
REPORTS & NOTES

REPORT ON THE RINGING YEAR:
1 994-1 995

T B Oatlcl'

The_Jul1 l99-l - Junc 1995 period rcprescnted
the first full ringing 1'car in the nor.look South
Africa. in uhich tiere are nine pror.inces instead
ofthe old four. These ncu'suMivisiors of intcr-
na-l administrativc regions has meant that some
nngers. especialh those ofthe Balchatri brigadc,
havc to carn ringing permils from atleasl
thrcc diflcrent pror inccs lo legallv look for
raplors rrithin a oncda-r'drirc of theirdomicile.
Getting med to thc prolitcration of pror inccs
has.bccn a prolongcd process becausc some
ol the ncrv regions have taken somc limc lo
make up their minds n'hat to call themselves.

Ringing effort
Because only lu'o of thc old provinces still
have the same boundaries (but-u'ith modified
names) on the ne$ map. it has provcd inlcr-
cstlng to see hou thc dispcrsion of ringcrs
lies tvith rcspect to the nerr, regions. Table I
tells all. or nmrh'all! Therc is one (nerv) pror.
ince missing from thc list because thei6 u,as
no ringcr living in it for most of the 199,1-
1995 ringing 1'ear. Stvaziland and Zambia.
both currcnllv reprcsenled b1' single ringers.
are fcatured for the first time in faUtc t.

Ringcr's totals have been allocatcd to the
province uhcre thev rcsidc (or normallv do
mosl o[thcir.ringing). thoseuho harc ringed
rrhilst on holidar in othcrprovinccs or coun-
tries in southern Africa havc the totals in-

Table l. Gcographical distnbution of ringingeftort in thc 199:l-1995 ringingl,ear

Province or
country

Number of ringers
returning shcdules

Number of
specics ringed

Number of
birds ringed

Birds per ringer
(average)

Westcrn Capc
Northwest Provincc
Gautcng
Eastern Cape
KwaZulu-Natal
Botsu'ana
Namibia
Antarctic
Mpumalanga
Zimbabrve
Frec State
Northern Capc
Malarvi
Zambia
Swaziland

28

l3
l8
l0
l3

3

l0
3

9

9

7

4

2

I
I

r26
258

2t6
129

166

129

121

l3
186

t25
I35
13

122

t7
22

20 l0-l
r8 583

5 371
-r 915
,l 710
4 4'19

3 202
1 ? rl

2 203
2 160
| 217

7t5
7tl
136

lll

718

| 129
300

492
362

I 483

320
914
215
210
178

179

356

136

Iu
Totals 5t2
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cluded in their orvn prot'ince In the last ring-
ing report (Sofring.\cu,s 23. 83-87) I pre-
dictcd that Northrlest Province and Wcstern
Capc rrould hcad thc list but I got the order
\\rong \\cstcrn Capc camc oul on lop in lcrms
of total numbcrs of birds rinscd mainlv be-
cause of thc thouunds of pcngfuin rehabiiitees
that had to be banded folloriing the,Apotto
Sea disastcr A glancc at the final column.
lhich gives thc average number of birds
nngcdbv cach ringcr in the rcgion. shol's that
the Northlest ringers accounted for almost
tuice as manv birds as did thcir colleagues in
tlrc Wcstcrn C:rpc trhough in rlris rcspcit thcl
l'cre still beatcn b1 Botsuana).

The provisional total of birds ringed in thc
1993-199-l ringing vear \\'as given as 66 5-15

in the last report: uith the belated submission
of more schedules. it had risen to 68 575 at
the start of compilation ofthis report. The total
for thc 1 99-l- I 99-s ]'ear. on thc basis of schcd-
ules reccived to date, is 7l 362. This repre-
scnts the highest annual total in thc histon'of
thc South Afncan Ringing Schcmc since its
inception in l9-18.

Thosc primarih responsible for this notablc
ringing cflort arc mentioned in Tablc 2. u'hich
lisls thc Top 2{t ringcrs or ringing groups.
Collcctivch' thev contributed over 610/o of
birds ringed in thc 199-l-1995 ringing vear
Manv of thosc listcd man the nctsork of nng-
ing stations in thc Northrvcst Province and
Western Capc and due to the high lo'cl of
ringing cllort thcsc slations arc contributing

Tablc 2. Top 20 ringcrs or ringing groups in thc 1 99-t- 1 995 ringing vcar

fungcrs Region Numbcr of
birds ringed

Genl'Grobler
Georgc Undcrhill
Les Underhill (Pcnguin group)
Bcnnie van den Brink
Dries Nel
Bruce Dl'er & Rob Crauford
Sam de Beer
Marion Island tcam
Norbe( Klagcs & group
Monica Poferl
Jo Johnson
Dave & Salh'Johnson
Colin Martin
HenkBouuman
TommyHall
William Scott
OlafWirminghaus
Kobie Raijmakers
Frank & Maggic Douucs
Zephnd & Hcrman Bcrnitz

