
CAPE WEAT/5;' T^.IVEMENTS IN THE SOIJTHWESTEEN CAPE

M. W. Frase::, ai, ij. UI:derh-ii1, L. Mcllithoil

I,t the sor-tthwestern cape the cape weaver Pfoceus capen-gis is ;ln
ebunoant resident and local nigrant ( HockeY eL: a l ' l"E{i9 ) '
outside the bree(li!:g seascn (iutle to fjc'vernbef ) i.E j.; absent from
nestl.g cc)lonies. The moverr€hts of th* blrds are cf inter€lst
as :f e speci. i is co:-iside ted t. be an rqricu]tulaL pest
{ FlI.l"-"a.---, .,9?3 ) a|iC control measures aie enforced in an att'-mpt
to I i::.::r: ;r: the rumber cf bi-r'ds an.l prevent danaoe !." crops '
parlici.;:nl.1y !af t f ruj_ts such a*q j:irpe:l i,i.'lrvisi nrial Htlyl i9Bt ).
t+* prfrsstt hr.:..; ih{) reEuiLs r)': r'ir.''l-i r;; Cap:'r '^'i i.'/'-:l-:i in i:he
sruL..l,r,.e:1er:i-r i'ape. ihis rtr.i:q: i.:,, ilt-arrde{! ao rtrajcato i:he

!,t.ti)::-tiallY ':ii,'r--ui :rrf::ri'natiol-i -'^itri;:: :.. )e da::ive:' -'r.nj ;irqrng
i 

""r';rn,tr'r 
spe:1:s. The approprj.atene ":l ;: i:rastner' j'r\q :lri a lra:hod

of ii*st cont:.-)i' is also dj.scussr.:tf "

14!lTHrll-l s

Cape Weavers l.Jere nistnetted ani1 ringed at 1r:ites in rhe
sJu'.:rilestern cape ( indicated by the solid slrmbo' s rn Fig' i
over'!eaf). Table I (page 19) Ilsts these sites and details
the nurnbers of weavers rl,nged at Kraaifontein ( a single visit in
Ig72\. Bottelary (L972-I973), Firgrove,/Faure (I972'L978),
Betty's Bay (f982 tc the present), Paarl (a single visit in
1987). Kirstenbosch (1985-1985) and at nine other localities
(198,1 to the present). Cape Weavers were a target specaes at
Betty's Bay where birds are intercepted on their way to and from
a reedbed roost 4 km west of the ringing site. Elsewhere'
weavers r.rere incidental captures in the course of routine
mi,stnetting. Recoveries lnclude blrds reported from rlnging
sites by persons other than the ringer; controls are blrds
recaptured more than 5 km from the orlginaL ringing site and
then reieased. The perlod 1972 - June 199O is covered in this
report. Although we are aware that Cape Weavers have been
ringed in the southwestern Cape by other ringers before and
during our study period, we have restricted the anarysis to our
birds because of the preliminary nature of this report and,
not 1east, the difficulties involved in tracking down far-
flung data. rf thls note encourages other rlngers to analyse
theii own results and compare them (preferably in print) with
ours, then so much the better.

We have ringed 2

soutfrwestern CaPe.
onwards. Table l-

these sites, and the
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

4LL Cape Weavers at l-5 sites in the
The majority (85*) were ringed from 1986

details the numbers of weavers ringed at
number and percentage of birds recovered.
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FIGURE 1

CAPTURE (CLOSED SYMBOLS) AND RECOVERY (OPEN SYMBOLS) S]TES
CAPE WEAVERS PLOCEUS CAPENSTS RINGED IN THE SOUTHWESTERN CAPEOF
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TABLE 1

I.iEAVERS FLO.:'EUS CAFEIJSfS RINGED
IN TIiE SOUTHI.IESTEFiN CAPE

LOC A'I ] ON
AND CO-ORDINATES I RlNGED I RECOVERED

It;- - ---: ---'
i No.-l- 

* 
*o

798

29

ZIJ

i5l

9!i

195

19J

t

2

\5

4A')

3i

6

tsetly 's Bay
34 21S, 18 58E

OLrfantsbos, Cape of Good Hope
Nar-ure Reserve (CGHNR )

