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RAINFALL

The Northcrn Cape haci expcnencecl its heavi-
cst rainiall lbr manv years. Thc average annual
rainfall in tltc Witsancl Natr.rre Re serve is
2[J-5 mni: Table I shorvs ntonthlv rainlall sincc
January 2(X)0. anc'l thc annual rainl'all sincc
l9r)4.

GENERAL STATISTICS

A total of 26-56 bilds w,cr.e r.in-eecl over the
pe riocl ,l-12 March 1000 durine the Ringers'
Training Coursc (Table l). \,fttst lrirds r.icr-e
rin-uccl at or ne ar Witsancl (1832S 2228E tcr
283;15 22298). The Sociable Weavers and
Redbilled Quelcas in the- 'Elscu'hcre' coluntrr
were ringecl on l-an'ns ne ishbourins Witsand.
Thc most rin-ecd spccies at or near \\,itsand
rvere Sociablc Wcavers (ti67). Rcd Bishops
(2215) ancl Reclbillecl Quelca ( l3 | ). l-he lbrner
was rin-uecl at scveral colonies. whilc the lat-
ter two spccies were roosting at Peplcr's Holc
in thc dunes. Thc ntost f)'eqLrently rin-ecd spc-
cies at Ou Murasie Farm on the Orange River
(2t352S 2201E) were Cape Whirc-eyes (34:l)
ancl Masked Weavers (79).

Table 1. Annual rainfall ,1994-1999, 
and

monthly rainfall January-April 2000.
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Sorne ol'the raptcn's \\,crc ringccl en routc to
or from Witsancl. ancl wcre trappecl at varl'1nq
clistances I'ront thc reservc. Thc plovers ancl
stilts \\ e rc rinscd at Pudr-r Dant (l7,ll.is 22:13E ).

uest ol'Sislren. NoctLrntal trips rerLrltetl in or,i,ls
and a night.jar bein-q trappecl.

-fhe rc we rc 176 rctlaps. incluclin-s birds
retnrppecl on tltc santc cla1.. but not all rine-
crs rccorclccl retraps. The' hr-qhcst rctrap per-
centa-ses are Ior Red Bishop (23%) and
Whitebrow,e d Sprrrou'r.r'caver (207r ). Not
[r.ruch can be obtainecl front the rctr-ap clata
e xcept lor thc Recl Bishops at Pcpler's Holc.
On 6 \'larch l13lt Rcd Bishops u,erc rin-uccl.
On 8 March 56 nevu'Red Bishops were r.ingecl
ancl 60 were rctrappccl. The total population
can thus be estintatecl fltrnt the [_incoln Index
at N = ( 1lts'r' I l6t/6tt = 36-l birds.

Two bircls havc bcen rccover.ccl since thc
workshop. Capc Wagtail BBl7359 r'u.as sl'ror
on 2l March on a nearhl, fhrnt ancl Lon-ebilled
Crombec AE4-5628 clro',vned in a tr.oush at
the Jessnitz'housc on 10 Scpterlber 2000.

SYNCHRONISATION OF MOULT

The core of the ran-ee of the Sociablc Weavcr
Philetairu.s.rr.,r'rrr.i lies in the Norther.n Capc.
cxtencling into Narnibia itncl southwcstern
Botswana (ASAB2 .534-.53.5). The Witsand
Nature Reservc lies ncar the southcrn limit ol'
thc range. and tliere were ntanv active col-
onial nests in thc reservc and acljoinin-u larr-ns.
There are thrce Sociable Wcavcr colonies
insicle Witsancl. and three on two ncighbour-
ing farnts. wherc rinein-c occurrecl. Mist-
rlcttln-s was unclertaken at 6 nests. and 659
birds were caught and nteasured. and a fur-
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Table 2. Birds ringed at Witsand Nature Reserve, Ou Murasie Farm and elsewhere
during the Ringers'Training Course 4-12 March 2000, and birds retrapped.

