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The period covered in this report is from
I July 1999 to 30 June 2000. The ringing
effort in southem Africa has decreased slight
ly, with a total of 65 981 birds ringed com-
pared to 80 958 in the previous year (Table
1). The average number of ringed birds per
ringer dropped from 604 in the 1998-1999
year to 426 in the I 999-2000 year and fewer
quelea were ringed (as predicted in the previ-
ous report). The total consists of 51 126 free-
flying birds and 8255 nestlings. The number
of species ringed was 553. These figures are
not absolutely accurate because they include
schedules from earlier years and exclude
schedules not submitted timeously, but this
should not affect the totals very much.

As usual, the numbers of ringers per prov-
ince/country, as well as the numbers of birds
ringed per province/country, vary widely
(Table 1). In the previous year there were
three regions where there were no ringers and
no birds were ringed; now there are three
active ringers in the Northern Province, Zam-
bia has submitted schedules for several years
and is now up to date and in the Seychelles
some seabirds were ringed.

The Marine and Coastal Management
team heads the list for ringing the most birds
(Table 2). The top individual ringer is Rick
Nuttall. Top ringers of raptor nestlings and
free-f-lying raptors are listed (Table 3).

The number of Redbilled Quelea ringed

Table 1. Geographical distribution of ringing effort in the 1999-2000 ringing year

Province/
country

Number ol
ringers

Number of Number of birds Average no. of
species ringed ringed birds per ringer

Western Cape
Gauteng
Free State
Eastern Cape
North West
Namibia
KwaZulu-Natal
Botswana
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Table 2. Top 20 ringers or ringing groups
in the 1999-2000 ringing year for ringers of
all bird species.

91

Ringer Province/ No- of birds
country ringed

Table 3- Top ringers of raptors in the
1999-2000 year.

Marine & Coastal
Management

Rick Nuttall
Dries Nel
Frik Conradie
Margaret McCall
Bob Ellis
Norbert Klages
Pete Leonard
Gordon Scholtz
David Johnson
Stephanie Tyler
Rita Marais
Rihann Geyser
Gerrie Grobler
Madeleen van

Lo-egerenberg
Willem de Klerk
Kobie Raijmakers
Dale Forbes
Dale Hanmer
Herman &Zephn6

Bernitz

Westem Cape
Free State
North West
Free State
Western Cape
Westem Cape
Eastern Cape
Zambia
Western Cape
KwaZulu-Natal
Botswana
North West
Gauteng
Northem Province

Gauteng
Gauteng
Gauten,e
KwaZulu-Natal
Zimbabwe

Mpumulanga

Abrie Maritz
John Moorcroft
Francois Taljaard
Herman & Zephn6 Bemitz
Manfred Schmitt

Nonhem Cape
Eastem Cape
Northem Cape
Mpumalanga
Gauteng

3058
2190
2l05
25t7
2341
23t2
2t6l
1921
| 887
| 636
1445
1334
l3 r0
I 150

I r25
I 105
to79
l 069
l0l2
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Ringer Province/
country

(a) nestlings

Abrie Maritz Northern Cape
Steve Dell North West
Tim & Laurel Osbome Namibia
Peter Bridgeford Namibia
Anthony van Zyl Westem Cape

(b) free-flying raptors

No. of
birds

ringed

t2l
55
43
39
25

l8l
91
80
19
50

Table 4. The most frequently ringed birds for the 1999-2000 ringing year: terrestrial
species.

Rank Species Total ringed Previous rank

I
I

3

:)
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European Swallow Hirundo rustita
Red Bishop Euplet'tes nri,r
Masked Weaver Ploceus relatus
Cape White-eye Zosterops pallidus
Redbilled Quelea Quelea quelea
Cape Weaver Plrx eus rapensis
Laughing Dove Stre ptope I ia se ne ga I e n s i s
Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus
Blue Waxbill Urae,ginthus angolensis
African Marsh W arbler Acroc epha I us baeti catus
Sociabfe W eaver P hi letuilrrs socirrs
Redheaded Finch Annd i na e r]-t hrcrc pho la
Whitewinged Widow Eupleoes albonotatus
Blackeyed Bulbul P,ycnonotus barbatus
House Sparrow Pusser domesticus
Common Waxbill Estrilda asn'ilcl
Cape Reed W arbler Ac roc e p ha I u s grac i I i ro st r i s
Olive Thrush Ttu'dus oliyaceus
Southem Greyheaded Sparrow Posser diffusus
Bronze Mannikin Sperne stes c ut' n I I otus
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Table 5. The most frequently ringed birds Table 6. The most frequently ringed birds
for the 1999-2000 ringing year: seabirds. for the i999-2000 ringing year.

Rank Species Total ringed Rank Species Total ringed

I Cape Gannet Morus cupensrs
2 Afiican Penguin .STrlrelisclrs dernersus
3 Kef p Gull Lurus tlontinit unus
4 Swift Tem Sterna ber,qii
-5 Hartlaub's Gull Lalrr.s hartluubii
6 Common Tern Sternu hiruntlo
7 Whitetailed Tropicbird Phucthrnt Iepturu.s
8 Mediumbilled Prion Parhtptila salyini
9 Antarctic Tern Sterna yittatu
l0 Cape Cormorant Plulu, r,'rvrut I ttl)t,n\i\

Free-flying birds of prey

Pale Chanting Goshawk Meliera_r tanorus
Jackaf Btrzzard Buteo rufttlhstus
Lesser Kcslrel ltllt,' trasnlspnl
Rock Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Blackshoufdered Kite ElanLrs toeruleus
Grcater Keslrel Fult o rupit oloitles
Steppe Buzzard Buteo huteo
Barn Owf Tyto ulln
Spotted Ea-ele Owl Bubo afi icanu.s
Lanncr Falcon Falco biarnticLts
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dropped from 19 259 in the previous year to
2531 (Table 4), as a result ofthe lack ofsoon-
sorship ol the Depanmenr of Agriculture. The
next few species have moved up the ranks but
there are no surprises.

Cape Gannets and African Penguins are
still at the top of the Seabirds lisr as in the
previous year (Table 5). Free-flying and nesr-
ling raptors are listed (Table 6).

Birds of prey nestlings

I Whitebacked Vulture 6rps afrituttus l3l
2 Lappetfaced Vulture Tor,qos tra(heliotos 53
3 Barn Owl Tyto alha 19
4 Py-umy Firlcon Polihiera_r senitorquutus 3l
-5 Rock Kestrel Falr'o tinnunculus 28
6 Peregrine Falcrln I alto percgrinus 2l
7 Sponed Eagle Owl Bubo afi.itunus 15
lJ Lanner Falcon Falco biarnicus 14
9 Secretarybird .Sagittarius serpentarius l2

l0 Pafe Chantin_s Goshawk Melierur tanorus Il

t^.


