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In l99c) BirdLil'c South Africir (BLSAt pur-
chasccl i,r portion of lancl within the Wakker-
stroom nrunicipal urea subscclucnt to a qrant
of R I million ll'onr SAPPI (Pry) Lrcl. Thc
propcrty is approxirnatell' l-l I ha in extent
and is situatcd along the \\'cstcrn bounclarv of
the Wakkcrstroom Wcllancl Rescrve. cur-
rently' manared hv the N4purnalanta Parks
Board. Dcvelopnrerrt of the propcrty firr lhc
cffective lunnins oi'thc Project ri'ill bc un-
dcrtakcn in phase s to lacilitate ef'fbctive rcali-
zntion of goals and lo obtain pro{ressive
financial sustainability. Sonie of these phascs
will. hou cve r. overiap ()r run concurrcntll,.

Phase 1: Occupation of property,
renovation of inf rastructure and
compilation of business plan

The propcltv u as ol'ficirllv occupietl on
I SL-l)tcrnhcr 1999 lrrd iur ilrmcdiatc stitrl
rr as nraclt' rr ith lhc rcnovation of' the house
which tht' Plo.jcct Munuger r.'n'ould occupt
ancl initiallr use as his officc. At thc santc
tinre the nurlcrous intcrnal canrp fenccs on
thc propertl'wcre rcnrovc(l tnd lurgc cluunti-
ties ol scrap mctal ctc. \\'ere clisposctl of.
Renovatiorr of thc housc vu'as conrpletecl rlur-
in-e the nriddle of Octobcr l99t).

Subscquent to tliscussions in thc first six
rveeks with WWF-SA's Forcsts and Wetland
Vcntrrrc. the necd lirr a dctailcd busincss plan
bccanrc eviclcnt ancl mant' hours vn,erc spent
compiling clata and writing up the plan.

Phase 2: Relocation of families from
the property

Upon occupation ol'the propert), il bccanre
evidcnl that the three farnilics who had worked
fbr thc prt-vious owner. ancl who were lcsid-
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ing on the propcrty. had to be relocalerl to
l'acilitatc the conscrvation objectives ol' the
Pro.jcct. in particular. the establishrnent of a

crane feeding arrcl viewing site. Negotiations
ucrc initiated and the fanrilies a-ureecl to be
rclocatecl uncler certain conditions. A stand
was purchascd lirl cach familf in the town of'
Wakkerstroonr irncl thc construction of a

housc on cach of these propcrties was under-
tlken rlurinc Deccmbcr 1999. The last house
was completcd in March 2000 and thc farni-
lies rnovecl in inrnrccliatcll . Their caltlc h.rve
been allowccl to renrlir.r ort thc propertv for
the ncxt 1'car. but the siluation is due l-or re-
negotiatiorl in Novcmber 2000.

Phase 3: Development ol the Guide
Training Centre

Onc ol'the nrain local points fbr the immecli-
ate l'Llturc is thc construction of the Wakker-
stroonr Trainins Ccntre which will rnainly be
usecl in thc training of bird guides sr-rbsequent

to thc grant ll'onr SASOL. Other activities
u'hicl-r can be accomrnodatcd here include
confercnces antl meetings. environrnental
cclucalion initiatives ancl visits to the arca by
Bird Clubs on lveekcDcl outrngs. The centre
will accommodate 2:l people and will havc
kitchen. clining-r'oonr and laundry l'acilities.
Tcnders tor the conslruction havc been allo-
cated to contractors and building is cxpectecl
to comnrcnce during April and u ill be com-
pleted by AugLrst 2000.

Phase 4: Creation of a campsite and
information centre

Owin_s to thc lack of sr.rch facilitics and the
clcfinite ncecl inclicated by market rescarch
anrongst visitors to the Wakkerstroom area,
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the cleveloprncrrt ol' a camping sitc on thc
propcrtv has also bcen clecidccl on to ilccortt-
moclatc that section of thc tourisnt ntat'ke t.
Thc building of an inlirr-matir-rn centrc is ulso
plarrnecl vu hich ri ill be used to inlornr visitor-s

of'f'acilities ancl sen ices availal-rlc in thc ercr
lr \\ellir\ Plrrliculru Loll\cr'\lrli()lt ectir iticr irt
progrcss. Plans have alrcacll,bcen clratted and

approvcd and building and clevelopment u'ili
commence iis sool.l as sull'icient funding for
this purpose has becn obtainecl.

