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Wakkerstroom Ringing Training Course
H. Dieter Oschadleus

Avian Demography Unit, Department of Statistical Sciences, University of
Cape Town, Rondebosch 7701 ; email : dieter@maths.uct.ac.za

During the first week of December 2000 the
second national training workshop was held at

the Birdl-if'e Centre at Wakkerstroom. About
60 people attended. About half of the people
were ringers and the other half were lrainecs.
Somc 1800 birds of about 100 species were
ringed (Table 1 ). The structure of the course
was similar to the course held at Witsand
Nalure Reserve (March 2000); in addition the
theoretical aspects of bird-ringing were pre-
sented to the trainees over lunch times. These
comprehensive lectures were based on the

newly produced Ringer's Manual.
Bird-ringing sites includcd the wetland

where hundreds of Red Bishops Euplettes
ali.r and various warbler specics wcre cap-
tured. Ringers and trainees wcre introduced
to the art ol'catching Cliff Swallows Hirundo
spilodera at several bridge colonies. One
method, requiring much coordination, in-
volves dropping nets from the top of the
larger bridges (Fig. 1). Dries Nel's technique
involves putting a mistnet diagonally under
the bridge colony whcre it is mostly shadcd.
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Fig 1. Dropping mistnets over the side of the Amersfoort bridge at Wakkerstroom to
trap Cliff Swallows. (Photograph by H.D. Oschadleus.)
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A highlight of the week for many ringers
and trainees was the opportunity to ring in the
remnant forest patches on nearby farms,
where interesting spccies like Starred Robin
Pogonor:ichla stellata and Bush Blackcap
Li opti I us n i gr ic api I lu s were handled. Spring-

traps were seen in abundance! (See article in
this issue.) A similar course will be held at the
same place and at about the same time in
2001: see page 100 of this issue for all the
details.

Table 1. List and numbers of birds ringed in the Wakkerstroom area during the training
course, 3-1 0 December 2000 (about 1 "h ot dala not available at time of going to pressf.
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82 Bald lbis Ge ronticus calyus
84 Hadeda Ibis Bostrv hia ha.qedash

I 30 Blackshouldered Kite EIanus cueruleus
154 Steppe Buzzard Bureo buteo
189 Common Quail Coturnir (oturnir
247 Wattled Plover Vanellus senegallus
3 16 Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia tapicola
3 I 7 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
322 Cinnamon Dove Aplopelia larvato
343 Redchested Cuckoo Cuculus solilarius
344 Black Cuckoo Cut'ulus r.lamosus
367 Cape Eagle Owl Bubo tapensis
368 Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo aJi-iconus
3ti3 Whiterumped Swift Apus ruffer
185 Lirtle Swi[r Apus uflini:
390 Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus
397 Mafachite Kingfisher Al(edo uistata
43 I Blackcollared Barbet Lyhius torquatus
443 Sharpbilled Honeyguide

Prodotiscus regulus
450 Cardinal Woodpecker

D e nd rop i c os fus( e sc e ns
452 Olive Woodpecker

.553 Olive Thrush Tarrllrs oliyaceus
-569 Buffstreaked Chat Oenunthe bifastiata
575 Anteating Chat

l\'[ t rme r n i t h I u .[or m i r' i v t ru
578 Chorister Robin Cossl'plia dichroa
581 Cape Robin Cossypha taffra
589 Starred Robin Pogonor.ichla stellata
595 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
599 Willow Warbler Phyllost;opus trochilus
604 Cape Reed Warbler

At'n't'cphd I u.\ qrut i I i n t:! ri.t
606 African Marsh Warbler

A <'roce p ha I us baet i cat us
607 European Marsh Warbler

A|rotephu I us pu I u st r i s

608 European Sedge Warbler
Ac'roc ep ha I us s c hoe nobae n us

609 African Sedge Warbler
B radypt erus babcte c a la

610 Barratt's Warbler Bradypterus barratti
618 Grassbird Sphenoeatus afer
622 Barthroated Apalis Apalis thoracic:o
629 Fantailed Cisticola Cisticolo juncidis
634 Ayres' Cisticola Cistit'ola ayresii
635 PalecrownedCisticola