34 165, 78 2i5

Glencarrn
J4 UgS, Ia :58

Rondevler Brrd Sanctuary
34 04s, 18.i0E

Strandfontern
34 05S, 18 J1E

Frrgrove
34 OJs, rg 478

Helderberg Nature Reserve,
Sonerset iles*. . :14 OJS, 18 52E

Krrstenbosch Botanlc Gardens
33 59S, L8 26E

Jonkershoek Forestry Research
Centre, Stei Ienbosch
r3 58S, 18 56E

Protea Herghts, SteI lenbosch
33 54S, 18 498

tlurbanvill-e Nature Reserve
33 5OS, 1b 3BE

Kraalfontern
33 50S, 18 4JL'

Paarl Wr. l.dfIower Garden
-j3 40S, 18 588

Phlladelphra
33 41S, 18 368

Bottelary
J3 08S 18 058 (1,0)

i
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Sites vJhicir sltoH nroh .:ti rhes ol ue.lvl:rs ( table t ) ref lect
[l'rr:red f ee ]i:. .'.r. a . ' .,i 1." . :r I 'i 1:.. .-'tJ '. -' 'icns.
Cape l.Jeaver,:s f r--eciir€.1-1: i -..trr ot iect1.:-1 I- '-ac,nr !rr'atcaceae f 1ov.Iers
and many r.rere iia,,r.1l-\1- -r.i- l::1 .: aourari, of fiij-:ii:1.eL1.j.t)! aimed
prlnarify at C,,rpc' Su3;i:'tj.:o:: iii: orll4'r(rfi:: i:nf'eL' ar',d sr.rnbirds
N.ctarinia spp. .rr- l1el de' rer; :|r ,'.€-.f i : . i'.iroir 1989; Fraser et
ai f 989 ) " Fig a'iari-ltr: sp. a1.l iJj,li (.- i .'e i,aea €i:tt-cpea ssp.
af Ti.:?na f rrr:i ts ',ier^:r hhe r.l r;'lt::-r::r-: r : r. :,1lv;jr:: a'f Phi.l rdelJ,'hia
aif l Pictjea i:,:.i.ii1 ... rr :.;::.ti',.ely. ) :--tl,-i l l.: '1:r,-l ll,ri(ievlei have
r-eceiv(-.] ,,-ii .:,: iOvi . rlrr, r:q- se ::-:: llli t.lilil :'it i. lll.llli srllce i 986
(Un(i|r:rhlri rl -j: '1, ,l rr': 1 I 1 !,,'i-.r.,-,. i-. j -,,ler rtlilr lhe pl:esence
of f ;vcui:ed iood- r:ian,-:. l rr : ,:bl:'
afr-rit.3;.ia--lutca Lri:c.Laf j 1..1. ll-1,--.-::\lr,:r : i, iiave resu.iteci in

vt:jr y rrryr, . ..,:'j nq l;L'l:: I ::.. h.,: arpec j es is an utrconirncn
vi si+oa t't Ottt,t.r,-n' ,--,.. .".:r'e: a.:i:'-i, : oi r'.,nadi c tlrlrCs are
recorderf on pati3a{li: ,..t,irj&'':,u'lr,iarr i1i-ai.r :::: itl7r. Fei/ cj: ihese
lan(i or linclcr, 1"-;uir .-lr'. ,"ie - r:rr.gerrl 1'l ,r-ra ir l-,'.:c'-:r,::r 1985.

lirnerL,.rcrl ()i 'cJ::' r ilJe,-: ilatr)e, 11113.--g-. ..ubs{-r.: r.l:rt1:' irave b!:ren
repi )ri€:.-i 1 j:able l , Fi'j i i:,: ij i'r g, .1 1,11 1].-r':1qi 2i') .'pen sy;nl: )i! ) .