Phase 5: Establishment of a crane
feeding and viewing site

BLSA will. r.r'ith thc co-o;relalion nn<l ussist-
ance of thc South All.ican Clanc Working
Group (SACWG). establish a crarte leecling
site on the Wakkerstroonr propert\'. J'hc airl
is to plovide a sal'e and reliablc \\'illter leecl-
ing grcruncl for thc Crou'nccl Cr-ane Bulturicu
r c g u I r tr u rtt ancl B I Lrc Crane Aittlilr t p r t i tl t'.s

purutliseu occun'ilr-u in the area. Hiclcs u ill bc

crcctccl to allow goocl vier.i's of thc hilcls h1'

visitors. SACWG has indicatcd that thc sitc
coulcl be usecl as a place u'hcrc rchabilitated
cranes coulcl be relcasccl altef treatlnent.

OTHER ACTIVITIES IN PROCESS AND
ENVISAGED

a. Development of an integrated
management plan

Or"'in-r to its close proxinritl tcl the Wakkcr-
stroom Wetland Reservc. nan:rgetl b1' the
Mpunralanga Parks Board lMPB). it has bccn
decidcd to draft an inlegrated Managcmcnt
Plan o1'the propcrt)' to facilitatc complcmen-
tary nranagement ol'both arcas. Initial cliscus-
sions were hcld which culmirrated in the first
Wctland Workshop held on 2 March 2{XX).

Apart I'rom BLSA and N{PB. othcr interest

-sroups such as the Wakke rstroonr Natural
Heritagc Association, SACWG ancl WWF-
SA attcnclcd to plovide input. Thc Worksl.top
w'as chaired bv two wardcns ll'orn the RSPB
who acted as ob.jectivc mccliators. They will
provide a drafi rnanagement plan befbrc thcir

dcparlurc to thc UK. Follow-up discussions
pertaininn to relevant issues arc cnvisagcd
ancl inputs fronr othcr intcrest groups and
individuals rre cxpected in this onsoins
pfocess.

b. Establishment of a Community
Advisory Committee

Prior to the e stablishnrcnt ol'thc BLSA Wak-
kcr-slr-oonr Plo ject. a lol o1' rurlouls ancl cx-
pectutir)ns uere created within the local
c0ntrtrrrnrtr 0l'thc pOtcntial threats and ben-
clits that our prcscncc u ould -uenerate. To
acklress the:c issrrcs. a Conrnrunity Aclvisory
Comnrittcc has bccn cstablished with repre-
scntation li'Oln as u iclc a lange of interest
groups u'ithin the communitl' as possible.
Thc nrain aim ol'thc Cbnrrnittee is to infbrm
representatiVes ol the developrnents and
objectives of the pro.lect on an ongoing basis
to thcrcbl tn' to allcviatc an1' future mis-
unclerslancling and urtrcalislic crpcctations.
The Conrmittee u ill have i1s f irst mccting
rluring eallr April 2(X)0.

c. Grassland Biosphere Reserve
initiative

Thc cstablishnrent of the Grasslancl Bio-
sphcrc Rcscn'c has been a lons-a\\'aited ini-
tiatirc which is gainin-u nronreutum as more
ancl more interest groups and landowners
support the principle ol such an area being
clcclarccl. Thlcc core ale as within the Bio-
sphere Reseri,e have been identified. name ly
thc Wakkelstroonr. Mcmcl (Scckoeivlei) and
Chrissie sr-necr arcas. BLSA. in co-opcration
u'ith the SACWG. has undertaken lcl do an

intensivc' survcl' of the Wakkerstrooffl iirea
ancl tlic catchnrcnts surrounding it to dctcr-
rnine the stirtus o[ wetlilnds in the area and to
rnake relcvant recomnrenclations with regarcl
to thc propcr managcrnent thcrcof. It is cnvis-
aged thiit the survey will be extended to cover
the whole Biosphere Reserve in future. A
nunrbcr ol othcr actions in this lcgarcl will
also bc L.rndcrtakcn in co-opcration with other
interest -sroups in the area.



