
RINGING AND RECOVERY DETAILS OF FOUR SOUTHERN
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Roy Earl-e

INTRODUCTIO:'l

Analyses of ringing data of swal-lovrs in souLhern Africa have
unti I now been almost exclusivel].' confined to the European
Swallow Hirundo rustica (e.9. Rowan 1968. Ostrich 39: 76-84).
Thj-,.r-- ^'^h-h1rr d11p f6 fha l^rfia nrrmlrar<.rf tho cno.ioc.i.^6dPluuoual ! f r-rqu
and the resultant workable number of recoveries from Asia and
Europe which made interesting reading, On the other hand, the
solitarily-breeding swallows of southern Africa have attracted
I i htle attention and the ri nging of these specics has been
qn^r..fi thc I 2c+ ?6 Thi s shorf nAnpr iS an
at:emp'-' to stimulate interesL in the ringing of svJa I Lous,
especially those species that'come back to the same nest each

Data for the Lesser Striped Swallow H. abAssinica,
Whitethroated Swallow H. aLbigularis, Greater Striped Swallow H.
cucuTTata and the Redbreasted Swallow H. semiTufa ar:e presented
here.

RESULTS

I:) all, I 954 individuals of these four species were ringed and
L2A recovered or subsc2uently recaptured ( Tabte I page 69,.
al t fnlrr cna-i6c chr,.,ai r^,., ,^^^..^--, -^r^-_..Jweu row recover]' races wrtn onry Lne Greater
Striped Swallow approaching the -L E nark. This species \ias
also the only one with a I ong-distance recovcry frorn the
i^/intering area in central Africa; rin3ed at Helderberg Nar..1o
Feserve. Somerset West, and recovFred aL Kasanza , Zai:e,
3 156 km to the north. Two other Grealer striped Swaltows and
one Redbreasted Swallow were reco.;ered more than 50 kn fro:r +_i-re

original ringing site but all other bi:rds were recovered iess
than 50 km f rom the ringing si+-e ( Figur e 1 overJ-eat- ) . :l i. at l.
birds recovered or recaptured, 60 I rvere found at the or:iginai
ringing site (Figure l). This figure should probably be rnrclr
higher (up to 80 t) as recovery details {especially of the oller
r^^^-d^ \ r,^r^ ^a+an nnlr a..rrr.+o -{ -+i --/ wErE sLdLfrrg grlry Lile qerlclct
district of recovery and thus creating 'computer' movements,

Only the Lesser Striped S\^rallow did not show a higher recapture
than recovery rate and this was also l-ho sp"ai"= with the towes'.
overal-I recovery and recapture table (Tab'e 1). In a1l, only
I,43 Z of the birds ringed were evet re.overed or recaptured
which is 1ow by all standards.
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TABLE 1

NUMBERS OF POUR SWALLOW STJECIES RINGED AND RECOVERED AND,/OR RECAPTURED

o
@

SPECI ES

I6ccar qf 7 i no;

SwaIIow

il'i y'un dc:

nbu s sinica

Whi tethroated
Swallow

hL rltr1.a.a

ol L;iqn!.ar''[t:

Cr6^far qtrinad

Swallow

tl'i y'u. n do

cuc:Ltl l.ctta

Redbreasted
Swallow

il i rt.Lrt dr:

:: (an'[ lt1 f'd

T^f:l h^ vinnod

Total no. recovered

t ringed/recovered

2 BBO

L4

o, 49

I 995

4

o,20

3 045

){)

o,95

I o34

3

o, 29

Tnl^l nr) rn.Anfrrrod

E ringed/recaptured

6

o, 2r r,25

30

o ,99

tl

I, o6

Total no. recovered
rnd ranrnr rr rai

t ringed/recovered
a^d r6^ants,,r6^

20

o ,69

?q 62

2,o4

I1

L,64



TABLE 2

LONGEVITY OF FOUR SWALLOW SPECIES AS REVEALED BY
RECAPTURE AND RECOVERY DATA AT SAFRING.

ONLY THE FIVE OLDEST INDIVIDUALS OF EACH SPECIES
ARE GIVEN.

