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The period covered in this report is from
I July 1998 to 30 June 1999. In spite of high
ring costs, the ringing effort in southern
Africa has been sustained. with a total of
80 958 birds ringed (Table 1). This was made
up of 74 048 free-flying birds and 69 I 0 nest-
lings. The previous ringing year had a total of
19 911. These figures are not accurate because
they include rings from earlier years and ex-
clude rings not submitted timeously, but this
should not affect the totals by much.

There are wide diff'erences in distribution
of ringers and birds ringed in the diff'erent
countries and provinces of South Africa
(Table I ). The high number of birds ringed in
Mauritius covers the ringing period under re-
view as well as several previous ,"--ears. In last
year's report Dries Nel was inadvertently as-

signed to Free State province instead of North
West Province which means that Table I in
Safring New,s 2'7'.21-25 needs to be adjusted.

The top ringer is again Gerrie Grobler
(Table 2). Sea Fisheries Research Institute
has the new name of Marine & Coastal Man-
agement. Carl Jones of Mauritius is not in-

cluded in Table 2 since a large number of his
birds were ringed in previous years. His rings
are. however. reflected in the annual totals in
Table 1 Top ringers ofnestling and free-fly-
ing raptors are listed (Table 2b and 2c respec-
tively).

The Redbilled Quelea is again the most
ringed species, owing to the sponsorship of
the Department of Agriculture (Table 3a).
Unlbrtunately this funding has ceased, so it
is unlikely that this bird will be ringed in such
large numbers in the new ringing year. It is
satisfying to see that the European Swallow
has nroved up in the rankings. owing to inter-
est in the EURING Swallow Project. Socia-
ble Weaver has entered the top 20 list while
Levaillant's Cisticola has moved off.

Cape Gannets and African Penguins still
lead the seabirds list lTable 3b;. Free-flying
and nestling raptors have many rearrange-
ments in tenns of numbers ringed (Tables 3c
and 3d respectively). This is due to relatively
smaller numbers being ringed than passerines,
and greater changes are expected depending
on the individual rinsers' interest and effort.
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Table 1. Geographical distribution of ringing effort in the 1998-1999 ringing year.

Province or country Ringers

1 999

No. of spp.
ringed

No. of birds ringed Average birds
per ringer

Free State
Western Cape
North West Province
Gauteng
Eastern Cape
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Botsrvana
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Antarctica
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Table 2. Top 20 ringers or ringing groups in the 1998-1 999 ringing year.

Hinger Province or country No. of birds ringed

a) Ringers of all species
Gerrie Grobler
Dries Nel
Phiirp Coetzee
Sam De Beer
Pat Hulley
Rita Marais
Margaret McCall
Tony Tree
Gordon Schoitz
Bob F.llis
David Philip
Rick Nuttall
Marine & Coastal Management
Stephanie T1'ler
Andrew Tucker
Dale I{anmer
Norbert Klages
SANCCOB
Dave Johnson
Rihaan Geyser

(b) Ringers of raptor nestlings
Carl Jones
Abrie Maritz
Tim & Laurel Osbome

Free State
t.'orth West Province
Free State
North West Province
Eastern Cape

North West Province
Western Cape

Eastern Cape
lVestern Cape'

Western Cape

Botswtna
Free State
Western Cape

Boiswtnr
Gauteng
Zimbabrve
Eastern Cape
Western Cape

KwaZulu Natal
Gauteng

N{auliti us
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Namibia

8 161

5 831
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2 .109
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Mark Anderson
Peter Bridgeford

c) Ringers of free-flying raptors
Herman & Zephne Bernitz
John Moorcroft
Abrie Maritz
Bernd Brell
Dirk Heinrich

Reports

Northern Cape
Namibia

Mpumalanga
Eastern Cape
Northen.r Cape
Namibia
Namibia

33

41
38

128

90
64

Table 3. The most ringed birds forthe 1998-1999 ringing year, by bird category.

Species Scientif ic Total
ringed

Rank Previous
rank

(a) Terrestrial species
I Redbrlled Quelea
2 European Su'allow
3 Red Bishop
4 Masked Weaver
5 Cape White-e1e
6 Cape Weaver
7 Afiican Marsh Warbler
8 Laughing Dor.e
9 Blue Warbill

l0 Cape Sparrou
I I House Sparron
12 Common Waxbill
l3 Sociable Weaver
14 Blackeyed Bulbul
l5 Spottedbacked Wear er
16 Cape Reed Warbler
17 Whitervinsed Widow
l8 Olrve Thrush
l9 Southern Creyheaded Sparrow
20 Cape Robin

(b) Seabirds
I Cape Gannet
2 African Penguin
3 Common Tern
4 Round Island Petrel
-5 Lesser Noddy
6 Swift Tem
7 Kelp Gull
8 Black Tern
9 Wandering Albatross