d. Facilitating research on Wetland
and Grassland species

Currently vely little is known about some of
thc critically enclanscred bircl species which
are firund in thc Wakkerstroom arca. in oar-
ticuf ar Rucf d',, Lark \,1 iru.lt'tt t rttlt!i. Botha't
Lark 5)ri--r.,r'u.rr ls t'iin.qilluris and Whitewinged
Fluf'liail Surti hr u ru r-lr.r'c.v.

Some of the outbuilclinss on thc BI-SA
propcrty will be uperaclecl and renovatcd to
accommodate v i siting post- sraduates research-
ing these and othcr species. On thc basis of
research findings, recontmendations to land-
u sers re-earcl i n s e f}-ccti ve managemcnt tech -
niques to promote and sustain the presence of
these spccies on their lancl will be made .

e. Participalion in and facilitation of
ADU Projects

The Projcct Manager has already taken part
in thc 6-monthll,CAR census wirh thc Wits
Bird Club in .lanuarl' 2(X)0. Further parricipa-
tion in this ancl othcr ADU Proiects such as
BIRP. NERCS urrtl ( WA('i' al'o nlrrnned.

THE RELEVANCE OF THE BLSA
WAKKERSTROOM PROJECT TO
BIRD RINGING

a. Establishment of a Bird-Ringing
Station

Subsequent to discussions with and receipt of
support in principle fbr such a venture from
the ADU. and SAFRING in parricular, plans
are under way to establish an inland ringin-e
station in South Africa on the BLSA
Wakkerstroom property. The main rationale
fbr the establishment of the Ringing Station
would be to determine lon-e-term trends in
bird populations occurring in the area. An
example of such monitorin-u which is cur-
rently conducted in the area is thc annual
ringing of Baf d lbis Gerontitu s t'a1r'rr.r chicks
undertaken by the Wesvaal Bird Club.
Access to the wetland proper fbr this purpose
is being negotiated with the Mpumalanea
Parks Board and similar discussions have
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bccn conducted with other landowners in the
arca. A numbcr of landowncrs have already
eivcn permission for access to propcrties.

This initiative provides opportuniries to all
rin-eers to participate in the activities at thc
Ringing Station. Thcre currently is only one
qualif iecl rin-eer activc in the arca. Individual
rinsers or groups of ringers who are inter-
estecl in assistins with this pro.ject should
conlact me. At least a month's prior notice
will be required to f acilitatc arrangements.

b. Development and presentation of
ringers' training courses

Owin-e to the needs expressed by trainecs at
this workshop. especially those living in
areas a considcrable distance away from
major ccntres, it has been decided to develop
a traininc course to bc presented at the Train-
ing Centre in Wakkerstroom for such trainees
which. al'ter successful completion, will
qualily them as A-permit ringers. SAFRING
is also developlng a trainin-e course for those
qualil'icd rinsers whr.r are supervising ringing
trainees. A more detailed submission on both
these courses is duc to be made at the next
Ringing Workshop at the cnd of the year.

c. Next SAFRING Workshop and
Conference

Al'ter discussions with the representatives
from the ADU, and SAFRING in particular,
it has been decided to present the next
SAFRING Workshop and Conference at rhe
BLSA Wakkerstroom property during De-
cembcr 2000. Accommodation will ranse
from the dormitory at the Training Cenrre and
the campsite on the property, to the caravan
park, B&Bs and guesthouses in town. A for-
mal announcement in this regard will be
made. All ringers are cordially invited to
come and appreciate the beauty of the
Wakkerstroom area and its birds.

Please see the Notice at the end of this
issue for the details of the SAFRING
Workshop and Conference. (Ed.)


