
Editorial

Tltis is li sltr'ciitl isstttr iit .\rr/; iirg \i,r1 \. ('()\
crirtg the Filrl \litionul Ringirrl \\ or-l .ltolr
hclrl lt \\ itsunrl \ulitlc Rc.clr c. \orthrln
Cltpc. in \liu-ch 100O. '|rc i.lcri rr l: brrlll
rhcn l.cs L rriL'r'hill. [)irre tor-oi l]rc .\r ilrrt
Dcnro_uraphr L nrt. r isitcti llrc rc.clr . in l9r)9
itttrl hunrllcrls ol irirrls ricrc llr ir.tg lrlotrrtrl.
['lltnning \tirrtc(l in tltc rrrirltllc ol l()t)i).
Jcurtcr.tt' ltncl Rcinlrrtlrlt Jc.snitz. tlla r'!'\rt\ e

llriurl,gcr'\. riclc itrrolr..tl ltght Ilonr tlrc:liilt
artrl hlntilcrl thc lre corrnlorlll ion rLrPcrhl.r .

[.es. \lulk .\r'rdclrort ol \ollhctn (ilrpu
\ltlure C'0n:rrr utit)lr lntl I \!-l Lrll it llt'o-
gtut)rttc lirt tirLr tt-liri jrrg. \rrtitc: \\ !'fc \cni
otlt 0rt th. SAIlird\r't li:l:er-rr'r unrl iir loctrl
bird clLrtr nc$ slcttcr:.

Ilri. \\it. tltt lir.t \,'trt\\'lill ll:ilil1r,! tirl'-
e |s in S0Lrth All ica on tr nlrtronlrl i)ir:i: r'trrlrcr'
tlllttt titttr'tr rillill.l lrrl\'llt\'r l,'r :r t,,ttt\'t\ | r\'.
Part ic illltttt: tlitr cl lcrl i lor rt \ u lrl.oirrll 1, 11,1.

\ltrttibilr. Kltsturc. tror'litct n []()l\\\ iutil. illl(l
lin ltll tlie pror intc: ol SorrLit .-\litt rt. c',te 1-.t

thc \oltht'r'rr Plor incc. [:iltr ltcolrlc rtllcl](lf(l
thc uorkshop. atrout hrll bcinc rinsir\ iut(l
thc Ic\t tllrincr-: (ll'0nt nor ie ,': to lthrrLrl to-
tlurlitt pr-riplr').

[)LrIin-! lhc \\ cr-k ]65(r birds $ c|c t'ingecl.
iln r\ cril!!' til 5i birtl: pct l)ct son. ,\ hithlight
ol thc corrlsc rr lr: u tril-l ttr C)Lr N{r-rr-lrsic Fltrnt
on tll!- ()rlrrt!c R ir cr' (ncar ( jrrlblelsltoop).
l'lrt- lrclr I r'.rin: hlrl spoileil the r incvards
rrurl llrr lrrlntcr hirrl lelr tltc liuit tirl the birds.
'I lrcrc rr crc hLrntllcrl: ol rr cltvr.r's. sl]nrfo\\,s.
u lr itc ir rrs lnrl otltcr bit-d: to be cuu ght. A
1()llll ()l (r-18 bilti: \\ crc citlLght |tc1c. l'hc high
rrunrbcl oi lriltl: clLrgltt in arrrl near Witslntl
rl(X).1 hi|tl: t \\ u\ (hle t0 rinuing at col0nics of
Soe iliblr' \\'e avcrs ancl a nrost ol Red Bishops.

'l hr grnt'nrl tirnnat of the rvcck g as to ling
.irfl\ in thc nl()fnin! anrl in thc latc aflcntoon.
I)Lrrrng llrc hot l)iut ol tltc clar clne rtr tlvct lec-
IrLlc: \\ e fc givcn ltt f iltgcrs. In thc cvening
thc nc\t tlut's r-irrgirrg -uroups anrl locations
rt clc tliscrr::Crl. 'l hc rroup also u ent on sC\,-
etiil ('\fllf\lolt\ t() lfitll fltl)lor\ lttttl ttoclut-ltal
lrilrls. I)LrlrnS tlrc u cckr.ntl ntore ringcrs
.rltir,,l lttt,l l't.' Irl\ ll- \\,t. r'tl l)tr'\!illillirrt)\
irnrl inle r.rr'tions llt()re tltiul ort ringinu. \4ost
tirtLcr'. rLrnlrgcd t() cnlcf thcir Iinging clata
ont() (()lllputc|s lltlrt I'Lrd ltcert b|oLLgltt alttnt.
-l']rrr 

rr cr'k \\ lls it gfclrt succes\ antl partici-
])lnt\ \tiil lc(l plunninl tlrc nr-\t $ orkshop.
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The Sandgrouse Hide al Witsand NatLrre Reserve (picture by Mark Anclerson).
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\nothel highlight rvas the opcnin-a of the
tirsl !xnpl'1ensc Hidc in the world. Reinhardt
.o1r\tructcd a porrd at Witsand to attract thc
\andsrouse and other birds. The hidc was
huilt half uncler-eround so that the viewcrs
insrde havc a grouncl-lcvel vicw. Lcs Uncler-
hill declared the Sand_srouse Hide ol'f icially
opcn at a special ceremony.

This issuc of Sufring Nell'.f starts with thc
papers that were presentcd at Witsiind. The
papers have been eroupeci into broad thcntes.
The first category is Localities. with six
papers, starting with a description of'Witsancl
itsclf. Abric Maritz gavc an cxcellcnt sliclc
talk 'Kalahari insi-{rhts' but llo tcxt would do
his talk justicc. Thc next scction covers Bird
Groups. {'rom raptors to sunbirds. The last
seven papers deal r',,ith various General issues.
starting with ur fulurc vision of ringing. Finally
thcre is a brief analysis o1'the rin-uing data.

Several techniqr-rcs werc dernunstratccl at
the workshop. Rick Nuttall showccl us his
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pulley system to hoist nets to trap swallows
roostin-e in trees. Stcphanie Tylcr iind Herman
and Zephni Bernitz showccl us an el'f'cctive
way of furlin-q mistnets thcy had learnt in
Ngulia. Kcnva. Rihann Geyser demonstrated
the ncw I'lap trap which uscs ntealworm as
bait. This trap will bc described in thc next issue
of'Safring News. Catching a Kori Bustard is
de.eribcd at thc cnd ol lhis i:sue.

Congratulations to Tracy Buchan ancl Nicky
Bouseficlcl lhnr Botswana, and Hcnnie clc
Klerk fiom Vanderbijlpark who qualified as
rin-eers after Witsancl !

The draft manual was handcd out to ringers
and many uscful commcnts wcre reccived.
The ring-size suidc now shows the numbcr ol-
primary f'eathers each species has. to help in
detcrmining primary moult.

Please visit Witsancl to gct rctrapsl
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