
The Editor
Safring News

Dear Sir,

In your Editoriat (Safring News 18: 1) you complain that ringers
have not commented on Warr"/ick Tarboton's article (Safring News
17z 77-78). I cannot comment directly on Tarboton's remarks
about the "Great White Hunter Syndrome", as my copy of that
issue is in storage, but I can say that the intense sense of
expectation about six times a day, as I emerge from the house to
^^ 7^'1n^ *ha na*o means that I do not ra.rrv mind omn+rr nels or
nets filled with Red Bishops Eup-Zectes orix (or some such trash
bird); there is always the hope of finding someLhing nice next
time. I am interested in the data obtained from trapped birds,
but the excitement of the hunt is at least 50? of my reason for
mistnetting, even if some of the trapped stuff is not avian.

You also wish for ringing anecdotes: I cannot compete with the
person who caught an automobile as I have never hreen silly
enough to set my nets where such things disport. On the odd
occasions when we held Landrover Trials in the garden, the nets
were dismantled and placed in a safe place; it was incredible
where some of our friends'vehicles ended up. I did catch a
biggish tractor ( with attached mower ) twice ( the same one,
indicating that these things do not adhere to the adage'once
caught, twj-ce shy') and I did once watch in fascinated horror
as a hand-pushed mower. traveLling parallel to and 0,5 m from a
new net, collected a billowing fold at one end, ripped the net
from one end to the other and then attacked the steel peg
holding a guy rope. The peg coutd, after much tabour, be
straightened and the deep gouges along its length did not impair
its usefulness, but the blades of the rotary mower were never
the same again; we kept finding bits of them on the lawn for
months afterwards.

The capture of mechanical objects is less interesting than that
of animate creatures. Cattle are well known to cause alarm and
despondency among ringers and I have had my fair (unfair?) share
of them galumphing about, draped in various quantities of
expensive net, but it is possible that dogs are not commonty
caught. Silver. a fairly smalI bitch, was once found
cornpletely entangled. Somehow she had 'fallenr into the bottom
pocket and had twisted and turned to such good effect that the
centraL third of the pocket had to be cut out before she could
be freed and disentangl-ing an anguished dog can read to wounds
far greater than those produced by barbets. The neighbour's
Great Dane was more or less b1ind, so could be forgiven for
crashing through the end of a net, removing a fair chunk of it,
but his next effort was disastrous. He very carefully stepped
into the bottom pocket, toppled over and wound hj,s ]egs up in
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the sh€ -t srrrng of the next oocket. so th:t ne resembled a (lead
Iion being b:ought home hanging from d p,-,-e. He was roc heavy
to 11ft and was in considerabre pailt irom the shelf strir,qs
cutting into his flesh, so i hat, be{.ore :cissors could Le

- --'re net haci liSinteoraterl F^rtrnrf6lv thisvvLsrrrYg, ttlc clrLr
epj-sode did persuacie Juno that it was inadvj-sable for him to do
the rounds with me.

The inadvertent capture of bats can cause problems, F-i:.,1 3
couple cf - jcasions when a :let hal oeen .ief t open af ier Ca:,: _:.:
insecti.vorous bats caught, I aiways closed ,r before dus:: eynr:
if it d.id mean not catchrnE hurti:-.q r),i :r-t-ers ), but tfieri I
discovered thal: ?n cool , damS;, crver:casi_ ,,:aJs the Epauj;r!ed
Fruit Bats Episcopus ,?.-nor w€re Likery rr: i.ii . To be f acei by
7 - 8 cf these bi=_::.;h creatures i;na Ies r:! . .1 wi:-rg spalr -.. .)ver
O,6 rn) with concomitan?-Iy lJ:?e teeti, was i:3Jnting. ll:r.taily
I tr:ed to hold a bat by the scruff of rts rreck, so as : -- J'crd
the teeth, but they can tur:^. round rns:de their skin dril, s:nc'.
the neck hold was presunably parnfui, tf,ey bri twicc .r:- r;ard.
One day a mother, with baby cl.asped i:o her belj-y, was .ar::jnt " f
lifted baby off and hur^g it frcn a 'spare' finge:. I1u:
swivelled round and iicKed ine, so I i-rooked her feet to another
finger and managed to remove the net one-hande,j, i,-i-,hcJt any
kicking, screaming or biting; it is an .:dd sensa::.in cc be
Iicked while taking things out cf mistnets. Lforjnlr r-hat the
method worke.j equa]ly well with:nseativorous bats r;j.ich -lIso
l-ick), so this became my method of deat-lng wii:h ail these
intelLigent creatures, although there were one or rivc) occaslcns
when it was a toss-up as to wherher or not one woul,l bire beiore
realising that I was trying to hel-p it.

Rats and mice do not seem to behave well under adverse
conditions. Just how they managed to get into a net set a metre
off the ground I do not know, but when they did, it was the neck
hold or nothing and, naturally, I ended up with weIl-chewed
fingers, as I have no desire to cut the net untess it is
absolutely essentiat. Bumble bees are a different matter;
alive they sting and, if left to die, wil] tangle and chew a net
to such good effect that overnight a square metre or more may be
damaged, so when one of those pretty little dears gets into a
net, it i.s always'rush home for the scissors and rel.ease chop
chop' .

Mrs Dale B Hanmer, P O Box 3076, Paulington, MUTARE. Zinbabwe
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