Northu'est Province
Western Capc Prorincc
Westcrn Capc Province
Botsg'ana

Northrvest Pror,ince
Western Cape Province
Northrvest Province
Antarctic
Eastern Cape Provincc
Northu'est Province
Westcrn Cape Province
KrvaZulu-Natal
Wcstcrn Cape Province
Northrvest Province
Namibia
Northwest Province
Ku'fulu-Natal
Gauteng
Northrvest Province
Mpumalanga

4 900
,l 595
10'76
3 320
3 t21
2'79',7

2 678
2 596
2 559
2 553
2 105

2 009
I 8,13

I 50,1

I 415
| 278
| 262
I 199

I 163

I 155
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substantialll' to neu' knou'ledge of local move-
mcnl of manv of our commo-n birds

Thc most frequenth' ringed of such birds are
lisred in Table 3 Thc lis is similar to that ofthe
prerious 1'ear rr j th 80% of the landbi rds i n com-
mon. Thc ss'allous had a bad vear duc to the
drought in Botsuana (and funhcr south) and
have fallcn to fourth spot (see Bennie van den
Brink's rcport pp. 8 I {2). The Bronzc Mannikin

Table 3. Most-ringed birds for the pe riod Jull

is neu'to the list in lOth place. duc to the efforls
of Pietermari?burg ringcrs *ho are undertak-
ing a project on this diminutive species.

The most-ringed raptor *'ith a total of 355
individuals. including 40 chicks. is the Pale
Chanting Goshauk. Thc raptors are seldom
ringed in such numbers as to evcn approach
the Top 20 (thc PCG rr'as 25th on the list this
1'ear). so the Top l0 arc lisred in Table -1. This

199{ - June 1995

1994-95 Rank Spccies 1993-9,1 Rank Total

Landbirds
I Rcd Bishop
2 Masked Weaver
3 Capc White-el'c
,l European Su'allou
5 Cape Wcaver
6 Redbilled Quelea
7 Cape Sparrow
8 Laughing Dove
9 Blue Waxbill
10 Bronze Mannikrn
I I South African CliffSu,allou,
12 House Sparrorv
13 African Marsh Warbler
14 Blackeved Bulbul
15 CommonWaxbill
16 OliveThrush
l7 Redel'ed Bulbul
l8 Spottedbacked Weaver
19 Golden Bishop
20 Curlerv Sandpiper

Seabirds
I African Penguin
2 Cape Gannet
3 Swift Tern
4 Macaroni Pengurn
5 Wandering Albatross

Euplectes orix
Ploceus velalus
Zosterops pallidus
Hirundo rustica
Ploceus capensis

Quelea quelea
Pas.ser ntelanurus
Strcptope I i a se negolcn.s i s
Uraegi n t h u s an go I e n s i s
Spennestes cucullalus
Hirundo .spilodera
Passer donresticus
A ctoce ph al us b aeti catu s
P.ycnonotus barbatus
Estrilda ostrild
Turdus olivaceus
Pycnonotus nigricans
Ploceus cucullatus
Euplectes afer
Calidris ferruginea

Spheniscus clemersus

il{orus capensis
Sterna bergii
Eudyptes chrvsolophus
Diomedea exulans

2

3

+

I
5

6

8

7

9

ll
l5
L2

t6
t'7

20

t:

2

I
3

6 1,18

.1838

3 525
3 097
2 686
2 518
l6l9
I 343

I 320
| 20'7

816

7,t8
r+z
692
586

569

5,14

515

514
.198

5 610
4 53:t
I 831

I 700
559
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Irst scts out 1o ackno\\ledsc thc e{Forts ofthose
nns.'rs $ lro lrar cl mani kilomctrcs in thcir
effons to catch and nng polc-sitting birds of
prc\ ln Balchatri traps. Nestlings and reha-
brlltatcd or arlificiallr'-reared birds are ex-
cludcd from thc totals. but it is not aln'avs
L-\idcnt from thc schcdulcs uhcther all thc
brrds have becn causht as frcc-flline individu-
als. Somc ringers irar, mistakinli be using
agc code 2 for fullr-feathercd ncstlings (ifa
brrd is still in the nest it should bc accordcd
age code l) Some of thc totals rn Table -l
nrav conscquenlll crr on thc high side. but
ovcrall thcse figurcs do rcflcct thc amount of
ringing cflort that has bcen do'otcd to rap-
tors. Barn Orr ls and Spottcd Eaglc Ouls have
totals of 78 and 63 rcspcctivcll' tor fulll'-
gro\\'n birds. but thc nralorih of thcsc uere
of artificiall-r'-rcarcd or ichabilitatcd birds
Barn Ou ls that har c bccn artificiallv rcarcd
do not harc a good rccord of rchabilitation
(sce Table 5) unless hackcd back (allo*,ed to
fl1,free and rcturn as thcl u ish). a proccdure
that mal,take scvcral months.

