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IRiS COLOUR, SEX AND GONADAL D!,VEL0pl,lENT OF CApE WEAVERS

Phoebe Barnard

In a recent 'Ageing and Sexing Gurde' , Terry Oatley (1986 )reprinted data on the Cape treaver lLoceLts .:cDen sis extracted
from an earlier article by Elliott (1973 ) . I n these guides,
fernale Cape lieavers are stated to have 'deep, warrn-brown'
rrrses. This is not afways true.

In Septenber 1986, I coflected a small number of Cape Weavers
at Ruigtevlei and Rondevlei, near Knysna in the southern Capeprovince of South Africa, for purposes of dissection. Tne
collection was part of a ringing project conducted by Bob
Dowsetl and myself to augment Clive Elliott 's data on this
species, and will be published in fu11 shortly. fly notivation
for this note is to correct the notion, similarly promulgateo in
Macfean (1985 ) , that pale-eyeo Cape Iteavers are necessarrly
males.

In my small sample of l2 weavers clissected in September (early
in the local breeciing season), one cream-eyed bird r.vas a pre-
breed.ing female (Table I overleaf). The oocytes of this bird
were small but drstinct and well.-developecj, and were also
inspected by Bob Doirsett and Francoise Dowsett-Lemaire.
However, at least eight of the ten cream-eyed birds in rnrs
sample were mafes, and a ninth bird with minute, indistinct
gonads was almost certainly ma1e, ju<lging from i ts size (bottom
of Table 2 on page 47). Although we need to dissect many rnore
du11-plumageo birds to establish how likely it is that a given
cream-eyed bird is an ir,imature male, it cannot be sexed with
certainty on iris cofour afone.

Similarly, I'tarkus (I964, 1968) pointed out that among Masked
Vieavers ,:Loceus t.1.etts, reproductively active femalei as well
as mafes can have red irises, and he escheweci assumptions of
reproductive capability made on the basis of external characters
or behaviours. In ny sampfe, three du11-plumaged birds
tentatively ioentified as fernales on the grounds of abdominal
protuberance shape proved to be males. I therefore agree with
llarkus (19b5) that weaver ringers should proceed cautiously wiLh
gender ass i gnments on the bas i s of external tra i ts !
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STATUS DATE

1986

BARE PARTS
PLUMAGE GONADS

AGE SEX IRIS BILL LEG

M

M

L7 -9

L7 -9

CrSal Bl-k PiBr

SalCr B1k PiBr

Testes I L I2 rOx6,2mm
R 9, 9X8, Omm

L 1O,5x6,6mm
R 9, 5x7, 2mm

F

F

17 -9

30-9

Cr Hor PiB

LiqBr Hor PiB

Dul I

Dull

Oocytes 2,8mm diam.
well differentiated.

Oocytes 2r 6mm diam.
well differentiated.

Ovary large, I fJ-at
f nl l i cl o

Brood patch present.

I

I

I

I

I

I

tI

M

M

M

M

M

L7 -9

L7 -9

r7 -9

18-9

25-9

25-9

CI Hor PIB

BrCr Hor PiBr

CrBr Hor PiBr

CrBr Hor PiBr

CrBr Hor PiBr

CrBr Hor PiBr

Dul l

Dul 1

Dul I

Du11

Du11

DUlI

R

R

Testes: L
R

R

R

Testes: L
R

l,8x1,4mm
I,OxO,6mm

2,6x1,8mm
2,oxl,5mm

2, 6xI, 8mm
l, 5xl, Omm

2r2xL|6mm
l,8xl,4mm

2, 2xl, 5mm
2 rOxI r 2mm

2,2xI, 4mm
2,Ox1,4mm

I F l8-9 LiqBr Hor PiBr Dull Cocytes Or lmm;cheesy

I M? BrCr Hor PiBr Du1 I onads indistinct

TABLE 1

BARE PART COLOURS AND GONADAL DEVELOPMENT OF 12 CAPE I.IEAVERS
PLOCEI]S CAPENSIS DISSECTED IN THE SOUTHERN CAPE, I986

Cr = cream, Sa1 = Salmon, Liq = Liquid, Br = grown,
Blk = Blackr Hor = Horn, Pi = Pinkish
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TABLE 2

MORPHOMETRICS OF ]2 CAPE WEAVERS PLACEUS CAPEIISIS
DISSECTED IN THE SOUTHERN CAPE, ]-986

STATUS DAT E

1986

MORPHOMETRICS (mm)

AGE SEX L,!T (g) !,v I NG TAIL 1'AR S CULI,lEN

LIiID

AM

A14

t7 -9

r7-9

48 , L

49,L

94 rQ

94,O

62,o

62,O

26 ro

26,O

23,5 8,O 1O,5

23t5 8,O fO,O

AF

AF

r7-9

30-9

A1 E

44.4

O? R

86,O

54, O

q6 q

24,A

?? q

20,5 7,5 9,5

2I,o I,o 10,5

IM

IM

IM

IM

IM

IM

t7 -9

17 -9

r7 -9

r8-9

25-9

25-9

45 ,8

48 | 5

46,O

45 ,8

44,9

46 ,8

qa n

ql n

o1 n

q? n

58,o

6r,o

6O, O

58, O

26 ro

25,o

26,o

26 ,5

26 ,5

26 ,5

2r,5 B,O 1O,5

23,o B,o 10,o

22,5 8,O l1,O

2r,5 t,5 lo,o

22,5 8,5 ro,5

22,5 B,O 10,O

I F r8-9 37 ,7 88,O 58,0 25,o 2I ,o 7,5 9,5

I t4? 17 -9 47,L 93ro 6O, O fq c 22,o 7,5 lo,5

A = Adult M = l"lale F = FemaLe I = Immature
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