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Thc articlc of Hanmcr ( 1991) on bird long* -
i5'prompted me to report on similar results
obtained ar the Oliencnhuis Gardens in
Bloemfonf cin sincc August 1988 (De Su ardt
l992al. During thc first feu'r'cars somc valu-
able recapiur<' cilt;i ucre recordcd fiom scr'-
eral species anci somc of these. as ncli as a
description of iltl srudl' site. appearcd in a
pro'ious SaTi'ii:q-,\sx's (Dc Suardt I992b).

Thc airn of tiris lrotc is to rcporl or sonir sdr-
vivai data obt.rii;;ri during the past scver! \.-?rs
until Novcnrbii 199-t Since Ar:s'.ist l9li8. a
total of 'l', l',rrtl: of 38 spccici ilrrr, bccn
nngcd at rhc garcicns iTeble l) "Ihis rotal rcp-
rescnr.s e 50'); tit.rc{tsc since thc l99l rcpcri.
The m.rst lru1rlsn111 capturcd birds trcrc Capc
Whrtc+',:s. Rt'dr-.r cd Bulbuls. 'firbabbicrs 

ar,C
Olive Thnrshcs. and most r.lcaplures gcre also
of lfrcsc spe;ics L-)unng the sludl a tota; oi
,52 recapturcs . i -r sfrccics) uas obtaincd u'rth a
recapftuc' rat. .-)i ;. 1 ir)'c (i}blc l )

Tabic I gir cs .r::lriiis of sun ivai data obtainc,l
srnce 1988. Tlircu i;irds \\'erc more than four
years old on da-' ollsgrtture, Table 3 grves a
selection of I E significant recaptures of indi-
vidual birds rihiclr sun'ivcd bct*'een ttvo lci
threc y'ears or nrc)rc. Thr Capc White-e1c has
thc highcst recapturc rate (Tablc l) and a nrean
elapsed time of 3.1 1,ears u'as obtained for
five selectcd indryiduals. Other interestins sur-
vival figures *cre also obtained from thi fol-
lowing species: a Titbabbler A,868753 rvas
recaughr aftcr'18 months (fouryears), a Capc
Sparrou'BC0.1.156 aftcr 5l months (.1.2 yeais)
and a Maskcd Weaver BC03{6 I nearh' madc
five rears at 58 months (i.e. {.8 reais) An
overall mean monthll'clapsc betrveen ringing
and recapturc of 36.2 months (3.0 yeirs)
was recorded durins the studr,.

Al,though these sunir':rl figurcs arc not as sig-
nificant as thosc in other rcpo(s (c.g. Hanm-i
1989). the potential to obtain rrcapturc data
caclt r car is grattcr. The d:rta in Table 2 shou s
an lncrcase ln recapturcs during thc first ttvo
lcars aftcr nnging. mainil'of birds ringed bc-
tucen 1988 and 1990. Thc loucr rccapturc
relc dunng thc l;rst lc-\\ \ cars coulci bc :ls i!
rcsult of ringing effor1 (fir'e scssions rn l9!)-i
uith a rnarimunt caught of 22 birdsl. rr dis-
pcrsal latc dunng thc scasorr as a rcsul{ olih_.
rcccnt droughts. During 199-1. ringint sissrJn:
ncrc also held :rt Brshop: Clcri. i_,i.itsllL
Blocnrfonlcill. lo lfilp uarblers and nl. iilpl-
ing uas rarricd oi.ri duting lbrrr tc i,rc rn.l,ril.
of that 1'ear.

Looking again at thc clrrt: prlsclltccl in Tirbl: I
and 3. onc can notc that rirc sp:cits uillr tl:ir
itighcsi numbers ringcc aisc ricla rhe nrosi
rccaptures 'Ihcse birds a;c abun<Lrnt ar Olic:-
ri'enhuis and elscg hcrc ltiiri lun llal clam u crc
obtaincd from most oi thcsc spccics Capc
White<1es. fcrr cramplc. congregate in flrciis
during thc n intcr nrou[rs tvhen hii,h nunrbcrs
arc caught (a total of l-5 ncrr oir,ls plus fir.
recaplurcs *erc caught during Augusl 1 993.
26 riere caught during Scptcmbcr 199,1: ) aril
rccaplures are thcn easilr obtaincd Olire
Thnshes and Rcdc\ed Bulbuls also ricldcd high
rccaptures. but it scerned as if muih dispcril
in these spccies occurred. as onlv ttvo iccap-
tures more than 2-l months aftcr ringing *ere
recorded for each spccies. The Cape-Spar-
rou's and Masked Wear,ers have thc lonscst
sun ir al records so ftlr (Tablc 3 ) axd alftough
no large numbcrs havc bcrcn caught. tlrcscbirds
also occur in flocks during the rrinter nronths.
Thc ringing progranrmelt Olicscnhuis uill
continue forthc nert t\\'o to thrcc vears cspe-
cialll'to obtain rc,capture and sunlival dath.
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Table l. Birds captured atOliovenhuisuithhighesttotals. numberof recapturesandrecapturc
rAICS

