
LONGEVITY OF ALDABRAN BIRDS

!!hile working as Warden of the Research Station on Aldabra in
the Indian Ocean from July to November 1986, I trapped and
ringed a sample of the resident landbirds at the Head Quarters.
No ringing of these birds had been carried out there since tne
mid-197Os. As severaf of the species handled are of
restricted range, there js possibiy.liLtle, if any, known oata
on their longevity, and this brief note may be of some intercst
and worth.

TOTAL NUI'IBERS OF EIRDS TRAPPED

None of the birds retrapped were aged when first ringed, Enus
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incompletely read colour-ring combination was noted on a Red-
headed Forest Fody in the fie1d. By a process of elimination
this individual was a minirnum of either lI or I4 years old. The
sunbi rd retrap was a ma.Ie.
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SPECIES NEIi R ETRAP AGE OE' RETRAPS
(YEARS )

Souimanga Sunbird
N e c t arin e a s a'o ino.h.t J

Malagasy Whr te-eye
Z o s t erap s ma dara sputan

Aldabra Drongo
Dicruyus aT.Cabranus

Malagasy tsulbul
Eypsipetes
madag a s cari en si s

Red-headed Forest Fody
Fo.dia a,'1 iaan- r'ss,'ra

Malagasy Coucal
Centyopus toulou

Pied Crow
Cot'uus dLbus
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