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Table 3. Adult Sociable Weaver mean moult scores and sample sizes at 6 colonies.
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rttuinl! ut \\ lttcrholc\.
Ovcl the I'ir:t u ce k in \llu'clt. ntost Sociablc

Wervcrs (ltlults tutrl jur crrilc-: ) ri clc r.r.roult-
in! thc sirth prinrarr lcathcr' (n = I l 6). u ith
lu nurqL'lrrnr thc third to nintlr printarr,. Fivc
ol the- six colonics u cre close lv sl,nchlonisecl.
r'" ith me an ntoult scorcs lbr lclults rangin-e be-
tri ecn 13..1 antl f -5.7 (Tablr- 3 ): this nrcans

thlrl thcsc colonics \\'erc at the satne stagc ol
nroult to ubor-rt olte-l'il'th ol'a printary. Onc
colont had ir ntean nroull score o1'10.0 w'hich
r.ucuns that it ri,ls la-u-eing behincl tlre other
colonie-s lrv alntost one prinrarv f cather.

Sinrilarll'. nrost Wllitebrowed Sparrow-
\\'eavcrs werc n-ror,rllin-s thc sixth pr-inta11,
t'cather 1n = 2.1). u ith a langc fl-om thc fburth
to ei-ehth printarv.

TRAPPING A KORI BUSTARD
WITH A TORCH AND HANDNET

Rihann Geyser

On l2 \{lrch. thc last da1' of thc Witsancl
Ringing Wolkshop. Glleth Hazell and I uere
on ollr \\'il\ t0 tltc [)aclk]ool rintin-e sitc r','hen
\\'c sA\\ il Kori Bu\tllfd u llkinc in front of us
ort the roud. Sincc it rrlts still rt'r'r'rlark uc
deciclcd lo tuke ouf clritnce s ri ith catchinc thc
bircl: 'uc- ri ill ncr g1 L1lpu r1 rr c rlon't tn !'

I ulrlkerl llt'\l lrr tlt\'\ill ulrilc (iirreth
slovu lt ch-ovc- tou arcls thc hird. .\t thi\ stugc
the Bustarcl $as in thc lonq qr-ass nc\t to thc
road. I switchcd on tnr little tolch antl (iareth
stt'itchcd o1'l his blkkie's nrain lishts. I

ri'alkecl slo\\ lv to\\'ar(ls thc big bird shinine
thc light straight in its cvcs u ith the Itandnel
irt nrr, othel hancl. SLrrprisinglr'. u hcn I u as
about t$ o ntetrcs 1l'0nt lhc bird it startt'd
u alking slou ll, to*'ards nte.

Whc.n u c u'crc aboul oltc ntetrc apaft I put
the nct over tlte bircl and at the sante tirnc

-sfabbccl its sicles to pre\.ent the bir.d ll.onr
opcnins its u inss. Thc bircl stru-sclccl ir bil.
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So tl'rcre I was on nrv knees holcling on to thc
bird and trvin-ci to gct Gareth's attention lo
conre and help so tl-rc Bustard $'ould not tear
Careth's net. After about 10 seconds which
f'clt like an hour Gareth poppcd out of the
bakkie and askccl: 'Havc yor.r -sot it'.)' (he
cor.rlcln't scc me bccause the bakkie's nosc
u as elcvatecl clue to a pile of'sand ne xt to the
road). 'Ycs. I've got it. come and help mcl'

Wc manased lcl gct the bird saf'cly out of
the nct. took it to the car ancl laicl it on its
back on the table. Afier linging ir \\'ith a lg
nrnr ring. te rclcased thc bircl and it walkcd
off slor', l1' as il'nothing had happenecl. It let
g() a huge 'bollie' as it u,alkcd au'av. Luck-
ilr tlre hiltl kepr ir irr uhilc r,re ucr.: rirrging
it. \\'c clrove on. Ibr-ucttin-e to put the table
back in thc bakkic due to all the cxcitement.
Itttlrtrrtc tltr' ttctl llt't'srllt's leil( lioll Ir' \cciltg
r tal)lc in thc mitlcllc of tltc loacl r.r'ith not a
soul irr sis.htl \\'ell. sortreonc scorecl a table:


