
AGE

AGEING AND SEXING

BRONZE MANNIKIN
spermestes cullatus

Juvenile Bronze Mannikins may be classified according to

seven classes based on mandible colour, gape colour and

head plumage ( Table 1 overleaf ) .

About 20 days after fledging, the mandible starts to change

from black to light grey, taking about 55 days. During

this time, between 20 and 35 days fron fledging. the gape

changes from yellow to black. After the gape has changed,

but before the change in the mandible is complete (namely,

35-55 days after fledging), the head plumage starts to

change from brown to black with a greenish-purple gloss.

The change in head plunage takes 80-10O days and adulthood

is reached after 130 days from fledging ( Scogings

unpublished MS ) .
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TABLE 1

AGE CLASSES APPLICABLE TO BRONZE MANNIKINS Spermestes cucullatus

P. F, Scogins, Department of zoology, Unlversity of Pretoria,
PRETORIA, OOO2.
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