In ::dditlon, a rJea\.'er l i llqe.i ,-t'!r L -ij . e oijl s1t :rt-r' area l,tas
controLied .,r:itl-.in ii ( )e lt-r:1, ljo Klell:r.'r'r1rl ) , ;:;tcl one ringed by
Clive Elliott in I !170 I oll't-,id..r the sLud' perioli ) iras controlled
in 197 2 ( rvithin 1r: ) . The rl.ran jnl:rerv.i i betiieen ringi ng and
reporting !ras jl, ! r,:at:hs (rarr,qe [l-,17 r,ruths, n - 2T ). The mean
distance travelleC b1- recorrerj e: l.;as 30, I krr (range O - I56 km,
n = 21). Blrds moving nore i-iran 5 kn lthe distance required to
boost a 'retrap' to a 'c.ntrol') ccver:ed a nean of 44,O km
(range 6 - 156 kn, n = 14). E11io.Lt's (f973) three most distant
recoveries were 190 km, 40 km and 38 km" His 33 other reports
jnvol-ved movements of <15 krn, The prop(,'rtion of r:inged birds
subsequently recovered is lo'"'i 1<i?) (see Table L). with the
reLative evceptions of Kr aalfor,tein ( 8, I 3 ) arid Clifantsbos
(10,32 ). Ihe surpris-ing-Iy hj glr r ecovery rates r r om these tvro
sites are, r.Je must assume, due to ahance and not some curious
local attribute ( a 'tsermuda Tri angle' for weavers? ) . The
Kraaifontein recoveries (3) ltere dll of birds ringed on the same
dav and recovered 2: km, 25 km and 3 km distant, respectively.
two birds from Cl,ifantsbos, ringed on the same day, l^rere
ra-nrfFd c,rLqFnren+1" al- rraai{nnl-ein 147 km) and Velddrif
(156 km) v;ithin six weeks of each other (FiS. 2). A third
v/eavpr (d male in immaLure plumage), ringed vJhile nesL
building - the only lJeaver ever recorded doing so at
Olifantsbos (pers obs.), did not move so far (10 km to Redhirr),
but lj ved longer ( 4 years ) . Conversely, the recovery rales
reported from Durbanville, Helderberg and Rondevlei, .in
particul-ar, are perhaps surprisingly lovJ. We nlght Lrave
ovnacl-od hidher ren^rr:na rrlaq frn- theSe areaS on aCCOunL of( 

^PL - eL u

their more urban situations and associated hazards (notablY
rraffj c and caLs ), and higher human popu) at ion.

Recoverjes (excludjng controls) were made in eight months of the
year. One third of all recoveries were made in July (Table 2

opposite). Eight recoveries (538) were made in the breeding
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seascn altho-Eh, c i Eiiiotr i197r) j-:-,rr,ts or,t, the timinE ot
reccveries ma7 tre -.r':tt.d ^ cr'-:.-Frof . _ . ior: n.? ,surcs as mrrc.h as
c6r 6. +i -- ( see beicv.r I " Tlte ratlo of male to f ernale
recover.ies !^J.rs 5:6 (0,8:1\ res-:!,\ectj!'ely. Eltiott (f973)
reported a ratro cf 18:13 (r.,.1 :1).ir-, this reqard.

NATURL CF RECOVFRIES

Table 3 (paige 2:3) dctails tire liri _iinstances of reporting of
Cape Weavers rtnged and re.overei 1n 1-he southrrestern Cape. The
relatj-vety high proportiorr (23,8e;i of controlled (in the rrnqrno
sense) birds i: of jnt'(.tn-1 prrtj.- 1.rrly as :1. js tl,e resrrrl oi
unsysternati: r'ngirrg af .frea\. !rs i\:.r:r1' Iroin brc(]ding colonies(between vJh:(::it :jome leve.j- ci ini:ertl..rrirlil i,'oulO':.e aittic_:pated).

The high percentage of recoveries resulting directl!, from humanaction par:a1'Lels the f indirrgs cf E1.j.ioi:t (1973 ). tie found thatshooting ten:led tc select maies, a phencneno' agai. reflecteC inour findings. One bird, however, rlnge.l as a fjrjt-year, couldnot have been in adult breeding pli.mage vrhen shot.

TABLE 2

MONTH OF RECOVERY (EXCLUDING CONTROLS) OF CAPE WEAVERS

PLOCEUS CiPENSTS RINGED IN THE $OUTHWESTERN CAPE

MONTH MALE F EM ALE U NSEXED TOTAL (r)

January
Febnuary
March
Aprr]
May
J une
JUI y
August
Se ptembe r
Octobe r
Novenbe r
Decenber

I

I

3

2

I

1
)

I
2

1

2

0
0
I
1

5
1

0
1

3
0

( 13
7\

:
(6,7 |
(6,7 )

(33,3)
(6,7 )

(6,7)
(20,o)

TOTAL
( Percentage )

5
( 33,3 ) (40,o)

4
(26,7 )

15

)1
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FIGURE 2

CAPTURE ( CLOSED SYMBOLS ) AND RECOVERY (OPE}.I SYI,IBOLS ) SITES OF
CAPE WEAVERS PLOCEUS CAPENSI,S RINGED IN THE SOUTHWESTERN CAPE.