10 Macaroni Penguin

(c) Free-flying birds of prey
I Pale Chanting Goshawk
2 Jackal Buzzard
3 Blackshouldered Kire
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Euplt't rts ot it
Pl,ttt'n1 1 r'1r,r,,t
Z.)\t('rops pullilus
P lt)attt.\ t ct,rt'rl.ii.s

.\t t ()t alhdlkt bttetit ttttrs
S I r a lt ( )l I I iLt .irzc galril.irs
L rut' girtt hus ttn grtIe nsi s

Pd\s{r ntal(uturus
P u.;.t t, t d tnt t.s I i t tt s
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Ploceus tutullatus
Acrocep ha lus grat i I i ntstri s

Eup I e t' t e s e I ho n o Iatu s

Turtlus olirateus
Passcr tliffusus
Cosst'pha taffra

Morus capensis
Spheniscus tlentersus
Sternct hirundo
P t er odo ma a r nt i n.j on i a na
Anous tenuirostris
Sterno bergii
Larus clominitanus
Chlidonias niger
Diontedea erulans
Eudlpte s c hr,- so I oph us

Melicrar (;(tnorus
Buteo ruJoJustus
Elanus caeruletts
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Northern Cape
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Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Namibia
Namibia
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Table 3. The most ringed birds for the 1 998-1 999 ringing year, by bird category.

Species ScientificRank Total Previous
ringed rank

(a) Terrestrial species
I Redbilled Quelea
2 European Swallow
3 Red Bishop
4 Masked Weaver
5 Cape White-eye
6 Cape Weaver
7 Afiican Marsh Warbler
8 Laughing Dove
9 BIue Waxbill

l0 Cape Sparrou
I I House Sparrow
12 Common Waxbill
l3 Sociable Weaver
14 Blackeyed Bulbul
l5 SpottedbackedWeaver
16 Cape Reed Warbler
17 Whitewinged Widow
18 Olive Thrush
l9 Southern Greyheaded Sparrow
20 Cape Robin

(b) Seabirds
1 Cape Gannet
2 African Pen_suin

3 Common Tern
4 Round Island Petrel
5 Lesser Noddy
6 Swifi Tern
7 Kelp Gull
8 Black Tern
9 Wandering Albatross

10 Macaroni Penguin

Free-flying birds of prey
Pale Chanting Goshawk
Jackal Buzzard
Blackshouldered Kite
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4 Steppe Bttzzard
5 Rock Kestrel
6 Greater Kestrel
7 Mauritius Kestrel
8 Spotted Eagle Owl
9 Liinner Falcon

l0 Barn Owl

(d) Nestling birds of prey
I Mauritius Kestrel
2 Whitebacked Vulture
3 Lappetfaced Vulture
4 Spotted Eagle Owl
5 Bam Owl
6 Pygmy Falcon
7 Peregrine Falcon
8 Pale Chanting Goshawk
9 Lanner Falcon

l0 Rednecked Falcon

Reports

Buteo huteo
Fulco tinnunculus
Folto rupicttloidcs
Fal('o pun(totus
Bubo ufritanus
Fulco biarmit'us
Ty'to ulba

Folto ptuttlatus
Grps a.fi'icunus
Torgos tratheliotos
BLrbo rli'it ttnus
Tyto ulba
P o I i hi e rar s e mitlrq ua l us
Falco peregrinus
Melierux ( unorus
Falco ltiarnicus
Falco < hicquera

1 999
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.10

2.9
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Announcement

XXlll International Ornithological Congress

Beijing, China, 11-17 August 2002

Honorary President: Professor Ernst Sutter, Switzerland
President: Professor Walter Bock. USA
Vice-President: Professor Jacques Blondel, France
General information: email infocenter@ioc.org.cn
Internet: http://www.ioc.org.cn
Home page: http://www.nmnh.si.edu,BIRDNET/IOC/
Scientific Program: Chair. Scientific Program Committee: Dr Fernando Spina

Inquiries about the scientific program and
suggestions for the general program. plenary
lectures and symposia, should be sent to Dr
Spina at:

lstituto Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica,
Via Ca' Fornacetta 9,l-40064 Ozzano
Emilia (BO), Italy. Ph +39-051-65-12-
I I l; Fax +39-05 l-79-66-28;
email infsioc@ iperbole.bologna.it.

The scientific program ofthe congress is
expected to include Plenary Lectures, Sym-

posia, Contributed papers (in the form of Oral
presentations and Poster papers) and Round
Table Discussions.

Interested ornithologists are invited sub-
mit proposals for symposia and plenary
speakers by April 2000. Contributed papers
and RTDs will be called lor subsequently^

The XXIII Congress is the first ever held
in Asia. The SPC is thus particularly inter-
ested in high-standard proposals concerned
with the contribution of Ornithology to bio-
logical conservation and wildlife manage-
ment.


