mcsh cdus€s littl. iind |csrst.nce
,r,rl e,,lr.rfccs m.noever,,bility in r.ouqh rveath.r, The West-codst 1..(ier
'.iilrcr.s hovc brousht out large dinmcter, short-hrndl€d n.ts lor'1lr.
sL\!ci.,li:r(l r\urpose of nettins roostin(r flocls ol iurlL,r-s.rn,lt,ir.rr'.,rll
|l)otollJ.lf|,Nist}ni9hts.t|n.1r.riJra|conJitions,
ol_ both spe( ies h.rve becn .nu9ht nn(l i in!,cd o'r Lrngcbrrn hL.', l, i,i .r single
riqhl . H,,n(lncts c.rn thus bc nd.ptc(l to su;t loc.l .onJirions.

To thosc trho r.ll- tons strctchos o{ be.ch, eoll-eoUrsc or riIficld
it is b.st to trke.r skelcton finqinll l..it in r sepdfnr( bird-brs. The
Lit oueht to cons;st of iJ spring brl.rnces. keiehinq Lr.e, s(!vernl sizcs
of r.inqs, pliers, nulen, crlipers, notebook, pen, .n .,ldition.l torch
fof.inaino iith, .rnd spare bulbs for both torcfes, Thc b€st proccdure
!ith equipmc'nt is cither to ledvc it in the h.nds ol a hclper rho follors
up behinLl, or. drop it to thc sr"ound insidc r conspic,rous whitc b.rg. t
is.rl'r,iys bcst to cdtch pnirs or pirrties of biras before (:ommcncins
f;nein!, In the case of Whitc-frontcd Plovers, onc crn crrry scveIrl
trss contninins up to 30 birds, rhorcrs rith Dikkops, only 4 or 5 con
b. dcnlt !ith.t.r time, lt is wisc to r;ns our ;ndisenous wddcns ds
spon .rs possible .rfter citchins.iust in cdse they ore broodins or feeding

'Itr



weather and Loca I it'
For co.stdl birds it is impef.rtive.that catchins tdkes prace on very

:;i:,'i:"::'ij";:.1:ij'; li:::"1,:"::::t::" u. ng i r,"."> i.s or m st

The tennestniat !aders .re atso caueht most e6sity on moontess nishtsbut the moon otrays brinss nore birds ",i t" i.i.l,-""i,".i"'r,!"... s.correspondinsty better. The best times to catch ;r; "r,ii" fL .""" ,"laxine to half, or uanine fron half, Fult n,oon i" i.. i.;shi, 
".o "".has to l;mit one's catchins tine ro moon-rrse or moon-set.

,.. ":::;"1":!:t:.ii:l:'i:::.:,::i,,::::: ;::,i:"::::::'1i."::::0"?:"
ti"t.i.i"i,i!i li:.;'!i:::': :.: i:"i: ;:::::.Iil :,,;lt,'::";""ii!'ol: ",,the erass ord brine<,h- bir,s our ro.Led.

Huntins erounds for *aders dt ni9ht. are sandy beaches, eolf_courses,derodromes, pt.n' in9 fjetJs, dirt rordi, bu.nr_oFf !etd, ..it-p"." .,.athe bordFrs of dams ond pons, Over su.h tcrrdin one is t;tety to catcr,anythins fron Caspian ptovers to Ethiop;an S.t";.- - " --'

The Catch

The actual nettina of the bird invotves sevenot st.9es. Upon tocatinethe bird one must droo evervthine tr.,.t ..tti".-". .i."t.,:-irr,. is !sudtiythe spare torch and 
"i"r"t". rit-"r,i"h i;'k";; i;;;;?;. li'.c_ous. ro.t_wedr-{usuatty ,,stip-stops.,) ousht to be r;J.!a .ir'""i ih""upo"oach modebdreroot, unress one rras a sitint pair or rubbe.."i;J 

"h;".: once rithih
:i""1 ,5 ." 6 .yords.From rhe bind, th" net ;;;a u"-t.","iii-"""" "..:::_"':::-"1:-":p. erevdted just dbove the torch b€.n. Nothi"s ut dtlbetreen the bedm and the bird. When !ithin netting-r.nSe, thenet must be lowered fdifty storty so ds to prevent ,,swi"h;"st, oni ihenquicr) the rdst root ".;". o^i j."a .;a [";;-;; pJ,.i.'.i ui.a.,except sometimes on verv qujet nights, on ,ith !nry .pe.i." tjke Cnownedor I lack-* in qed Ptovers.

,._,^-1'::: popular beaches, or in ptaces rhene there is artif;cidt tisht,
::oe,:s,.re usuorrv more rary and difficutt to cdtch, atuJ even more diaf_
::';:"::.:i':::':i;., i"$iir i:' ;:.:' ::;":::iil ?:..::::i::"i :":i?:i:::
. lYork;ns from a car is especio 

' 
effect;ve, since the headtightsdd;zle the bird so much that onty a iairt; reak'tor.l-;. 

^"."..".y r..the foilo\r-up to the catch. Ihe procedure i. to 
"t.p 

tf," """ ""."."l:_l!:^l':"0-":,t:ssibre, rocus th! tor_ch, .*it.r, ."t.t|,.-r,"iarisr.,ts onaapprodch rhe !rct,fr iith one,s footfalts muffted by the no;se oa the

Conclus;on

, Fy folloh;n9 the above rlgdus ooerandj, ihe.;n9er cJn net redsonobte\doers rhdr -re drit irutt, if rot impossibte, to (JLch by other
'iethods, A.lthough J qide va.iet), of both ;ndi9enou...i o.f...."ti"
\^::::-:"..:: :iysht, 

lr.a,ere.test, suc. ess ;" undoubtedty hiLh the D,kkops,Jno pto!e-\, ,rt ot hh;c'1 *qrrrrr no-L stud) r1 Southern Africd.'