SAFRING Species

l ll filealel Kcstlel
1).6 P1--emy Falcon
l3() Blackshoukiered Kite
l6l Little Randctl Goshau ^
l(r5 Pirle ( hrntin-l: Coshau k

217 Kori Bustard
ll-1 Retlcrestccl Kolharur
:38 l'ltrccbnnded Plover
)12 f rtruncd Plover
2-15 Blacksrnith Plovcr
)1(\ Blacku ingetl Stilt
215 Spotteci Dikkop
307 NanraquaSandgrouse
.3 ll Retleved Dovc
i l6 f ape Turtle Dor c

317 [-aLrghinc Dove
3 l8 \anraqtli.t D(]\ c

3.tlt Jacobin Cluckocr

.1.52 Dictlerik C'uckoo
365 Pearlspottecl Ou l

-1611 SJlrrtcti Ea_r:le Ou I

31 ) Rufousthceked \i-:rht.jar
ili-5 Litrle Sr ift
l9l Whitcbackecl \'lousebird
391 Rediaecd Nlousebird
f91 Malachitc Kingfisher
.+0I Grevhooded Kin-slishcr
13) Piecl Barbet
.+l(l fireatel Honcr,-r-uitle
11) Lcsser Honer -quidc
.++7 Coldeutarlecl Woodpeclcr'
.15() CarclinalWooclpecker
.+-59 Fau ncrrloured [-arl
:160 Subota Lark

'+b6 CJappcl Lalk
.191 Europe un Su lllou
501 Cireater Stripctl Snullou
5 l-1 Ashy Tit
5-l I Ciape Pcnduline I it
5,1'1 Rede_"ecl Bulbul
-55.3 Olive Thrush
56-1 Mountain Chat

-57() Flrriliar Chat
57-5 Anteating Chat

-5tj I Cape Robrn
581 Karoo Robin

-586 Kalahali Robin
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ScientificSAFRING Species

59-5 Gardcn Warhlel Svlviu btn irt 5

-596 Icterine Warble r ltiltltolui.s i( t(rinu l
599 Wif lirrv Warblcr Plnllt,sr r4trr.s tt rttltilus I

60.1 (iape Reed Warblcr At rot t'ltltulLts qrur ilint.stt i.s 2

606 r\frican N{arsh Warbler t\t t'ot tplutlus bu(ti&tus .+0

609 Africtn Scdqc Warblcr Brtttltltttrus ltuhott ulu I

621 Longbillcd Crombec Sr/i lclar rult'stttts 6

6.16 Levai!lrnt's Cisticola Ci.ttit rtlrr tirtrtit,tt.s l
650 Blackchestcd Prinia Prittit llLtritttn.r I I

651 Nanraqua Warbler Plu u.gnruL itt suhsttiLttLt l
6-5.1 Spotted Ff vcatche I ll'ltt.\( i( ul)Lt striulu 5

6-5lJ Titbabblcl I'uriytnru suhtuct uletrn 56
661 N4arico Flvcatchcl Mt,luttutrrti.s nruritlut'n.si.s )
665 f:rscal Flr catchcr Si,gr1ir.r sllcl.r I 3

671 Pririt Batrs Bati.s pt it'it l 3

686 Cape Wa,stail trlotuL illu t u1tt,tr.si.s 9

7(17 Fiscal Shrike Lurtitrs tolluris I

708 Redbacked Shrikc Lurtius t ttllurirt o

I | | C'rinrsonbreastecl Shrike Ltttint ius utro(o((in('us I
l 14 Threestreake d Tclragra T t lrugt u uustrulis I

73-5 Wattled Strrfin_r: ('rcutrtphrtnt tirtertu I

131 Cifossl Starling Lunrytrott)l nis rrit?ns )1
755 Marico Sunbird N'et tut ittitt nrurit1ut,n.si.s i
161 Dusky Sunbircl Nectut itrin fitsLu 3

115 Capc White-eve /.o.\t( rt)l\ ltullitltrs -1.1.1

7ltO WhitehrouctlSpanouucavct Plott'1ttt.sst'trnulruli -5tl
78.1 Sociable Weaver PltilL,tuirus sttt ius 861
7tt.t Hcruse Sptrrrou' Pu.sstr donu'stit us 16

786 Capc Sparrow Pusser ntelunurus 33
781 Struthem Grelheatled Sparow Pusscr diftirsus -1

u03 Masketl Weaver Pl(\'(us yelutus 97
li05 Redbilled Quelea Quelcu tlueleu l-50
808 Retl Bishop Euple(t('s ()ri.\' 267
8-3() lVtelba Finch Pyriliu ntelba lt
8-17 Redbilled Firelinch Lultttutstitttt senegula 9

u40 Viole tcareil Waxbill Urue.qirtthus ,qruttutirtus 9

It.l l Blarckcheeked Waxbill Estriltlu (rytltron(,tos 1

u-11 Conrmon Waxbill L..strildu ustriltl 1

tt'16 Pintaif ed Whydah l'iLluu ntucrouru -l
8.{7 Shafitailed Whvdah I itluu rt,.qiu I

860 Blackthroated Canarv Serittus utrogulut is 24

lJ6l Blackheaded Canary Serinus ulurio I

865 Whitethroated Canary Serirtus ulhrtguluris I

866 Yelf ow Canary Serinus f ldt irentris 2

It7 I Larklike Bunting f.ntberi:tr inltetuurti 34
812 Rcrck Bunting Entbt'ri:u tuhapi.si 9

ft73 Cape Buntin-u l:ntheri:u tapertsis 3
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Table 3. Adult Sociable Weaver mean moult scores and sample sizes at 6 colonies.