NUMBERS REFER TO TIIE MONTH OF RINGING AND RECOVERY RESPECTIVELY



IABLE 3

NA1'URE L}F RE'OVERIES OF CAPE i'IEAVERS PLOCEUS
CEPENSIs RINGED IN THE SOUTHWESTERN CAPE

NATURE OF
R E COVER Y

Contrcl

Shot

Mi stnetted
rn croP
pro!eclron

KrIled by cat

Co]]rded wrtfr
wlndow

Road casualty

Found lnJured

Trapped, pre-
suned dead

Unknoun ( dead

rY
male

AGE ( I.IHI

t. -t
,:

na t e

I

I

L

1

'N 
RINGED) A}JD

t---__
Adult I FenaIe

ma t e l

SEX

f-- ._ --
t ^..,I rbt.^-^^-,| \d9E qrtq

sex
unKnoHn )

i-
l

j

;

2

i

I

I

i

I

I

I

I
I

I

I

I

i
I

l

1).

I

I

t-IJ
I

TOT AL

5

3

I

I

1

I

1

1

7

(r)

23 ,8

(4,8

IA Q

i4,8

(4,8

(4,8

(4,8

TOT AL
( Percentage )

I
4 ,81

3
14,3 ( 19,0

9

t42,9 j ( 19, O )

a1

(100i



One of the shot birds lvas kriled'while stealing fruit'. Two of
the birds, whose cause of Ceath vjas unknovrn, vJere reported from
farms, suggesting shoLtjill cr trapping. The t-nding Iocation
and other circumstanl:ial evidence suggest that the five other
'unknov;n, dead' birds ma7 also ha're been kalled by man.

One bjrd f rec(rvered ar Veldclt'.{, Fit, I ruo. k:. llc.l , havjng been
caught in mistl;ets .-<e1- t.: ,:.e tch ' pr^cbL.'::t' l:i:,Cs . The use ofnistnets by f armers .in crop c,-)nt.roL aatlvi'L I es is orEanised by
the Departnrent cf AqficultuLe and endorsed by the Cape
Department of Nature at)d Eirvircnnentai Ccnservation (CDNEC)
(Jarvis & Heyl 1989). l{istne-cting is Iabour: intensive, andnon-target species are at ri-sk from injury or deaih while being
removed by unskilled hancls, or frc'n hanqing too long jn the

The few results presented here at least suggest that Capeweavers are highly mobire. rf more intensive studies revealsimirar mobility in the short-term, turnover rates at favouredfeeding sites (vineyards, crchards etc. ) r.Jould result in control
measures having lIttle or no effect. The high turnover ratesof Ruddy-headed ceese Ch-Zoephaga rubidiceps at the FalklandIsIands, a species also considered to be an agricuttural pest,
is considered to nullify the effects of control measures
( Summers et aL. l9B5 ) . A discuss.ion of turnover and itsestlmation from observations of the proportions of marked andunmarked birds in a 'pooJ-' is also glven by Summers et a-t.(198s ).

Killing Cape h/eavers and other birds ivith rnistnets and. indeed,
any attempts at reduc.ing their nunbers for 'crop protection'
appear, therefore, to be quesrionable on s,-ier)tific grounds. Ttmay be that such measures are enforced purely as a sop tofarmers, who receive a psychological boost with every birdkilled, regardless of whether their crops benefit in any way.
The involvement of the CDNEC in such activitles and their
distribution of the mistnets is also highfy questionable,
.nneidorin- +hit +h^ ^-^^-i--!i^^r,-9 L,,o L Lrre organf Saf 1on S pr !,,,q! 1 _ J,r! - ( Or, aL1east, should be), conservation. perhaps the organlsers of the
^r^hl 

6m h i 'd ^^n | -^r - -^^.ur progtamme woulo rike to state thelr case in
Safring News?
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