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Along with Ron Summers and Robert Prys-
Jones. [ participated in the 1991 International
Arctic Expedition. organized by the Institute
of Animal Ecology and Evolutionary
Morphology of the then Sovict Academy of
Sciences. Camps were established at several
sites in the Siberian tundra; we were based at
Lake Pronchishcheva (75°16'N 112°28'E). in
the northeastern Taimyr Peninsula. Our con-
tribution to the expedition was to examine the
relationship between lemmings, lemming
predators such as the Arctic Fox Alopex lago-
pus and ground-nesting birds. such as waders
and geese. Within a study area of 14 km>, a
total of 73 wader nests were found. Lem-
mings were superabundant.

The ficldwork in 1991 confirmed the hy-
pothesis that breeding productivity was high
in years of high lemming abundance: in such
years. the lemming predators breed success-
fully, and predate only a small fraction of the
nests of birds. Further ficldwork at the same
site in 1992, when the lemming abundance
was low, confirmed that breeding success
was low: foxes quartered the tundra in search
of food, and tound most nests within a week
of clutch completion. Scveral papers have
been written describing these results; these
are listed below.
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