I )

Colony

Brulsand l l

\Iean rnoult scrlre
Santple size

l.r .7
H5

ther l0lJ l'rirds u cre clptLrlcrl incidcntlr .

nrainlv lt u trlcrltolcs.
Over thc f irst *cck in N{arch. tnost Sociublc

Wcitycr: (ltdults anrl .jLrvcnilesl ucrc n.roull-
irre thc sirth printart, lcathcr (n = I l 6). u ith
il rauqc front the thit'cl to ninth prinrart,. Five
ol the six colonie.s w'ere closcll, svnchronisecl.
u ith nrcan nroult score.s ltu-lrdults rangin-t be-
tuccn 13.,1 antl 15.7 (Tablc 3): this rlcarrs

that thesc colonics were rt the salrc stitge ol
nroult to lbout onc-fifth o1'a printarl,. One
colonv hacl ll nlciut r.r'rotrlt scorc of 20.0 which
lneans thut it $'as la.lrrin-u behincl the otlter
colonics bl alntost onc primarl' f-eather.

Sinrilarll. rnost Whitcbrowccl Sparrow-
\\'eAVers werc rtroulling the sixth prirlary
fcather (n = 2:l). rvith a ranse Irorn the lburth
to cighth printan'.

ll (i

l()
10.0
ltl

15.7
9l

tt l

?1

6

l-5.0
l5

TRAPPING A KORI BUSTARD
WITH A TORCH AND HANDNET

Rihann Geyser

On ll \Iarch. rhc lasr da1, of the Witsand
Ringins Workshop. C-ilrerh Hazell ancl I u,ere
on our'\\'uv to thc Paclklool ringin-e site u,hen
\\'c sA\\ a Kori BLrstarcl w alkin-s. in front ol' r-rs

on the roacl. Sincc. it *as still ver)'ciark u,c
dcciiled to take our chances u ith catchine thc
bird: 'rre will ncvcr ktrou il u,e clcln't tn,!'

I u rrlkctl nc\t to llrc r'irl n hilc Girietlr
slor'"11 dlove touarcis the bird. At this stagc
thc Bustarcl uas in thc lonq grass next to the
loacl. I su itcltcd on rnl little torch ancl Garcth
s',vitchcd ol'l'his bakkie's main lishts. I
ri alke cl slou lv tou'arcls thc big bircl shining
tlre light stfaighr in irs cycs l irh rhe hanclner
irr nrv othcr hancl. Surprisinell . rihcn I urs
about nr o uretrcs I'ront the bircl it started
u ulkinq slorvlv tos arcls ntc.

\\'hen uc u'crc ubout onc lnetre apart I put
the nct over tltc hilcl and at the sante tilrc
grabbcd its sides lt.l prelent the bird front
opening its *in-us. Thc bird strr-rgglecl a bit.
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So therc I r','as on my knccs holcling on to thc
bird ancl trl,ing to get Gareth's attenlion to
conre and help so the Bustard ll,oulcl not tcar
Garctl'r's nct. Allcr about l0 seconcls which
1'elt like an hour Garcth popped out of the
bakkic ancl asked: 'Have 

,"-t'ru -sot it'l' (he
coulcln't see nlc becausc the bakkie's nosc
was elevated cluc to a pilc of sancl next to ll-rc
roacl). 'Yes. I've got it. come and help rne!'

We mlina-eecl to get thc bircl safely, out of
thc nel. took it to thc car ancl laid it on its
back on thc table. After rin-ling ir u'ith a l9
nrm ring. wc releascd the bircl and it u,alked
of'1' slou ly as if nothing had happenccl. It let
go a huge 'bollie' as it rvalkecl arvav. Luck-
ily the bird kept it in uhilc u'e wcre ringin-e
it. Wc drovc on. l'olgcttins lo put the tablc
back rn the bakkie clue to all thc cxciternent.
Irrrtrtlirrc llrc ncrl pct\ut)'\ tcircli{)n lo sggino
a table in the ntiddle ol'thc roacl \\'ith uot a

soul in siehtl Wcll. sorneonc- scorcc'l a tablel