RING
NUMBER AGE AT RINGING SEX

AGE AT RECOVERY

MONTHS YEAF.S

Lesser Striped Swallow Hi11ln/1^ :h,'ccini-:

s408 6 64
JJZ / ZO5

601-7L226
60ra4290

s40B65B

Flnal plumage
Final plumage
Unknown
Unknown
Final- plumage

0
?
?

7L
JO
36
34

5
J
3
2
2

Y lt
Yoy0
v10
v10

n+L-

mths
mths
mths
nlths

?
0

Whitethroated Swallow HiTundo afbiqul-aris

570301 9
50 14869

58208097
6 018121 1
5B 104608

First plumage
Final plumage
First plumage
FinaI plumage
Fi rcf 

^1t,mr^6

o
?
?
?,

119
ro8

96
59
34

9 y 11 mths
9y 0mths
By Omths
= y ff ILrrr
? .. 1n 

-+L^- f !v j,,rrrr

Greater Striped Swallow Hirundo cucuTlata

5523521
AA0741 1

t21trEn

601 7083 I
60168956

Fina} pl-umage

Final plumage
Final pLumage
Final plumage

2

?
)

80
77
'7)
60
59

6y Bmths
6 y 5 rnths
6y Onths

4 v I l nfhc

)
?

Redbreasted Sr,ra11ow Hirundo semirufa

5007 472
622I5213
58702434

50] 6720
5018756

Final plumage
FinaI plumage
Final plumage
First plunage
Final plumage

2
)
?
?

69
60
50
48
48

R " n n+H-JI
A ,. t a+L^* y . rLLLrr-
4y Onths
A tt O ml-hc

io



TABLE 3

CAUSES OF MORTABLITY IN FOUR SWALLOW SPECIES RECOVERED
AND NUMBERS RECAPTURED UP TO JUNE I986

!

RECAPTUR E/RECOVERY
DETAI LS

SPECI ES

Iaacar cfrina.l

Swallow
H'i,t,undo

abil s sin'Lca

whitethroated
Swallow
Hiy,undo

a Lb tgulori s

Greater Striped
Swallow
Ilirundo

cucuLLata

Redbreasted
Swallow
Hirundo
s emixufa

Recaptured and releaseo

Found sick or injured -
died

Collided with road
vehicle

Found dead - details
unknown

Killed by explosion

Shot

Unknown if dead or alive
(taken as alive)

Killed by cat

TOTAL

IO

I

20

25*

I

29

22

3

I
62

l1

* I8 of these records are for only three individuals caught repeatedly in consecutive seasons.



TabLe 2 gives records for the four species as recorded in the
SAFRING records. This probably only gives approximate
'longevityr for one species, the Whitethroated Swallow, as it is
glaringly obvious that there are too few records to consider
these to be real 'records' .

DISCUSS ION

Swallows are the ideal birds for long-term ringing studies.
A1I four species discussed here are r^re1l-known for their habit
of returning to breed in the same nest year after year. This
is weJ-l illustrated by the fact that at least 60 I of the
recovered/recaptured birds were found at the original ringing
site. The oldest Whitethroated Swallow (Table 2) was trapped
nine t.imes between 1958 and 1968 at the same nest in Bryanston,
Johannesburg. Furthermore. the 25 recapture records for the
Whitethroated Swa].Iow came from only six birds (Table 3). From
the above it is clear that one can repeatedty trap individual
swallows at the nest site for as long as they return to it. In
the light of the low recovery rate ( Table 1 ), a 'retrap'-
orientated ringing approach towards these swaltows is a
worthwhile course to follow. Howorrar r i n^i nn Of these
solitarily-breeding swaLlows might result in a recovery from
their winter grounds. The Greater Striped Swaflow recovery
from Zaire. together with four museum specimens, provide the
only indication of the wintering grounds of this species.

I hope that the totally inadequate data on which this short
paper is based will be an incentive for the revival of swallow
rlnging.

Roy A EarI5, National Museum, P.O. Box 266, BLOEMONFTEIN.g3OO.
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