Recoveries
Table 5 lists 2 I spccics that hcad thc table of
most frequcnth'rccovcrcd species during the
I 99.1- 1995 ringing vear. Five of thc top sg,e n
are inshore scabirds: thesc species have re-

coven' ratcs ranging from l.29Vofor thc Kelp
Gull up to 2,3ot'o for the Common Tcrn. 81,
contrast the passcrincs have recovery rates
ranging from lovs of 0.25%o and 0,27%o for
Cape Whitc-e1'es and Red Bishops respec-
tivell. up lo3.79yofor Rcduinged Starlings.
As our annual ringing totals increase, so do
the recovery ratcs dccrcasc because ofthe lag
betu'ecn ringing and recovery. It mav be 20

!'ears or morc bcforc some of the birds ringcd
last vcar arc rccovcrcd. Our overall rccovcn
ratc is nou doun lo 0.97o/o.

Mcanuhilc. horvocr. thc increases in nunr-
bcrs of birds rrngcd is boosting the numbcrs
o[ recoverics being rcported bv the general
public. uhich this 1'ear totallcd 552 birds of
I l5 spccics. Thcsc includcd -11 forcign-ringcd
birds. so local content uas 511. uhich is 60
birds. or 13.3%r. morc than last Iear.

Recaptures and controls
Tablc 6 lists those rinsers u'ho have so far
submittcd rctrap rccords for the 199:l-1995
ringing vear. Thc Wesvaal ringers arc grouped
undcr thcir club namc bccause it is ven' much
a nclrvork cffor1. and onc rr hich rr ill bccomc
morc and more significant as the number of
1'ears invcslcd in ringrng increases. Currentlt,
Cecilia Manson in thc eastern hishlands of

Table {. Top l0 frcc-flr'ing raptors caught in 199-1-1995 ringing vcar

Spccics Total No. of fungeru,ith highest
ringed ringcrs total ofthis spccies

Pale Chanting Goshauk
Steppe Buzzard
Blackshouldcrcd Kite

\gmy'Falcon
Jackal Buzzard
Rock Kcstrel
Grcatcr Kestrcl
Lesser Kcstrcl
Lanner Falcon
Gabar Goshauk

i\Ielierax canorus
Buleo huteo
Elonus caeruleus
Po I i h i e rax sent i torqu o tu s

Buteo rufofuscus
[;alco tinnunculus
Falco rupicoloides
]iolco naumanni
Falco biarmicus
l\ [icntnisus gabar

Abrie Maritz 99
Michael Raum 23

MichaelRaum 54

Abrie Maritz 91

Manfred Schmitt 2,1

Albert Schultz 26

Abrie Maritiz 9

Terry Robertson 19

Alan Stephenson 6

AbrieMaritz l0

315

t32
123

96

69

66

+z
J-)

25

25

l6
l5
t1

3

l0
l5
ll

5

l0
7

Safring Netv.s 21 66 I 995



Zimbabu'c is keeping the longest-
running rctrap schcme in the subcon-
tincnt going: a rcccnt erciting recap-
turc for her rvas a Stripechceked
Bulbul that *'as first rinsed in Juh'
1980 and not recapturcdsincc Au-
gust 1982. Most t'ould have as-
sumcd that thc bird had not sun'ived
for more than a couplc of 1'cars after
ringrng. but it has turned up halc and
heart-v in I 995. l3 1'ears after its last
recapture and no\\'over l 5 rcars old.
Frank Dou*'es's schcmc is also com-
ing of age nos and f iclding some
verl' u'orthuhilc data on sunival
rates ofa range ofuoodland birds.
In addition to sun'ival data tr'e are
starting 10 accruc. in thc ringing sta-
tion netu'ork areas, interesting and.
in some instances. unexpected
records of local mor,ement- and somc
not so local. Ho,rv far do Masked
Wear,ers movc? Ma1'be further than
our previous recaptures and recor'-
eries have lcd us to believe (but see
belou'!). Watch this journal in 1996
for more about local movcmcnts.

Tablc 5. Most frcqucntlv recovcrcd specics in thc
I 99.1- 1 995 ringing vcar.

Spccics no Spccies namc Totals

AfricanPenguin Spheniscus demersus
Capc Gannct ,I[orus capensis
Sn'ift Tcrn Slerna bersii
EuropcanSrvallorr lltrundori.stica
Kclp Gull Larus donrinicanu:^
Barn O*'l Tt'to albo
Common Tcrn Slerna hirundo
Spotted Eagle Ou'l Bubo africanus
Olive Thrush 'l'urdus olivaceus
Maskcd Weaver Ploceusvelalus
Red Bishop l:uplecles orix
Laughing Dove Strcptoplia senegolen.sis
BlackeredBulbul Pycnonotusbarbatus
Capc Whitc-cr e T.o.sterops pollitlu.t
White Stork Ciconia ciconia
Palc Chantrng C,ostnnk I [e I i e r ox c o n o r u s
Sandn'ich Tern Sterna sonclvicensis
Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis
Rcdn'ingedStarling On.,-chognalhus morio
Capc Sparron' Passer rnelonurus
Spottcdbacked Weaver P/oce us cucul I alus

