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DATA EXTRACTION
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ancl clata thut has been subrliltcd clcelrorti-
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cln llc\\ \ltt1r'l \ tlt,tt I ltlrr (' n()[ \ i'l .,'ir i lr|](1.

lrut rtot in ant ol llrc nrirjtrl h;urtll,o,.'1... Ilt,'
ntit\\ (llltir tlrtl ttot lrirrr itit' tittq ttttt,tlr.t.. lrLtl

alc problbir rrot tlrrlrliiirtrrl irr tir'' ringirtg
r!_corrl\ (l curclirllr r'ulclrt,il (lul:l 1,", lor.;rlilr
atttl rcitt ). T'ltc Irulrlislrtll rl;1111 ,1r1ri t iritlittg

Table 1. Published mass data for Redheaded Weavers.
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Ringing reports
Anon. 196-r

Ginn 197 la
Ginn l97la
Hunrphlcl r 197(r

Bell 1977

An{in. 19,3E

Anon. 1988

Specimens
Ginn l97lb
Ginn 197lb
Ginn l97lb
Ginn 197 lb
Ginn 197-1

Cinn lt)76
(iinn 1976

Cinn l97fi

Sex: nr=r'nirle. t=tcnltle. u=ult\L'\c(l
A_ges not gi\ en
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Fig. 1. Localitieswhere Redheaded Weavers have been ringed since 1975. Circles in-
dicate localities where mass was not recorded (n=18) and triangles indicate localities
where mass was recorded (n=85).
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data havc been combined. althou-eh thc mass
values 14.4, l5 and 33 mr.rst be enors and are
excludcd l-rom lhe rrralysir.

AGEING AND SEXING

Adult male and female Redheaded Weavers
are easily distinguished in breeding plumage
by the bright red head of the miile versus the
yellowish head of the f'emale. In non-breed-
ing pluma-ue, however, sexes are similar

(Maclean 1993). Immature males may be
clistinguished fiom immature females when
the lbrrner have the head tinged with orange
and the breast with red-tipped feathers
(Mackworth-Praed & Grant 1963).

RESULTS

143 Redheaded Weavers have been ringed
with SAFRING rings over the period 1948-
1998. These have yielded no recoveries to

Table 2. Mass data of Redheaded Weavers from ringing records and published data.

Sex

lmnr
Aciult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

22.0
2l .8

23. l

2l .0
2 3..{
)2.9
20.1
10.5

AIl. incl unsexed
All. incl unsexecl
Malc
Female
Male. summer
Male. winter
Female, sumnter
Female. winter

19.0 25.0
t7.0 27.0
19..1 26.0
I 7.0-2.s.0
2t.7 25.6
20.0 25.0
19.0-2.1.0
11 .0-21.0
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3l
16

l0
l6
9
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Fig.2. Mass data of adult male and female Redheaded Weavers. fronr SAFRING s
databank (n=85) and published data (outliers 14.4,15 and 33 g excludedt

date . 103 bircls havc bcert t'ingccl sincc 1975:

ll2 of these ringing recot'cls ltrtve t'uass clatll ot't

thc scheclulcs. The earlier clata cauttot casilv
bc traced.

The ringing localities (Fi-q. 1) rclcr 1o tlre

nonrinate race,,1. r'. ntltricclts. n'hich is founcl
in southern Af ica. Ringers dicl se.r imrna-
tulc's in some cilses but the mass clata lbr all
ilnmaturcs *cre combittecl (Table 2). Males
r.rele hcavier tlran lentalcs. thou-gh there uas
much ovcrlap (Tablc 2. Fig. 2). The dil'l'er-
cnce is sienificant 1t=.1.61. dl'=66. p=0.005 l.

To investigrltc seasotlal cliffercnces. nrass

clata for aclult males ancl aclult fct'nales u'ct'c

diviclecl ir.rto sun'u.ner (Scptentbcr to Februarl')
and r.r'intcr'(\4arch to Au-eus1) records usit'tg

the linuing data. The ringin-e rccorcls r.r'cre

sprcacl tl-tt'oueh the vcar. n ith :l'1 mass data
tiom in sunrnrcr (approxirrtatcll' the blceding
season in southern Africa) artd 38 recorcis
during the remairtitt-g rlonths. Irl suttlmcr
rnales u ere significarttll' heavier thittl t-enalcs

1t=5.-18. df=30. p=0.0051 Tablc 2) thou-eh

there r.r'as a littlc overlap. In wintcr males

$cr-e sicnrficurttl) hcil\ icr lltltr lcttlttlcs
(t=1.6.1. cll=17. p=0.01). \1it::c: ol trrillt's
ucrc not significantli cliltcrcrrt itr sLtttttttcr alttl
r,r'inter. Sinrilallr lttossc\ ol lcrualcs \\crc llot
significantll' dill'elcnt itl sLtrtIttt,-'t ltttrI ri itllc'r.

DISCUSSION

N'lass dillercnccs benr cct.t tltc ser.cs \\ L'rc c\-
pectccl because ri irtg Ie rrgths ol spcctttlelts
shou sc'xual climolphisrtt: lor ittstance.
Maclern (1993) gavc 77.6 nrnr {7r) 80. 1l
ibrnalcs). ancl 8f mnt (80 85. l-i nrllcs).

Thcrc may Lrc sottte ert ot.s it.t ltgcing arltl
scxing the bilcls. espccirlly il'u prrticulaf
ringer orrlv handleci a 1e* bircls ol this spe -

cics. br.rt riugcls calt Ltsc spccil'ic cocles irlcli-
cating Llnccrtaintr. Altholtgh ll'tales rve re

heaviel than lemales in u tttter antl sttttrtller.
thele is large overlap it.t t.trasscs. It clocs tlctt

seent possible to se\ acltrlls cluring uirltcr
bascd ot-t mass. thou-gh thc clata used hcre lllal
not be verl' reliable. Wing-lertgth may bc
mole useful but SAFRING scheclules have
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not made provision lbr wing-lcngth to be re-
corded in the past.

Ringers can contribute to nrensural data
for species that still lack data. The primary
purpose of recording mensural data, however,
is not to merely fill data gaps, but to sce if
new criteria for ageing and sexing birds can
be found.
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