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This is the third update on the status of
the Moult Card Scheme organised
jointly by the Southern African
Ornithological Society (which has rhe
cards printed) and the Avian
Denrography Unit (ADU) where the
.nrds arc i:s ed. rr.crrcJ a d irrralerj.

Previous updates on the scheme were
given in 1987 (Safring News 16: 2) and
1990 (Safing Neu.r 19: 39-41). On
31.05.87 there were 2 499 cards lor a
total of273 species. By 30.06.90 there
$er, ,1 010 iards for .180 sprcie.. fhis
report concerns thc status of the scheme
at 10.06.93 when the card total hau
reached 9 666 and the species total 432.
Table I shows that although two thirds
of the species havc less than l0 cards
(108 specics have only one card each),
increasing numbers ot' species are more

Table 2 lists the species with 3 figure
card totals.

Major contributions over the last three
years have been George Underhill,
MiLc and Liz Fra,er and Roy Earle.
with back dated cards completed from
old field sheets/notebooks, all of ringed
birds. Richard Brooke is the most
tiequent cont butor with cards
submitted fron road casualties and
beached birds. Kobic Raijmakers and
Dawie de Swardt have also made
substantial contributions. whilst othcr
ringers submissions have all
contribuled to the conmendable
increase in both the total of cards and
nrrrrrb(r ol spc. ies r.pre.cnteJ. lt i.
desirable that cards be subrnitted frorrr
as many localities within a specjes
range as possible, so ringers should not
ignore, fbr exanrplc, the Malachite
Sunbird sinrply because it currently
heads the list for the species with the
tlrost cards: nearly all cards for thrs
widespreacl species have been submitted
from the southwcstern Cape.con4rrehcnsively represented.

TABLE l Numbers of moult cards per species

No. cards

per species June 1990

Number of species with this many cards

Percentage June 1993 Percentage

l9
r0 .19

50 99

>99

75.3

20.8

3,9

t.0

)92

93

30

l7

6'7 .6

7.0

3,9

286

'/9

11

1

Totrls 100.0

Safring Nev's 22
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15

100,0 132

1993



There are other species, regularly
handled by ringers as free-flying birds.
for which the collection contains
surprisingly few cards or none at all.
Table 3 lisls 20 of these and nray
contain surprises for so e. Catching
circumstances and handling risks (to
handlers) can singly or in combination,
leave ringers with little time or

inclination to take moult scores and
thcsc factors could be responsible for
the pre\ence of \orne spe!ie\ in thi\
table. It is also possible that sonre
species are so comnlon. or held in such
low erteem by ringers a. to be tholrphl
undesening of more a(lention rhan i5
needed to fit rings to legs. One hopes
that this is not the case.

TABLE 2. Species with 100 or more moult cards

Spccics No. of cards

Malachite Sunbird

Cape Sugarbird

Laughing Dove

Lesser Doublecollarcd Sunbird

Cape White eye

Redheaded Finch

Brownthroated Martin

Cape Bulbul

Olive Sunbird

Speckled Mousebird

Cape Cormorant

Yellownosed Albatross

Bluebilled Firefinch

Conrmon Tern

European Swallow

Capc Weaver

Bronze Mannikin

Nectaritlia fanosa

Pronerops cafer

Streptope lia senegalensis

Nectarinia chalybea

Zosterops pa[[idus

A m a d i n a e r )- t h rc c e p h a I a

Riparia paludicola

P)'cnonotus capensis

Nectarinia olivacea

Colius striatus

PhaIacrocorar capensis

D iomed ea c h I oror hync hos

Lagonosticta tubricata

Ploceus capensis

Spermestes cucullatus

758

592

439

344

334

265

251

227

l9'1

i84

146

145

t3l

125

8

11'7

r 1'/
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TABLE 3. Species commonly ringed in 1991-1992 with few or no cards

Species Total (full grown)
ringed l99l 1992

Total moult
cards

Yellow Wagtail

African Marsh Warbler

Ruff

Paradise Whydah

Cape Reed Warbler

Litte Stint

RedbiJled Quelea

South African Cliff Swallow

Redcollared Widow

Jarneson's firefinch

Miombo Doublecollared Sunbird

Larklike Bunting

Whitebacked VLrlture

Scalyfeathered Finch

Chestnut vented Titbabbler

Streakyheaded Seedeater

Thickbilled Weaver

Blackchested Prinia

Whitebrowed Sparrow Weaver

Scarletchested Sunbird

3'72

354

311

268

242

222

209

194

t-/'7

t52

130

128

t21

tll
r14

112

95

92

91

85

Totals
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TABLE 3. Species commonly ringed in 1991-1992 with few or no cards

Species Total (full grown)
ringed 1991-1992

Total moult
cards

Yellow Wagtail

African Marsh Warbler

Ruff

Paradise Whydah

Cape Reed Warbler

Litte Srint

Redbilled Quelea

South African Cliff Swallow

Redcollared Widow

Jameson's firel'inch

Miombo Doublecollared Sunbird

Larklike Bunting

Whitebacked Vulture

Scalyfeathered Finch

Chestnut vented Titbabbler

Streakyheaded Seedeater

Thickbilled Weaver

Blackchested Prinia

Whitebrowed Sparrow Weaver

Scarletchested Sunbird

3',72

354

317

268

242

222

209

194

177

t52

130

128

12r

n'7

|4
t12

95

92

9l

85

Totals
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The Avian Demography Unit now has
the card totals fbr each species
conrputerised and lionr July 1993 it will
be possible to conpile annual totals of
cards submitted.

It is also pleasing to be able to report
that good use is being rrade of the
cards. Species for which moult details
have beer publisheci since thc last repo
include:

Furopean Sta rling Stutnu: Lulgan'
(Cooper & Undcrhill l99l Osrrlc,
62. l'/).

Willow Warbler P14lloscopus trocltilLrs
(Underhill er al. 1992. lbis 134:
286 297) lsee revierv on p. 38].

Gurney's Sugarbird Pronlerops gurne\i
(De Swardt 1992. Ostrich 63. 13

20).
Redheaded Finch Amaditla enthro

c?p&a/a (Raijnakers 1992- Saf ittg
News 2l: 3-6).

Redwinged Starllag Ontcltogtntltus
Drio (O^tley & Fraser 1992.

So.fting News 2l: 43 19)-

Any ringer who wishes to have access
to moult cards for any spccies should
contact the Project Coordinator of
SAFRING. There are now useful
computer programs specifically
designed lbr mouli analysis and the staff
of the Avian Demography Unit are
ready to assist any ringers who wish to
analyse moult data for any species.
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