123
91
1',7

IJ
t2
l2
ll
ll
ll
ll
l0
8
8
8
1
1
,7

7
6
t)
6

The Maskcd Weavcr actuallv holds the record
for thc longcst journo undcrtaken b1 anr
ringed African passerine. In February l98l
SAFRING reccivcd an airletter from an ad-
dress in thc Nethcrlands. It contained a flat-
tened ring, numbcr 24'7582. rcmovcd from a
bird that had bcen killed bv a cat in the tou'n
of Heemstcdc. I I kilomeires from Schipol
Intcrnational Airport. 9 020 km from Johan-
nesburg rvhcre it had been ringed at Melrose
by Messrs Henitt and Piper on 19.11.72.
Thcre u'as nothins in the letter (u'ritten in
Dutch) to suggcst lhat this \\as some sort of
elaborate hoa.r. so prcsumablv it rvas a case
of assisted passage. the bird perhaps exilcd
to Holland as a victim of the illegal trade in
wild birds. Des Hcrvitt passed away many
years ago, but Steven Piper is still very much
with us, and still ringing, though his fancies
have turned al'av from Masked Weavers to
Vulchas and Lonltailed Waggics.

Tablc 6. Ringers rcporting retraps forl99.{-5.

Name No. retraps

Pcte Bartlett
George Underhill
Onno Hu-vser
Yves Chesselct
Wesvaal group
Frank Douu'cs
Colin Martin
Dale Hanmer
Marc Herrcmans
Kobie Raijmakers
Tonv Tree
Alec & Cccilia Manson
Jo Johnson
Stuart Maclean
Geoff Lockwood
Stewart Lane

480
382
36:t
360
306
t.t l
12l
tt'7
ll,l
100
19
:13

38
34
-ll

3l
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SELECTED REcovERlEs REPORTED To for the 1994-1995 r'ear). but the purpose of
SAFRING: January 1995 - June1995 thesc half-1'earlv reports is to provide a

r B oancl ::S|:*''H'JTlL:1-",*#iJ:#H::llll:
rhis rist rcature e0 rcco'eries (incruding some :ii;gi'?t*.T:ffffi11"Tif;#t'"'.:Ul:
controls) of -l-5 spccies. Thc records u'ere or a know'n cause of dcath.
repo(ed during the pcriod January to June
1995 and includc somc rccoverics giling back ERRATA: In the pro'ious reporl (Safring l'eus
t^o Jyly 1991'. 2l of thcsc records involve 24:p.30) theag-eof a StcpircBuziard-ringcd
foreign-ringed birds. As can bc secn from in South nfrica (Rins No.7-85093) u.as"in-
Tablc5oftheringingrcporll-or199+-1995 correcllvrccordcdas'"ncstline'Thcbirdgas
(sccp 67l. scabirdsaccount lora substantial actuallr: codcd as a iurcnil-c lcss than sir
portion of annual rccovcrics (ove r 5IoZ in all. monthi of ase.

African Penguin Spheniscus demersus
S 6966 ncstling 20 lO 92 Mcrcury Is olTNamibia
Dead 0+.0l 95 Capc Ci'oss. Namibia

V 7600 immature l:1 07 87 Jutten Is. Saldanha Ba1,. W Cape
Dead 22 0l 95 Du'arskersbos. Western Cape

S I 166 I nestling 2l .0'7 .93 Robben Island. Western Cape
Drou'ned in dri[1nct

l6 03.95 Berg Rivcr Mth, Western Cape

S16986 adult 17.11.92 Robbcn Island. Wesrcrn Cape
Killed bi' predator 06.03.95 Bird Is Algoa Bay: Easrern Cape

Z 1716 adult
Dcad

22.10.85 Robbcn Island. Western Capc
10.01.95 GouritzRMth. WesternCape 111 mths

27 mths .1.18 km

90 mths 50 km

20 mths I 17 km

28 mths 730 km

328 km

25 km

I I mths 386 km

l0 mths 730 km

V095J ncstling 23.05.8-l St Croix Is. Algoa Bay, E CapeDead I 2 0-1 95 Cape Rece i[c. Eastern Cape I 3 I mths

S 12336 ncstling l0 0-1.9;t Bird Is. Algoa Ball Eastern CapeSick 05.03.95 Mosscl Bay. West'ern Cape

Sl8328nestling 11.0:1.9:l BirdIs, AlgoaBay. EasternCape
Sick 27.01.95 Sca Point. Western Cape

V 09,10 adult 0 I 03.83 Bird Is. Algoa Bay. Eastcrn Cape
Dead 19.02.95 Flat Rock, Wildcrness, W Capc l4-t mrhs 342 km

Apparcnt failure of local food supplies in Algoa Bay re-
sulted in number of penguins from Bird Island and St Croix
moving into western Cape u'aters.

