
we approached, in contrast. thevput on their
customan' noiq begging pcrformancc.

Their refusal to acccpt food from thc starlings
frustratcd both us and thc adult birds. In dcs-
peration u,c tapcd the begging calls of the
chicks and plal'ed it rlhcn the adults nert vis-
ited. This immediatch'had thc desired cffect
and the chicks. on hcaring thcir own begging
calls, pcrked up. opened their beaks and ac-
cepted food from thc adults Thc latter then
sct up a regular pattcrn offeeding r.isits. To
allq'iate the strain of thcir caterins for tu'o
broods. \\'c continucd fccdins our c[icks at a
rcduccd lcrcl and pror ldcdsupplcmentan
food for the adulls. Ovcr the ncxt thrce dars
lhc fcmalc madc tlrc maiorih of risrls to thc
chicks. uhilc thc malc continucd lo sathcr
food but cithcr lransfcrrcd it to hcr. oiucnt
offto fccd his bioloeical brood doun the road.
Thc chicks also bccamc increasinslv u'an,of
us, rl hich \\'as no bad thing. On 6 January: thc
parents stoppcd bringrng lood arrd thc fcmalc
led tuo ofthc chicks out ofthc cacc at I lh00
Thc third lcft a littlc latcr but tras rmmcdiatclr
sct upon br fic malc. uho rigorouslr pcckci
and jostlcd it. Wc rcplaced thc chick in the
cage and it finallr lcft unmolestcd at 17h00.

Atthough the succcssful fledging u'as a happl'
outcome. the ston'did not cnd thcre. Thc fc-
male of thc adoptivc pair had becn ringcd
ncarbl on tj Januan' l99l bl Tcrry Oatler: in
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Wanneer ck nette oprig om vo€ls te vang, is
my doclgroep geu'oonlik Jangrocntjies en
andcr middclslag vocls. \'dcns 'n onlangsebe-
soek aan Ficksburg w'as dit egter 'n andcr storic.

Aangesien die klein .r,eldaalu'r'ntjies
gedurendc Scptcmber blom. hct ck did kecr
my nette in die rantjies opgerig. Van Wocns-

onc of his pre-dusk s\\,oops (sec Oatlcl' &
Fraser 1992). She u'as retrapped by'us rrhilc
fceding the chicks and on New Ycar's Dar.
199-l shc rras caught again. this timc uith a
diffcrent mate (also ringed bv Tcrry. on
20 Septcmber 1992) mllecting lbod forariothcr
brood. On 27 October 199.1. she uas electro-
cuted at Dido Vallel: not far from Glencairn. A
month prior to that. one of her adopted brmd
*'as found dead. thought to have been shot.
across the vallcl' at Glencairn Hcights.
2l months after flcdging. We u'ould not be
surprised. given thc high recoven' rate of the
spccrcs. to hear ofthe othcr chicks in duc course.

All quitc a saga. and quite cnough material
for one of the morc lurid soapies. More im-
portanth'ne havc. through ringing. dcmon-
strated chick adoption. simultancous doublc-
broodcdness (aftcra fashion). mate andbrood
infidclitr. chick sunival and anthropogcnic
causcs of mortalitr'. Not bad for three chicks
rrhich could havs endcd thcir davs undcr a
pi lc ol rubblc or i n t hc dccp lrccz6

Rcdu'inged Starlings continue to bc remark-
ablv productivc in tcrms of rccovcrics and
rctraps and u'e cncouragc ringcrs 10 targct the
spccics tvhenevcr lhev can.

I{LI;ERENCI:
O,qrr.p-r'. l. & Fn-.rse n. M. 1992. Red-rineed

I{cds inscd Starlings .lafring.\'ex.s 2 I : {]{-9.

dag af uas ck op m)'pos. uat ck al vir die
afgelope wf jaar besoek. Ek het nf Jan-
groenfics gcvang. maar Dondcrdag hct ck
mocdcloos uur na uur na lee neftc gestap. 'n
Groot skok hct r ir mv gc\\ag in een ran mr
nu\\'e, sterker nette - 'n Edclvalk ('n roofvodl
vir die rral nic rveet nic!,1 hct vcrmocdclik 'n
duif gcjaag en is in dic proscs in nrl' net gg'angl

Wcl. ek moct dic voel uit die net kn' ftulle
\\'ecg t 6(X) g) cn ck is daarbv nog allccn ook !

Roofvocls se go,aarlikste \r'apcn is hullc skcrp
klouc en ck *,ect dat ck hullc ten allc kosle
moet verm\'. Mct m1' linkerhand hct ck die
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voel mooi om s) nek en skouers beet (dit is
voordclig om groot hande te he!) cn begtn q'
pote uit dic net losmaak. Natuurlik blaas hy
vir m1,. maar ek is in ekstase oor m)' groot
vangs! Na 'n gesukkel het ek die valk uit die
net en moct na ml' ringplek beweeg om hom
te bering Dit is natuurlik 'n ring-'lifer" r'ir
my en dit gaan enige andcr bcringer groen
maak van jaloesie. Eintlik vang 'n mens
roofvocls met 'n Balcatn-strik. Dit is spesihck
ont$'erp om roofvoels tc vang.

Toe docn ck natuurlik die verkeerde ding.
Aangcsicn ek die vocl in mv linkerhand het.
probccr ck met mv ander hand 'n houvas op

S' potc kry. Toc Cryp h) mi'l Dit l1'k of s1

oopgesperde potc na iets in die lug soek. en
w kloue sink in m1'r'ingcrs in! Nou hct ek 'n
problcem. Mr gccn gcld tcr *ercld gaan ek
die voe I vn laat nie. maar ek moet m\'\.insers

loskrl ! En 'n mens het net tu'ee hande.
Gclukkig hct ek tandc ook (ek gebruik mv
tande baie. bv. om toue en ncttc vas te hou)
en ek probeer dcsperaat om mv vingers te
bevry. net sodat s-v ander poot ml' ken
vasgryp! (Steljou voor - ek hou dic voel vas
en hy vir mv! - een moet losl)

Na 'n stn'd $'aarin ek die valk met ml'knie
op die gr6nd vasgedruk hct. is mr kcn 

-en 
mr

vingcrs ber'ry: M1' 800 m sc stap na OB ,16609

het soos 'n uur gcvoel en ck kon net die ring
7'79501aan svpoot sit enhom laat rlicg! Ekkon
nic ecrs'n foto neem van die pragtigevoCl nic.

Na dic ondcn'inding hct ek tot die gevolg-
trekking gckom dat 'n mens ENIGE vo€l in
jou nettc kan venvag. r'eral noudat SAFRING
baic duursamc nette versaf. en dat 'n mens
voorbereid moet rvees vir so 'n groot vangs!
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