Cistitola hrunnest ens
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Mesopicos griseocephalus 2
453 Redthroated Wryneck Jyn,r rulicollis I
474 Spikeheeled Lark

Chersomanes albrfast.iata I
493 European Swallow Hirundo rustica I
495 Whitethroared Swallou

Hirundo albisularis l0
502 Greater Striped Swallow Hirundo cutullata 5
504 South African Cliff Swallow

Hirundo spilodera 305
510 Banded Martin Riparia cincta 4
517 Forktailed Drongo Dic.rurus adsimilis 2
521 Blackheaded Oriole Oriolus larratus I
542 Bush Blackcap Lioptilus nigricapillus 20
545 Blackeyed Bulbul Pyt.nonotus barbatu.s 2'l
55 I Sombre Bulbul Andropadus importunus 2
552 Kurrichane Thrush Turdus Iihonyana I

Neddicky C i st ic o la fu h, i c ap i I I a
Rattling Cisticola C istitola chiniana
Levaillant's Cisticola Cistit'ola tinniens
Lazy Cisticola Cistitola aberrans
Drakensberg Prinia P rinia hypotantha
Fiscaf Flycatcher Sigelus silens
Yellow Warbler C hloropeta nota lensis
Yellowthroated Warbler

P hy I lost' op us r ufi cap i I I us
Cape Batis Batis capensis
Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis
Grassveld Pipit Anthus ci nnamomeus
Yellowbreasted Pipit

Hemimatronyx chloris
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Table 1 continued.
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703

to7
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722
134
73s
136
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758
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'772
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781

Orangethroated Longclaw
Mttcrony,r capensis

Fiscal Shrike Lanius t'ollaris
Southern Boubou Laniarius ferru gineus
Olive Bush Shrlke Telophorus olivaceus
Bokmakierie Te I ophoru s zeyl onu s

Indian Myna Atridotheres tri:ris
Wattled Starf ing Creutophoru t inerea
Plumcoloured Starling

C i nny ri c i nc lus I euco ga ster
Pied Starling Spreo bicolor
Malachite Sunbird N ectar i ni a famoso
Greater Doublecollared Sunbird

Nectarinia afra
Lesser Doublecollared Sunbird

788 Yellowthroated Sparow
Petronia superciliaris

799 Cape Weaver Ploceus top?nsi:
803 Masked Weaver Ploteus yelatus
805 Redbilled Quelea Quelea quelea
808 Red Bishop Euplecte.s trit
812 Golden Bishop Euplectes afer
813 Redcollared Widow Euplectes ardens
816 Redshouldered Widow

Euplectes axillaris
818 Longtaifed Widow Euplectes progne
833 Bluebilled Firefinch

Lo gon0st i ( td rubr ic ata
843 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild
846 Pintailed Whydah Vidua macroura
857 Cape Canary Serinas tanicollis
858 Forest Canary Serinus stotops
859 Yelloweyed Canary Serinus mozambicus
874 Goldenbreasted Bunting

Emberiza Jlarircntris

Nectarinia chalybea 9
Black Sunbird Nectarinia amethystina 4
Cape White-eye Zosrerops pallidus 68
Southern Greyheaded Sparrow
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No.
ringed

I

43
ll0
l2

550
l9
ll

t8
28

2

a)
4

6

1

2

3

TALKS GIVEN AT THE WAKKERSTROOM WORKSHOP

Steven Piper - Welcome address
Andre Botha - Introduction to Wakkerstroom
Kobie Raijmaker - Identifying warblers
Keith Barnes - Taking blood samples
Bany Taylor - Trapping methods for flufftails and crakes
Christian Boix - Studying hombills in Namibia
Keith Bames - Important Bird Areas projecr
Dries Nel - Bald lbis colour ringing project
Kobie Raijmaker - Recording moult in birds
Rihann Geyer - Identifying weavers! widows and bishops
Muchane Muchai - Trapping grassland birds
Kevin McCann - Crane ringing and projects
Steven Piper - Morphometrics of Longtailed wagtails in different regions