King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus
H2l26adultF 07.11.87 Marionls. SouthernOcean
Control 06.12.94 Possession Is. Southern Ocean 85 mths I 068 km
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Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans
BSlllT0nestling 15.10.86 Possessionls. Southern Ocean
Control 12.02.95 Marion Is. Southern Ocean

J08471 nestJing 20.08.91 Marion Is. Southern Ocean
Longline fatalih' 23.07.9-l at sea off South Africa

f,uropean Storm Pctrel Hydrobotes pelagicus
684610 l-2 vrs 06.08 69 Foula- Shetlands. Scotland

Dead

100 mths

35 mths

I 068 km

2 -18,1km

l0 789 km

0km

196 km

208 km

I l37km

I 757 km

163,1km

I 504 km

9,165 km

9 077 km

9 420 km

I 995

specres.

Cape Gannct Morus copensis
940086juvenile 05.12.86 Mercurl' Is, offNamibia
Dead 14.05.95 Mercury Is. offNamibia

922981nestling 2'7.O3.82 Ichaboc Is. offNamibia
Killed by seal 22.02.95 at sea offNamibia.

921929 nestling 21.01.82 Possession Is. offNamibia
Dead 06.02.95 Oranjemund. Namibia

991371nestling 1,1.02.95 Bird Is, Lambert's Ba1', W Cape
Took a baited fish hook: unhooked and released

I 1.05.95 Port Edward. Kl'aZulu-Natal

995968juvenile 28.02.95 Bird Is, Algoa Ba1', Eastern Cape
Dead 07.04.95 nearHentiesBay, Namibia

996260juvenile 28.02.95 Bird Is, Algoa Bay, Eastern Capc
Dead 15.0,1.95 Inhassoro Mozambique

997447juvenile 28.02.95 Bird Is, Algoa 8a1,. Eastern Cape
Dead 05.04.95 south of Meob Bay. Namibia

24.12.94 Schoenmakerskop, Eastern Cape 305 mths

A respectable record of longevitv for this small pelagic

l0l mths

155 mths

157 mths

3 mths

2 mths

2 mths

2 mths

8 mths

The latter four records shou' horv far 1.oung gannets can
disperse in a few months in search of food.

White Stork Ciconia ciconis
KA 3,155 nestling 0'7.0'7.91 Domnitzsch, Sachsen, Germanl'
Dead 20.03.95 EurekaFarm, Eastern Cape

3285 nestling 28.06.91 Rumsai, Silute, Lithuania
Killedby hail 29.01.95 Suikerboschfontcin, Mpumalanga 7 mths

2619 nestling 20.06.91 Mokiai. Silute, Lithuania
Killed by unknorvn predator

08.05.95 Peak Mew Farm. KwaZulu-Natal I I mths
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Secrrtarybir d S a gitta riu s serpentafius
992109 nestling 23.11.91 Swarthoek. Northern Cape
Sick 26.02.95 Jan Kempdorp. No(hern Cape

Cape Griffon G.1'ps coprotheres
G16899 nestling l5 09.91 Collqu'obbles, Idufrl'a Dis. E Cape

Droq'ned in rescn'oir
07.01 9.5 Hove Farm, Eastern Cape

Greater Kcstrel Falco ru picoloides
5H014:11 immaturc 08 02.9-l Zutdzande,Northcrn Cape
Drou'ned in rescn'oir

29 01.95 Hcndriksr,'ille. Western Cape

A venerable age for a cmt. especialll'as it *'as ringed as
an adult.

African Bf ack 01 stercatcher llaematopus moquini
651123 nestling 0:t 03.87 De Hoop Nat Res, W Capc
Dead 27.01.95 Dic Mond. Westcrn Cape

African Wattfcd Plover Vonellus senegollus
523048 adult F 07.01.73 near Lake Mcllu'aine. Zimbabrve

Dead. Took baitcd fish hook
20.08.9,1 Lake Chivero. Zimbabrve

Longcrested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis
98,1505 l-2 r'rs 20.03.93 nearRoschaugen. Mpumalanga

Road casualtl 13.0-1.95 nearBambi. Mpumalanga 25 mths

Steppe Buzzard Buteo butco
78270-l adult 08 0l 90 Rus de Winter. Warmbad Dis. N Prov

Road casualtv 18.03.95 Bankplaaspad. Mpumalanga 62 mths

Pafe Chanting Goshawk Meliera-x canorus
8-13670 nestling 30.10.93 Kalahari Gemsbok N P N Cape

Drowned in rcsenoir
I l.0l .95 Hudab Farm. Namibia

8,19340 adult F 12.03.9-l Kompas. Northcrn Cape
Dead. Collidcd n'ith game fcnce

Ort 06.95 near Kuruman. Norlhern Cape

Redknobbcd Coot Fulica crigata
718l73 adult 26.01.71 BarbcrspanN& NWProvince
Dcad 05.02.95 Groenfontcin. Free State

