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Bird distributions are not static, yet often by
the time we are aware of changes, we can no
longer pinpoint the time when a new species
first appeared in our area. In the case of the
Bronze Mannikins Sperntestes cucullutus in
Grahamstown. a ringing project ensured that
we were on the spot at the right time.

Since 1990 we have been ringing sun-
birds, and anything else that gets into our
nets, in the botanical gardens in Grahams-
town. The gardens adjoin the university cam-
pus, a short walk fiom our department, so that
a mornir"rg monitoring mistnets provides a
welcome break from desk-bound duties. Each
sunbird receives a colour ring which consti-
tutes a year code, so on periodic lbot patrols
we monitor the numbers of sunbirds prescnt,
and the proportion of ringed birds antongst
them. This project was dcscribed in an earlier
paper (Craig & Simon 199 l). Naturally we
also keep a record of all other birds seen in
the gardens, so that an up-to-date checklist is
available for this site.

In June 1995 we were surprised to see a

small flock of Bronze Mannikins on a Dath
which is one ol uur resular netting siter.
Skead (1965) had reported a flock along the
Fish River, on the eastern border ol' the
Albany District, but there appeared to be no
previous records for Grahamstown. In his
revie w of the birds of the Eastern Caoe.
Skead i 1967; commented that Bronze Min-
nikins were fairly cornmon along the coast
reaching Porr Elizabeth, though he added that
records were sparse west of the Fish River. In
East London. Courtenay-Latimer ( 196-5) de-
scribed Bronze Mannikins as resident. with
large flocks in some years. However, at Port
Alfred there was only one record in a three-
year period (Morse Jones 1965). and at
Kenton-on-Sea a single dated record was pro-
vided for the 1970s (Pike 1980). During the
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atlas period there were occasional records as
f'ar wesl as Port Elizabeth (Nuttall 1997). Pat
Hulley tirst saw Bronze Mannikins at the bird
l'eeclcr in his garden in January 1996, and
other birdclub mentbers in Graharnstown
now also report them regularly.

We ringed our f irst Bronze Mannikin in
Grahamstown in October 199-5. By the next
ycar our catch included juvenile birds, and
each summer since thcn the birds have bred
successfully. To date (January 2000) we have
ringed l4l birds, with 13 recaprures. Four
recaptures were within a month of ringing,
and the longest intervals so far are I I and I 2
months. During his study in Zimbabwe,
Woodall (197-5) had one recapture after 28
months. but only six of his birds were recap-
tured after more than l2 months. It seems that
the botanical -[ardens population is resident.
as has been fbund elsewhcre. and so far no-
one has seen any of our ringed birds at bird
t-eeders.

Although we have not fbund anv nests. we
have handled birds with brood parches in
October and Decerrrber. ar.rd bilds in imma-
ture plumage (initially plain pale brown) have
been seen fiom the end of October. Birds still
rnor.rltine into aclult plurnage have been
caught up Io August. Woodall (197-5) fbund
that youn-s birds in Zimbabwe acquire adult
plurnage about tbur months after leaving the
nest. The few breedir-rg rccords of Bronze
Mannikins from the Transkei and E,astern
Cape during the atlas period suggest a peak
between November and February for this re-
gion, whereas further north in South Africa
and in Zimbabwe breeding extends from
November to April (Nuttall 1997).

Our records of wing-length and weight
(see Table 1) are very similar to those of
Woodall (1975), bearing in mind that he used
a triple-beam balance correct to 0.1 g,
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Table I \^/ir'iq reilElfr arrcl u;eight ot adult and immature
f)iifl:) li,rr Graitdrt'sto\vn r,rrtir \lJooda I s i1975) records
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Bronze Mannikins. comparing
from Zimbabwe.

Age r;ias: arid regron Wing-length in mm
(mean and range)

Weight in grams
(mean and range)
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9.r t 0.7: E..i I 1.{)

9.5 t 0.1:l'l.l 10.6
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i' ii, r,.,. \i. \\\ r. ir.,ilr! ir l)!'\()lit \|titt-g irlrl-
.tl \' rirrl , Iil\ lr'r'ot(l('(j \\ ('l!lii\ t() lltr' na.ll-,
r'\i i)', - Iti l,olli irrrr.rr tlrr'rL'i'.i:rnlLll llilli't
ili;, lrr'l .r r [ ;riiIll.:tti!l il]lirriillltr.lrttti:. httl
(-' \i.!i r'. !- ('\ r'i l.tI rlt tlti'\f lll!'it\tilulllr'llL\.
Ih.'i. t' r]rl ill{ll(,Lliorl ilItl (jtl\'! i]tl it!!'()t \u\
flir,rr.,, 1,1,',,''il.itrs trr lli,: lrit.ir {rl iill\ lttL'it:
tll! lll( lli .

\\ ir,: ril(rLlll irr lire I'01:rt|titl !ill(l,Jlt\ iirl\\r\
pi.rtt,iii.'r irrLriiurg. tlr.' inrlir itiir;Ll riuurlion'
nl.l. 1,, r, i.rL,ti t,r.1.' ',,' tiiltrtt trl titc lltrt
l-,rrr, t1i;t.: i,lr!rrIIl)1. \I,r.1 lrirtlr \(,ntlrl!'le \\in!
1111vr1lr lr, 1r, r'L ri .Jtrrtr' .rilrl \t'1ili rrrlrr'r'. l)Lrt in.l
illrl rtt,rr;ilt . itl \ltrr to \r'l,i! lilrr't ,,r.r (.1',
rtl llir hri,l. f;rl)11il,.'il iir'! ril,,rillill- i lt. r,. i. :t

corlll)l\'li iir(,Lill i,r ill, I r, ' tirl, I'rr.L1'. \\ lrii lr

lIir1111,' itL;1|r 1llq' !r,r,1r r,lLtIri.r.-,'. lrr tt:r'tiilrlr
lltt liiiLlll. lir .ri-11)\'.i[irl! ! . ,rltri ll]f \\ ltl.l\ iul(i
tuil. In l.rrrrl'ltrric. \\'ootllill ( l(/75) li)rin(l thitt
tlrc ltclrk lrr-ccclirrg nr()ntir\ \\ clc \()\ cntlrct' to
N4ar ch. .,\tlrrlt Bronzc \'lunnikin: tlttrr ltoult
cd tiorrr \larch to L)cccnrbcr. r.r hile intrnatulc
hir-d: sta|tcd ltrler. nrorrllinu fro|.r .lrrnc tu
(Jctobcr'.

So oul Iin,:lirr-r: Io rlirtc in this lccrntlr
cstittrl i slt,:tl po1'rLt I iit iort iil [3 r orrzc \l artn i k il:
sltorr cloru il!rcurilcnt u itlt thc clu liar' \tt-l(l\
b\ Pctcr \\'r'otlull. 'l ltt lccultturc r utr' lirl tltir
sl)L'ciC\ i: tltrttc e lir'()Ul lgiilg ( l0( r cln bc |c
girfLlcd ir\ uoorl iol lr rnrull ltassclilc). ancl it
looks us thotrllr thr' Brorrze \lirrtnikin rr ill br.

il r.gulir part of our rinuing proqfontnte in thc
brrllnii- ul Suf(lcn\ in thc lirtulc.
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