
SOME: OBSERVATIONS ON THE LOCAL MOVEMENTS OF GURNEY'S
SUGAP.BIRD IN THE LYDE}{BURG AF,EA

D. de Swardt

The recent paper on Cape Sugarbl:d Proneraps cafe: movemenr:
(Oschadleus and Fraser, 1988) prompted me to report on similar
obse:vations on Gurney's Sugarbj:d P. Erurnegi in the Transvaal.

Observations rn the Lydenburg area started 1n 198C when I first
noticed a winter influx of Gurney's Sugarbrrds to suburban habitats
( de Swardt in prep. ). In 1986 I started colour-r.inqinq the

and t-he town, The movements coincided with the end of the
ar a..,1-ina --'i^d ^. nr-{ .n^ -^.-tainous habitat. Vjhen Lbr
tloirerjng perjod o{ Protea raupeTliae reaches the end of its peax
during February./March the sugarbirds start utilizing other food
sources and thus reach the town area rL dlSJ dtrpedl S LIldr af

sugarbirds to study their LocaI movenents between the mountain and
rhe co?n ( de Swatd-- 1987 ) . Bj' Decenber I968, 51 sugar bircis hed
been ringed on the mountain (September - April t and 25 in the toirn
area rMay - August). Each adult bird rvas f-ltted with an ur.lqua
colour -ring combination j n addition Lo a nunbered ilretal rinl.
Juveniles were not colour-rinqed as thev could no'1- be sexed.

I able i ( overleaf ) gives detail.s c f sugarbi rds retrapped or rc-
sighted in thc mountain and tovrn s:ud]' areas. The lirs1- sjgh'.ir)J
of a cofour-r-lngcd Curney's Sugarb:rd jn Lhe Lown was on l4 June
Io87. This ind!r'idual had been ringed at Paardeplaacs along the
Long Tom Pass to Sabre on 28 Februar\-198-. An adult male ringed
-n q l:nilrrrr laRR 

^F 
cl'Fr;.anr1,i+ alc^ alnna *ho l.^h^ T^r D>- -.,. - *ss oul

nearer Lo tne town, was retrapped in a toHf, garden on 2J Jul\'198i.
Tbese two were tire first confirmed records of j-ndividual Gurne\"s
Sugarbird undergoing l-oca1 seasonal movements between the mountajn

least some indiv.iduals return to the same vrinter sites because a
sugarbjrd ringed -in a garden on 28 June 198- was resjghted at the
qAmo n l ae a drrri nc l-L - on 27 MarCh 1988 . On 2.'^,'Y !-rE

December 1988 I found a nest with a female incubating eggs at
Paardeplaats. This bird had been rj-nged on 5 Sept.ember ]987 at
the same localrty and her mate, who was rebrapped on I october IgEe
and again resighLed wj-th the female, Has ringed at Paarcieplaats or
28 r*ovember 1987.

To dabe, 30 * of the Gurney's Sugarb::ds ringed in one oi the
habitats were observed or recaptured in the other. Although there
is a definite influx of birds to the suburban habitat during
winter, not al1 sugaririrds move down to town durj.ng wjnter as many
are seen in the ctiffs at this time where they feed on al-oe nectar
or at some proteas where a few fl-owers are still available.
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TABLE 1

DETAlLS OF RECAPTURES AND SIGHTING OF GURNEY'S SUGARBIRD
PROT(EROPS GURNEYI IN THE LYDENBURG AREA

t rhls sugarbird returned to its wlnterlng srte of the prevlous year.
The fenale was retrapped at her nest ahile incubating eggs. The fenale and Lnenale were a breedinq palr.
S = SiShted, R = Recaptured
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