3 mths 2-19 km

40 mths 129 km

12 mths 187 km

.19 km

93 krn

15 mths 2ll km

l5 mths 9.4 km

286 mths 419 km

95 mths 3km

259 mths 3km
This bird u'as found dead with fishing line hanging out of
its beak and fish hook embeddcd in its stomach. One rvon-
dcrs hou'much longer it might have lived but for this un-
natural death. It is nevertheless the oldest ofits spccies on
record.
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Curlew Sandpiper Culidris ferruginea
BCl8898 adult 10.03.91 Langebaan Beachroost. W Cape
Control 10.03.95 Srvakop salt$'orks. Namibia :18 mths

Knot Calidris canutus
425131jur,enile 30.12.13 Langcbaan Beachroost. W Cape

Shot for sport 22.05.95 Ba1'of Cadiz, Spain 257 mths

2-13 mths

6 mths

3 mths

7 mths

6 mths

1215 km

8 133 km

0km

9 188 km

17 km

59-1km

17 km

l7 km

ll km

13 km

229km

l0 152 km

l0 070 km

I 995

This must bethe oldcst Knot recorded. and must have flourr
ovcr a third ofa million kilomefres on misration in ils lifctimc.

Watcr Dikkop lJurhin u s verm icu latu s
5218,10 adult 2'7 .06.'7 5 near Lakc Mcllu'aine, Zimbabu c
Dcad 15.11.9+ LakeChrvero.Zimbabwe

Arctic Skua Slercor o r i u s p a ra siticu s
T69-l-ll ncstling 03.07.9+ Korppoo Korpo. Finland
Dead 03.01.95 Vineta, Sl'akopmund. Namibia

Kef p Gulf Larus dominiconus
Kll5l5 nestling 1.1.11.89 Redhouse, Port Elizabeth. E Cape
Shot 23.05.95 Port Elizabeth airport. E Cape 66 mths

Kl,t-136 ncstling l:1.11.94 Redhousc. Port Elizabeth. E Capc
Entanglcd in fislung linc & released

2L02.95 Hibberdene. KrvaZulu-Natal 3 mths

Harllaub's Gull Larus hortlaubii
560803 nestling 21.05.'15 Robben lsland, Westcrn Cape
Dead 21.03.95 Black River Western Capc 238 mths

561,118 ncstling 11.06.'75 Robben Island. Western Cape
Dead 20.05.95 Liesbcck River Western Cape 239 mths

5631'79 nestling 15.05.76 Robben Island. Western Cape
Dead 13.03.95 Milnerton Bcach, Western Cape 226 mths

5Tl0l9nestling 21.05.81 Robbcn Island. Wcstern Cape
31.01.95 Cape Torvn area, Westcrn Capc l6,l mths

Caspian Tcrn Hydroprogne caspia
661819 nestling 22.02.95 Bird Is, St Lucia. KrvaZulu-Natal
Dead 15.05.95 Maputo Bal', Mozambique

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
A 3160 nestling 19.06.9{ Lake Engorcs. Lan'ia
Dead 16.01.95 KnysnaEstuary WesternCapc

7296185 nestling 16.06.9+ Lendekilen. Mandal. Noru'ay'
Dead 15.12.91 Lambert's Bay: Western Cape
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AT125997 jw'cnilc 0:l 07 93 Vehkalahti. Kvmi. Finland
Dead 15.01.95 Lambert's Ba1', Western Cape

4T99769 juvenile 28 06 88 Tampcre, Tammerfors, Finland
Dead 26 01.95 Gordon's Bay. Western Cape

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
5T82617 nestling I1.06.9-l Zebrugge,Bclgium
Dead l+ 01.95 BuJfclsbaai. Western Cape

DR6-t-180 nestling 23.06.91 Wexford. Eire
Dead 23.02.95 lJrngazi. Eastern Capc

DR72606 ncstling 23.06.80 Jackdaw'Is, Down. N Ireland
Dead I l. 12.9,1 Su'akop saltu'orks. Namibia

XS I l70l nestling 09 06.80 Farne Is. Northumbcrland. England
Skelcton 15. 12.9+ Hondcklip Bar., Northcrn Capi

Swift Tern Sternu bergii
5T/ l0? nestJing 05 0:1.86 Marcus Is. Saldanha. Cape
Dead 12.01 95 Umdloti.Kri'aZulu-Natal

588501 ncstling 07.0.1.93 Dassen Is. Cape West Coast
Dcad 03.01 95 BriehtonBcach. Ku,aZulu-Natal
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Spotted Eagle Onl Bufio africanus
850501 lstvear 03.02.95 AbcBaileyNR, Carletonville, Gauteng
Dead 29.04.95 east of Ventcrsdorp. N W Provincc - 3 mths

Littlc Su ift Apus uflinis
E !?5i8 fieefl1.ing 02.09.89 Lynnu'ood Glen. Pretoria, Gaurcng

Weak. subsequent fate unknorvn
19.02.95 Lrnnu,ood. Northem Province 66 mths

Alpine Sv'ift Apus melba
464127 nestling 25.02.92 Bloemfontcin. Free State
Weak. subscqucntlv died

17.10.91 Bloemfontein. Free State

European Swallow Hirundo rusica
4D62866 lstl'ear 18.01.9:l Boteti River near Maun, Botsu,ana
Control 17.09.94 Fenckpuszla,Zala,Hungary