)pacrcs Numbcrs Numbers Rccapture
caught rrcapturcd rales%o

Capc \\'hitc-o c
Rcd* cd BulbLrl
Olrr c Thmsh
Capc Robin
Capc Sparrou
\laskcd Wcavcr
Titbabblcr
Rcdfaccd Mouscbird
Laughing Dor.e
Ycllon Canan
Pied Barbct
Blackchested Prinia
Fiscal Shrikc
Lcsser Hono guidc
Capc Turlle Dovc
Malachite Sunbird
Fiscal Fll catchcr
Karoo Robin
Gardcn Wartler
Willor Warblcr
Fain'Fh'catcher
Longbilled Crombec
Crcstcd Barbct
Neddiklq'
Scimitarbilled Woodhoopoe
Diedcrik Cuckoo
whitcbcllicd Sunbird
Lar ard's Titbabblcr
Hoopoc
Bokmakicric
Blackthroatcd Canarl
Cape Weaver
Cardinal Wbodpcckcr
Whitebackcd Mouscbird
Rock Pigeon
Wattled Starling
Greater Stripcd Su'allou'
Cape Canarv

T,osterops pallidus
P.vcnonotus nigricans
'l'urclus olivaceu.s
Coss.tpho cafiro
Po.sser melanunt.s
Ploccu.s t,elotus
] ) ori son a su b c ae ru I e unr
(.olius indicus
,S t re p t o pc I i a .s a tt e ga I c n.t i.t
Se r i n u.s Jl av it' e n I r i s
L.vhius leucomelas
Pri ni a ! avi can s
Lanius collaris
Indicalor tninor
Slreptopelia capicola
.\'ectarinio fomosa
Sige lus .silens
E r.v' I h ro p.t, g i a c o r.v p h o e u s
S.t'lvia borin
flippolais icterina
Senoslira scita
S),lviello rufescens
fr ac h.vp h o n u s y o i I I an I i i
C i sti co I a fu h, i capi I I a
P h o e n i ctr I u s c-\' on onr e I a s
(- lt r.t's o c o c c.vx c' a p r i u s
,\'ectarinio talolola
Parisoma la.t,ardi
['pupo epops
Tblophorus ze)'lonus
Serinus otroguloris
Plocetts capensis
D r: t t t I ro p i co.s fu.st c s c c n :'
Colius colius
Columba guinea
Creatophora cinerea
I[irundo cucullala
Serintrs canicollis
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Table 2. Numbers ringcd and recapturcd at Olieu'cnhuis: August 1988 - November 199-l

Year
nngcd

Number
ringed <l vr

Number caught allcr
>l lr >2 r'r >3 r'r >4 r'r

I 988
I 989
I 990
| 991
1992
I 993
t994

'72

66
t76
43

150
136
ii3

'7

I

2
5

I
I

2

2
I

I
0
3

I

2
A

2
I
1

Total 729 22 il

Table 3. Age of the l8 oldest birds rccaught at Olieu'enhuis up to November 1994.

Specrcs Ring no Age nngcd Mths elapscd Min. age (r'rs)

Cape Whitc-eve

Redeved Bulbul

Cape Robin

Olile lhrusli

Titbabbler

Lavard's f rtbabbler

Blackchested l)rinra

Cape Sparrorr

Masked Wcaver

x672t9
x673 r 8
AB68782
x62t65
x62 I 68

ItB9782l
8I197851

ItB97896

1-85422
4-85163

AIl8l I 45
Alt70l l2
A1168753

ABTt)l l7

A868789

BC03156

BC I 0528
BC0346l

Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult

Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juven
Adult

21
J+
n1

14
,15

28
39

22

28
38

20
41
48

Iti

>))
>2,8
>3,4
>3.6
>3,'7

>2.3
>1 l

>1,8

>)1
>3 I

>1,6
>3J
>'1.0

>l 3

>3.0

>Jl

3.0
>.1.8

-t {)

5l

-)o
58
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