
UPDATE ON S.A.O.S. MOULT CARD SCHEME

When last reported on (Safring News 16: 2 l9B7), the Moult Card
Scheme, which is jointly organised by the Southern African
OrnithologicaJ- Society and SAFRING, boasted a total of 2 499
cards covering 273 species, of whjch I38 were non-casserjnes.
That was the status of the card cottection at the end of Mav
t987 .

By the end of Decenber 1989 aI1 cards received had been sorted
and filed in SAFRING's species code (old Roberts no.) order, and
the coll-ectlon contained 3 894 cards covering 366 species. By
June 30 1990, there vrere 4 040 cards for 380 species.

For 752 of species there are less than 1O cards ( Tab-te f ) .There are 15 species lvith 50 or more cards (TabIe 2 overleaf).
A substantial number of cards have been compiled fronexamination of museum skins, road kitl-s and beached birds.Most of these have been contributed by Richard Brooke and makeup over half of the coll-ection. From ringed birds Alec Mansonhas contributed over B0O cards, and Chris Hines and Daw.ie deSwardt have also each submitted a few hundred cards. Every
contribution is valuable and thanks are due to all those thathave taken time to fi-I1 in moult cards from their records.

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF MOULT CARDS PER SPECIES

NUMBER OF
CARDS

1-9

LO-49

s0-99

100-499

NUMBER CF
SPECI ES

286

39



TABLE 2

SPECIES TVITH 50 OR MORE CARDS

SPECI ES

CAPE CORMORANT

SUBANTARCTIC SKUA

LAUGHING DOVE

EUROPEAN SWIFT

AFRICAN SWIFT

LITTLE SWIFT

AFRICAN PAI,M SI"IIFT

EUROPEAN SWALLOW

GURNEY ' S SUGARBIRD

YELLOW-BELLIED SUNBIRD

OLIVE SUNBIRD

CAPE SPARROW

CAPE WEAVER

BLUE-BILLED FIREFINCH

COMMON WAXBILL

NUMBER OF
CARDS

B3

97

55

5B

o4

72

72

5U

B1

193

70

5b

110

6B

40



TABLE 3

SPECIES GROUPS V,IITH FEL,I OR NO CARDS

SPECIES GROUP

VUI,TURES

CRANES

COURSERS

PARROTS

LOURIES

ROLLERS

HOOPOES AND I.JOODHOOPES

HORNBILLS

I,IOODPECKERS

LARKS

CROWS

T ITS

THRUSHES AND ROCK TI]RUSHES

CHATS AND VJHEATEARS

PIPITS

LONGCLAWS

o

0

2

0

I

I

2

2

4

1B

o

0

7

B

2

0

The infl-ovr of cards from ringers has dwindled somewhat so
norhanq thi < rcnort \.Ji11 rekjndle awareness of the schenle.
Table 3 shows the grolrps for which there are few or no cards.
Many comprise species which are seldom caught by ri:rgers, bul
there are some unexpected groups like tits and thrushes which
^^^- +^ L-,.^ r-r-^rw e.reancd thc aftenLion of moult SCrulineerS.svvrrr LU YEfi c-)Lsvs

Mouft cards are availabte, free of charge, from SAFRING.
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