AD240l7 llee fl-ling I 3.0 1.93 Pretoria. Gauteng
Sitting on eggs 16.06.95 Kurski region. llkraine

J753813 adult M 28.07 .91 lcklesham. Sussex, England
02.01.95 Kou'ie River Eastern Cape

32 mths

8 mths

29 mths

6 mths

22km

2km

0km

7 471 km

9 178 km

9 741 km
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J802059 imnnfure 21.09.94 Icklcsham, Susscx, England
Dead, collided u ith building

2'7.12.91 Joubeninia. Eastern Cape

1316791 2nd 1'r F 21.08.9-l nr Penmaenpool, Gw"vnedd. Walcs
Nearly dro*'ncd 12.12.91 Heriot Farm. North*'est Prorince

Ji 15367 immature 1,1.08.9{ Greater Manchestcr. England
Dead 26.12.91 Woo$'Capc. Eastcrn Cape

135117 | imnralurc 23.08.93 Flcctuood. Lancashirc. England
25.12.91 Geelhoutbos R M1h. Eastern Capc

8399{2-ljurcnilc 05.09.9.1 Colbr. Isle of Man. England
Control 26.02.95 Prozes$'N R. N W Province

C720951 adult 30.08.9-l Wakeficld. W Yorkshire. England
Control 02.0-1.95 Prozeskl N R Northn'est Provincc

Cape Buf bul 4,cnonolus capensis
BD06-t78jur,'enilc 16.02.93 Betty''s 8a1,. Western Capc.

Road casrr"alrr' 2'7 .05.95 Bett\''s Bal,. Wcstern Capc

Redel cd Bulbul h'cn on otu s n igrican s
8808363 adult 2'7.12.92 Oranjemund. Namibia

Stunncd. collidcd uith u'indou'
09.02.95 Oranjenund. Namibia

Bfackel'ed BulhuI aa cnonotus barbatus
BB98993 adult 14.03.92 Mclrrllc Koppies. Jhb. Gautcng
Dead 0:1.03.95 Melville, Jhb. Gautcns

Ofivc Thrush Turdus olivaceus
463193 adult 05.10.91 Botanic Gdns. Pretoria. Gauteng
Shot 15.02.95 Silverton. Gauteng

,1A0,tl53adult 13.05.94 Middelburg.Mpumalanga
Killcdbl'dog 14.08.9,1 Middelburg.Mpumalanga

A02-153 adult 12.03.93 Stonchenge, North$'est Province
Dead 31.05.95 Stonehenge, Northrvest Province

Cape Wagtail Motocilla capensis
BC422l I adult 15.03.94 nearHillvierv Station" Gautcng
Dead 06.05.95 Primrose. Gauleng

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris
463752 juvenile l'1.12.92 Rondevlei, Retrcat. Westcrn Capc

Weak, subsequent fate unknown
20.0{.95 Pollsmoor. Wcstern Cape

3 mths 9 690 km

-l mths 9 255 knr

,l mths l0 092 knr

l6 mths l0 ll0 km

6 mths 9.193 km

8 mths 9 352km

27 mths 0 knr

26 mths 0 km

36 mths 0 km

"10 mths 3 knr

3 mths 0 km

27 mths 0 km

l.t mths {km

6km

1 995Safring l{ev'.s 21 I;t

28 mths



Rcdwin ged Starl i n g l')ny c hogn ath u s morio
D10202 ncstling 21 11.92 Fish Hoek. Wcstcrn Capc
Killcd bi'cat 02- 02.95 Fish Hoek. Western Capc

Maf achite Sunbird Nectarinia fomosa
AD20+53 adult M 29 03.95 Olifantsbos. Cape Good Hopc N R

Control 08 05.95 Pringle Bar. Western Cape

Lesse r Doublecollarcd Sunbird Nectarinia chalybea
X89ttOl juvcnilc F 2{ l0 9+ Bettl"s Bar. Western Capc
Control 08 05 95 Pringlc Bai. Wcstern Cape

27 mths

2 mths

7 mths

0km

-11 km

l-l km

0km
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0km

0km

0km
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52 km
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Cape Wh ite-E ;- c Z o st er o p s p a I I i d u s
AD9l633 adult 0-105.95 Mclkbosstrand. Wcstcrn Capc

Road casu.altl, 17.06.95 Mclkbosstrand. Westcrn Capc

These tu o controls be ar u itness to thc c\trcnt of movcments
undertakcn bv sunbirds in search of ncctar. It is unlikclr
that thc Mala6hite Sunbird took thc direct routc from Cap-e
Point across False Ba1: it lould have travcllcd not lsss
than 1 50 km to reach Prinelc Bav over land.

I mths

AD387-tl adult l0 Oti 9-l Rondevlei. Retrcat. Wcstcrn Caoe
Road casultr' 05.02.95 Zcckoo'lci. \\rcstcrn Capc 6 mths

Capc Sparrow Passer melanurus
BC20l5-l adult M 12.09.91 Anrsbcrg Nat Res. Western Cape

Dead. collidcd n'ith lindotv
08.06.95 Anvsberg Nat Res. Wcstcrn Capc ,15 mths

Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis
BC4l826 adult F 03.0,1.9+ Klaasvoogdts, Robertson Dis. W Cape

Killed b1' cat 26.06.95 The Hoop. Robertson Dis. WCape l5 mths

CV05187 adult M 03.01.9-l Klaas.oogdts, Robcrtson Dis. W Capc
Killed by cat 26.06.95 The Hoop, Robcrtson Dis. W Capc l5 mths

A sad case of a pair of both birds bcing caught bi'the same
predator.

Masked Weayer Ploceus velatus
F308,t"1 adult M 30.03.91 Madzidzi Bar'. Malaui

Control 10.01.95 Monkey Ba1'. Malau'i -16 mths

27 mths
BD08716 adult 22.11.92 Heatherdale, Gautcng
Dead 13.02.95 Ninapark. Pta. Gauteng

8D08703 adult F ll.ll.92 OPM Prozesla, N R. N W Provincc
Sick, subsequcntlv died

10.0-5.95 Klipplaatdrift, No(hu'cst Provincc 30 mths
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8C23226 adult F 01.08 93 Ficksbure. Frec Stare
Killcd br cat I -1.0 I 95 Ficksburg. Frec Statc

Redhif lcd Quclca Quelea quelea
AD66{69 adult F l7 01 91 Vcntersdorp Dis. N W Pror incc

Dclibcratelr- poi soned bv acrial spravi ng
12.01 95 near Tuinplaas. Northern Prorincc

AD857l4 adult F 20.0t1 91 Ventersdorp Dis. N W Pror.ince
Dclibcratelv poisoncd br, acrial spral ing

18.01 .95 near Tuinplaas. Northern Provincc

Stripebreastcd Scedcater Serinus reichardi
AB8tt5"l8 adult F -10.06 90 Ngapani. Mala$ i
Control I1.0+.95 Ngapani. Malaui

Pintailctl Whvdah Viduu mucroura
ACl7803 aduit f' 25.06.91 Rondcbult Bird Sanctuan. Gaulcns
Killcd br cat 07 0l 9-5 Alberton. Gaulcng

EUROPEAN MARSH WARBLERS ON
THE CAPE PENINSULA

Mikc Fraser & Liz McMahon

Sandbank.s, Kenntuir Steps, (ilettcairn 7995

Wth Dau re de Su'ardt harine takcn thc com-
mcnd.lblr bold st.-p otinitiating thc SAFRINC
truth commission and conlcssins that his
Karoo Chrrls ('ercotncla .s<htcgeli 1\erc ac-
tualli Whitethroats 5\.'/r'ia comnrunis
(Dc Suardt 1993). rvc report hcre thc mis-
taken identifi'of Europcan Marsh Warblers
AcrocephaIus paIu.slris in the southu'estern
Cape. As extra-limital records and an intcr-
esting turn ofevents in thc use ofringrng data,
we uould have reportcd this event in due
coursc an\rvar' (honest. m'lud).

Oneachof 3l Januaryand I Fcbruary,l992.
we mistne ttcd a small .lcrocepholu-s *arblcr
while targcting Mdachite Sunbirds,\'ectarirla
farnosa at a patch o[florrering Wild Dagga
Le o n o I u.t I e o rt o ru s at Ol i lantsbos (3,1' I 6' S.

Safring -\eys fJ

l7 mths 0km

9 mths 297 km

5 mths 297 kn

-58 mths 0km

{-l mths 13 knr

18"23'E) in thc Capc of Good Hopc Naturc
Rescn'e. The rescn e lisl. sonrolhal surpris-
inglr'. cannol boast African Marsh Warblcr
,1 . boeticatu.s. bul as it is a common cnough
bird in suilablc habitat clscnhcre on rhe Pc-
ninsula ue assumcd that our birds ucre this
spccics. Without scrutinising thcm to anr dc-
grce bo'ond basic measuremcnls and scoring
moult. thcrcforc. s c rinscd and rclcascd thcnr
and dulv cclcbraled an iddition to our "patch"
list. Thc lact that thc birds u ere relatir clr laree
and in hearr moult should. hou evcr. hirve it
alarmbells nnging as the diminulivc African
Marsh Waftlcr docs not moult in Sotrth Alrica
but at its ccntral African u'intering grounds.
Blissful in our ignorancc. hou'ever. n'c duti-
fulh complctcd our ringing schcdulcs and
moult cards and submittcd thcm to SAFRING.

ln duc course thc cards u'erc fonrardcd br
SAFRING to J M lt (Kobic) Raiinrakcrs uho
uas sludr ing moult in nrigrant irarblcrs. Hc
took one look at thc dctails ofour birds and
contaclcd us suggcsting. r'cn gentlcmanh'.
that thc Olilantsbos birds rvcre. in fact. Euro-
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